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Recruit Simon C. Bell, Platoon 1031, Bravo Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, provides security in a Crucible exercise designed
to promote teamwork at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, July 1. Bell is a Houston, Texas, native. Bell and the new Marines of Bravo
Company graduate today.

New Marine will pass on knowledge
learned while becoming physically fit

STORY & PHOTO BY
SGT. WALTER D. MARINO II
Chevron staff

At his heaviest, Recruit Si-
mon C. Bell, Platoon 1031,
Bravo Company, 1st Recruit
Training Battalion, weighed
310 pounds. However, through
a change in diet, exercise and
motivation, Bell now weighs
184 pounds.

Bell says his weight in-
creased during college when
he played up to eight hours
of video games a day and ate
mostly microwavable food.

“I played World of Warcraft
or any shooting game, and ev-
erything I ate was bad,” said
the Houston, native.

He knew why he was over-
weight. It was because of a lack
of proper diet and exercise.

He explained he hit rock
bottom and was tired of be-
ing overweight and upset with
himself for not being able to
do the physical activities his
friends could do.

“When I first started (on his
lifestyle change), I didn’t know
if it would work, but in the
first week I lost ten pounds,”
said 22-year-old Bell. “Then I
lost thirty pounds, I still felt
I looked the same, but friends
and family noticed how much
weight I was losing and it made
me feel good about myself.”

To begin the weight loss,
Bell said he started eating

plenty of fruits and vegetables,
stayed away from junk food,
went to the gym five days a
week and ate foods high in
protein.

“Atfirst I couldn’t run down
the street, and I could only
bench eighty five pounds,”
said Bell. “But before I left for
recruit training my bench was
up to two hundred and twenty
five.”

Bell said his new interest
of an active lifestyle is what
led him to joining the Marine
Corps.

“I decided I should find
something that would keep me
active and fit,” said Bell.

Recruit Larry Hamilton,
Platoon 1031, said he has seen

all the weight Hamilton has
lost in recruit training and
what type of person he is.

“He inspiresloyalty through
kindness instead of force,”
said Hamilton. “I’ve seen him
struggle at times, and I believe
he is the type of person to not
want others to go through pain
and is going to help them.”

Bell graduates today and
says he plans to pass on what
he has learned to those who
struggle with their own weight
issues.

“I  understand firsthand
that obesity is a problem,”
said Bell. “It’s really hard to
lose weight, and sometimes
you just need someone to help
you.”

Emergency preparedness: Safe and Well

When floods strike, earthquakes
rumble and wildfires burn - confusion
reigns.

Family, friends and loved ones need
to know that those exposed to a disaster
are okay, even if phone lines are down.

In the aftermath of a disaster, letting
family and friends know you are safe
and well must be a priority.

You can bring your loved ones peace
of mind by using https://safeandwell.

communityos.org/cms/index.php. This
website is designed to help make com-
munication easier and to eliminate
overloading of telephone systems.

To use the website, you must register
yourself as “safe and well.”

Go to the website and click on the
“list myself as safe and well” button
to register. Fill in the blanks and save.
Once this is accomplished concerned
family and friends can search the list of

those who have registered by clicking
on the “search registrants” button.

If you have registered, those search-
ing will find your name and a brief
message reporting on your condition.
They may not be able to talk to you for
days, but they will know that you are all
right.

For information or guidance contact
G-3 Mission Assurance at (619) 524-
8432.

Alert San Diego

Alert San Diego is an
emergency notification sys-
tem that allows San Diego
county emergency response
personnel to notify citizens
of potential danger to their
homes and businesses in
the event of disaster situa-
tions such as fire or floods,
and to advise them on
recommended actions.

Listed and unlisted
landline phone numbers
are already included in the
Alert San Diego database
and do not need to be reg-
istered.

San Diegans wishing no-
tifications via cell phone,
Voice over IP (VoIP) or
e-mail, must register those
telephone numbers and/or
e-mail addresses at http://
www.readysandiego.org/
alertsandiego/.

Brown Bag Seminar

The Personal and Pro-
fessional Development staff
will be holding their next
Brown Bag Lunch Finan-
cial Seminar Wednesday
covering “Investment
Basics - Stocks, Bonds and
Mutual Funds.

The seminar will be
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Personal and Pro-
fessional Development
classroom in Building 14.
Light refreshment will be
available, and each person
attending is welcome to
bring a lunch.

For information and to
register call Mike Mclsaac
at (619) 524-5728/1204.

Car Care Class

The depot’s Auto Skills
Center, Building 142, will
host a no cost Car Care
Class July 18 from 10 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m.

The class covers detail-
ing, cleaners, dressings,
application techniques,
paint oxidation removal,
headlamp restoration and
water spot removal.

Light refreshments will
be available.

Those attending should
dress comfortably for a
hands-on garage classroom
environment. Open-toed
shoes are not permitted.

For information call
(619) 524-5240, or check
the web at www.mccsmecrd.
com/downloads/current_
events/15-car-classes.pdf.

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The
Chevron staff reserves the
right to publish only those
briefs that comply with
Department of Defense
regulations and the stan-
dards of the U.S. Govern-
ment.
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U.S. Marines with Golf Company, Black Sea Rotational Force, conduct fire and maneuver to the objective during the Marines’ platoon attack at Babadag Training Area, July
2. U.S. and Romanian troops conducted live-fire platoon attacks at BTA as the culmination of monthly military-to-military engagements between BSRF and the Romanian

307th Naval Infantry.

Marines engage in combat exercise with Romanian troops

STORY & PHOTOS BY

1sT LT. SARAH BURNS

U.S. Marine Corps Forces Europe and
Africa

BABADAG TRAINING
AREA, Romania - U.S. Ma-
rines with Black Sea Rotational
Force 15.1 concluded their final
week-long infantry tactics and
live-fire range with Romanian
Marines at the Babadag Train-
ing Area, Romania, June 28 -
July 3.

“We did raids and patrolling
this week, which culminated
in a raid live-fire range. We
supported the Romanians’ at-
tack with our mortars, and we
showed them how we would
go down on an objective and
capture the objective with our
tactics,” said Staff Sgt. Dale El-
bert, platoon sergeant with Golf
Company, Black Sea Rotational
Force, and native of St. Louis,
Mo. “This was the first time
the Romanians employed their
machine guns like us - meaning
separate from the maneuver ele-
ment on a support by fire hill.
They’ve done an excellent job.”

Each month, U.S. Marines
from Golf Company, Black Sea
Rotational Force, and Roma-
nian Marines from the 307th
Naval Infantry Battalion con-
duct week-long field exercises to
share knowledge and apply it in
real-life scenarios. Engagements
like this are pivotal in fortify-
ing the already close partner-
ship BSRF has with Romanian
forces.

“It’s been a pretty great ex-
perience getting to know them,
talking to them and seeing what
they do on a daily basis,” said

Lance. Cpl. Kyle Guisto, infan-
try team leader with Black Sea
Rotational Force and native of
Thompson, Conn.

In March, the Marines fo-
cused on land navigation, indi-
vidual marksmanship, offensive
and defensive fundamentals,
and led bilateral force-on-force
patrolling and defensive engage-
ments.

“The first time we trained
with them, we were out here for
about 10 days,” said Guisto. “We
quickly realized we have similar
maneuver-under-fire tactics and
ways of doing things. That was
pretty cool to me.”

In April, the Romanians
integrated with the U.S. Marine
platoons, and both nations
shared their way of executing

ambushes and squad-level at-
tacks. Maintaining these strong
relationships and refining
combined tactics is essential for
NATO allies and partners, espe-
cially with the increasing unrest
in Eastern Europe.

“It’s been great engaging with
the Romanians. We’ve taught
them a lot of stuff and they’ve
taught us a lot. We look forward

to coming back again,” said
Elbert.

Second Battalion, 8th Marine
Regiment from Camp Lejeune
comprises the current itera-
tion of BSRF 15.1. U.S. Marines
with 3rd Bn., 8th Marines will
continue the legacy with the
Romanian 307th Naval Infantry
Brigade during BSRF 15.2 in the
second-half of this year.

U.S. Marines with Golf Company, Black Sea Rotational Force, sight in at the support by fire position during a dry run of the U.S. and
Romanian platoon attack at Babadag Training Area. This week-long engagement is part of a continuous military skills series between
BSRF and the Romanian 307th Naval Infantry.
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Platoon 1029
COMPANY HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. E. L. Morley
LaFayette, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. T. N. Keahey

Platoon 1033
SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. A. Alaniz
Austin, Texas
Recruited by
Gunnery Sgt. E. Rios
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Recruited by

Platoon 1030
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. C. Cook-Oliver
Vacaville, Calif.

Staff Sgt. B. Kim

Platoon 1031
PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. C. R. Irwin
Homewood, IIl.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. M. White
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Platoon 1034 Platoon 1035 Platoon 1029

PLATOON HONOR MAN  PLATOON HONOR MAN HIGH SHOOTER (343)

Pfc. M. A. Torres Pfc. D. L. Wood Pvt. A. S. Mills

Baldwin Park, Calif. Canoga Park, Calif. Brentwood, Calif.

Recruited by Recruited by Recruited by

Staff Sgt. J. Lizardo Staff Sgt. D. Vega Staff Sgt. J. M. Pinder

BRAVO COMPANY

1st RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION

Commanding Officer

Lt. Col. B. S. Taylor

- F4
Platoon 1034
HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. M. A. Torres
Baldwin Park, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. Lizardo

AR CTR RECREY gy N

"HONOR Sergeant Major Sgt. Maj. B. Clark .
PLATOON Battalion Drill Master Staff Sgt. J. Hunt T
SERIES 1029 PLATOON 1029 PLATOON 1030 PLATOON 1031
Series Commander Senior Drill Instructor Senior Drill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor
Capt. P. F. Isajewicz Staff Sgt. J. M. Cardona Staff Sgt. R. F. Gonzalez Gunnery Sgt. K. J. Ochoa
Chief Drill Instructor Drill Instructors Drill Instructors Instructors
Gunnery Sgt. R. Clagett Staff Sgt. T. D. Evans Staff Sgt. M. R. Harrison Gunnery Sgt. E. DeAnda
Staff Sgt. M. L. Rodgers Sgt. A. D. Mejia Gunnery Sgt. A. A. Merz
Sgt. C. M. Bustamante Sgt. J. D. Weldon Staff Sgt. C. M. Bess
COMPANY B Sgt. E. Haro Sgt. M. E. Jeffries

Commanding Officer
Capt. C. J. Pimley
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. N. J. Hammer

SERIES 1033
Series Commander
1st Lt. T. J. Baxter
Chief Drill Instructor

Gunnery Sgt. K. D. Nelson

PLATOON 1033
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. H. Y. Chae

Dirill Instructors

Sgt. T. Ochs

Sgt. W. P. Robinson
Sgt. J. W. Wooden

PLATOON 1034

Senior Dirill Instructor

Staff Sgt. R. E. Merryman |
Drill Instructors

Staff Sgt. M. J. Rempe

Sgt. C. E. Caraballo

Sgt. S. A. Kellam

Sgt. I. A. Sanchez

PLATOON 1035
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. J. R. Rocha
Drill Instructors

Staff Sgt. V. E. Lemke
Sgt. K. E. Koonce
Sgt. M. S. Paguia
Sgt. S. Wimer

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

PLATOON 1029
Pfc. B. J. Banuelos

Pfc. J. E. Bell 11l
Pfc. S. A. Cawthorne
Pfc. R. E. Evans llI
Pfc. L. A. Geissler
Pfc. D. R. Gonzalez
Pfc. K. Gonzalez
Pvt. C. A. Gruber
Pvt. R. G. Housley
Pvt. P. A. Kane
Pvt. L. V. Kearns
Pvt. D. R. Lefever
Pfc. M. Li

*Pfc. T. A. Luna
Pfc. M. D. Main

Pvt. R. Marquez Jr.
Pvt. B. D. Mattila

Pvt. J. M. McArthur
Pvt. C. B. Mendoza
Pvt. E. R. Miguel-Ortiz
Pvt. J. A. Miller

Pvt. A. S. Mills

*Pfc. A. A. Montion
Pvt. O. V. Monzon

Pfc. J. Morales

Pfc. E. I. Moreno

Pfc. S. Morenoramos
*Pfc. B. M. Morgan
*Lance Cpl. E. L. Morley
Pvt. M. R. Moser-Garcia
Pfc. D. E. Nantie

Pvt. I. I. Ocampo

Pfc. J. L. Olson

Pvt. J. C. Ortiz

Pfc. U. Ortiz

Pvt. A. M. Pfannenstiel
Pvt. J. J. Philipp

Pvt. K. M. Pickens
Pvt. W. V. Power

Pvt. B. A. Putko

Pvt. T. J. Pvel

Pfc. A. A. Rahman
Pvt. J. Ramirez

Pvt. D. D. Redd

Pfc. J. D. Retita-Ranum
Pfc. M. A. Riera

Pvt. S. W. Rios

Pvt. M. J. Rivera-Scott
Pvt. C. Rodarte Jr.

Pfc. T. B. Rodriguez
Pvt. S. Rogers

Pvt. E. |. Saenz

Pfc. C. T. Smith

Pvt. P. E. Sumalinog
Pvt. N. T. Tejada

Pvt. A. V. Tran

Pfc. A. E. Villalobos
Pvt. D. P. Williams

Pvt. T. R. Wilson

PLATOON 1030

Pfc. O. A. Alvarado-Chavez
Pvt. P. Avina

Pvt. D. A. Bonilla

Pvt. A. S. Boushie
Pvt. D. J. Brickley

Pvt. A. M. Castillo
Pvt. I. Ceja

Pfc. G. R. Champion
Pfc. D. M. Charbonneau
Pvt. J. I. Collen

Pfc. D. C. Cook-Oliver
Pvt. T. D. Cook

Pvt. J. R. Coppens
Pvt. C. A Cuevas-Arias
Pfc. C. C. Curtis
Pfc. J. L. Davidson
Pfc. W. R. Davidson Il
Pfc. C. T. Deanda

Pfc. A. A. De La Garza
Pvt. J. E. Delgadillo IV
Pfc. D. J. Deters

Pfc. R. A. DeWitt Jr.
*Pfc. S. D. Doubek
Pvt. K. K. Eggler

Pvt. D. Enzbrenner
Pfc. J. J. Evenson

Pvt. A. J. Fagan

Pvt.

I. M. Fenner

*Pfc. C. I. Fernandes
*Pfc. A. P. Free

Pvt. D. M. Gabb
Pvt. M. A. Gamino
Pfc. M. Garica

Pvt. J. C. Gillespie
Pvt. A. L. Gonzales
Pvt. A. R. Gonzalez
Pvt. I. Gonzalez-Montoya
Pfc. M. C. Guevara
Pfc. C. M. Hall

Pfc. N. D. Hamilton
Pvt. D. J. Harland
Pfc. S. A. Harper
Pvt. B. H. Herman
Pvt. E. Hernandez-Torres
Pfc. H. O. Hnatek
Pfc. B. Z. Hodges
Pvt. M. S. Hreshko
Pvt. J. A. Jenkins
Pvt. J. C. Jimenez-Delgadillo
Pvt. J. A. Juchartz
Pvt. D. E. Kempf
Pvt. A. J. Knaggs
Pvt. S. A. Knapper
Pvt. D. J. Lemay
Pfc. T. M. Lewellen
Pvt. B. J. Logan
Pvt. R. E. Looper
Pfc. E. M. Lo sh
Pvt. A. S. Lun
PLATOON 1031
Pvt. M. L. Abbott
Pvt. L. V. Acosta
Pfc. G. Aguayo Jr.
Pvt. C. A. Alday
Pfc. C. W. Anderson
Pvt. L. A. Araiza Jr.
Pfc. A. Arellano Jr.

Pfc. K. A. Avila

Pvt. O. Avina

Pvt. B. W. Balmes

Pfc. S. C. Bell

Pvt. N. T. Casey

Pfc. J. A. Clark

Pfc. C. M. Clogston
Pfc. C. J. Connaughton
Pvt. K. Cortes

*Pvt. J. W. Cosby
*Pvt. J. T. Cousins
Pvt. E. J. Curry

Pfc. J. K. Davis

Pvt. J. T. Dicken

Pvt. G. R. Dierking
Pfc. D. C. Dominguez

Pfc. A. J. Douglass
Pfc. C. E. Elam
Pfc. J. R. Farnell
Pvt. J. T. Frederick
Pvt. S. M. Funk
Pvt. A. M. Garcia
Pvt. R. E. Garcia
Pvt. O. Garza

Pvt. K. D. Gibson
Pvt. N. R. Gonzales
Pvt. K. J. Gray
Pfc. A. Gutierrez-Diaz
Pfc. D. A. Hamilton
Pvt. L. Hamilton 11l
Pvt. T. J. Haug

Pvt. M. R. Henderson
Pfc. A. M. Holmes
Pvt. B. A. Houde

Pfc. M. A. Hughes
*Pvt. C. R. Irwin

Pvt. T. J. Irwin

Pvt. B. A. Jacobs
Pfc. J. T. Jasso

Pvt. D. L. Johnston
Pvt. C. J. Kelley

Pfc. J. P. King

Pvt. E. A. Klein-Revelles
Pfc. D. M. Konty
*Pfc. A. J. Kyllo

Pfc. J. D. LaCount
Pvt. A. Leal

Pvt. J. R. Ledesma
Pvt. A. D. Mercado-Avila
Pvt. K. A. Montoya
Pfc. P. A. Ochoa

Pvt. O. E. Wampler
Pvt. A. J. Wozniak

PLATOON 1033
Pfc. J. A. Alaniz
Pvt. A. Aldana
Pfc. B. Bender
Pfc. S. W. Benton
*Pfc. K. L. Boatright
Pvt. L. T. Boot
Pvt. K. J. Boykins
Pfc. T. D. Bradley
Pvt. C. J. Casad
Pfc. I. Contreras

Pvt. J. D. Contreras Pfc. A. E. Myers
Pvt. K. V. Currano Pvt. B. A. Nelson
Pfc. M. M. Elson Pfc. J. D. Nevill
Pvt. G. Escapita Jr. Pvt. J. R. Noll

Pvt. J. R. Farris Pvt. C. J. Norton
Pvt. N. J. Ferria Pvt. AV. Nunez
Pvt. A. J. Flores Pfc. D. D. Offhaus
Pfc. E. Flores lll Pfc. A. C. O'Leary
Pvt. M. R. Gandy Pvt. O. V. Ortega
Pfc. A. A. Garza-Noriega Pvt. B. A. Patterson
Pvt. J. M. Greek Pvt. A. F. Pedroza
Pfc. J. Guereca Pvt. F. C. Pimentel
Pvt. R. S. Guillen Jr. Pfc. C. W. Porter
Pfc. R. Gutierrez *Pfc. C. Preston
*Pfc. A. L. Harlow Pfc. K. M. Prevost
Pfc. L. C. Hart Pfc. R. A. Ramirez
Pvt. D. A. Hinnant Pfc. R. D. Ritter
Pvt. K. E. Huggins Pfc. R. L. Rockwell
Pvt. D. J. Ingvalson Pvt. J. Rosado
Pvt. D. E. Islas Pvt. S. Saenz

Pvt. E. T. Jackson Pfc. J. I. Salinas
Pvt. A. M. Lopez Pfc. D. L. Sanders Jr.
Pvt. C. D. Lopez Pfc. P. W. Santoro
Pfc. R. Lua Pfc. B. R. Shahin
Pvt. J. M. Magana Pfc. C. Q. Shaw
Pfc. T. C. Marshall Jr. Pvt. A. A. Sheikhali
Pvt. M. J. Martius *Pfc. L. N. Simmerman
Pvt. B. A. Mauney Pfc. A. D. Smail
Pvt. J. F. McCracken Pvt. G. M. Smith
Pvt. J. S. McGuire Pfc. D. J. Steele
*Pfc. A. S. McLaughlin Pvt. M. P. Stein

*Pfc. A. F. Stoeberl
Pvt. M. J. Szymel
Pvt. I. D. Taylor
Pvt. J. Tellez Jr.

Pvt. K. B. McNurney

Pfc. R. Melendez Jr.

Pvt. J. H. Morrison

Pvt. S. A. Ortiz-Fernandez

Pvt. J. C. Otto Pvt. F. Tenorio-Espinosa
Pfc. A. J. Padilla Pvt. C. D. Thomas

Pvt. D. C. Payne Pfc. C. W. Tolmsoff

Pfc. K. A. Peterson Pfc. M. A. Torres

Pvt. J. C. Quintero-Navidad Pfc. B. S. Townsend
Pfc. P. C. Ramos Pvt. B. J. Trest

Pvt. G. J. Rivera Pvt. T. P. Vinuela-Wong
Pvt. A. A. Rivera Pfc. H. V. Weinberg

Pfc. R. Rodriguez-Raygoza Pvt. J. E. Yepez

Pvt. J. Romero

Pvt. L. L. Rosas PLATOON 1035

Pvt. M. H. Rubio Pvt. A. J. Alvarez

*Pfc. C. M. Schroeder Pvt. T. A. Boren

Pvt. K. T. Scott Pfc. J. N. Brunsman
Pvt. J. M. Carter

PLATOON 1034 Pfc. I. Q. Cayton

Pfc. M. I. Gunvaldson Pfc. D. Q. Davis

Pfc. J. D. Kooima Pvt. R. N. Davis

Pvt. O. N. Leos Pfc. J. M. Franks

Pvt. E. H. Lopez *Pfc. C. P. Keffer

Pvt. M. A. Mainville Pfc. R. M. Kost

Pvt. N. B. Maki Pfc. J. S. Landis

Pfc. N. J. Malikowski Pfc. S. M. Mahoney

Pvt. D. J. Malloy Pfc. B. J. Martinez

Pvt. E. Martinez-Castro Pvt. J. J. Martinez

Pvt. N. A. McCain Pfc. D. C. McPherson

Pfc. S. K. Miller Pfc. R. I. Monsivais

Pfc. J. H. Misawa Pfc. J. R. Reathaford

Pfc. D. D. Mitchell Pvt. K. T. Semrau

Pfc. T. J. Morrison Pfc. M.W. Shambarger

*Pfc. K.C. Shanklin

Pvt. C.S. Shaw

Pfc. G.R. Silva

Pvt. L.D. Skiver

Pvt. B.D. Smith

Pfc. C.K. Smith

Pvt. D.T. Smith

Pvt. E. Solis

Pfc. S. A. Sosa-Villegas
Pvt. F. J. Soto-Rodriguez

Pvt. A. C. Struebing
Pvt. K. R. Sutton
Pvt. D. R. Swinney
Pvt. B. D. Tamayo
Pvt. N. M. Taves
Pvt. R. F. Taylor
Pvt. T. D. Terry

Pfc. A. L. Thomas
Pvt. C. D. Thomas
Pvt. R. J. Thompson
Pvt. G. L. Thornton
Pfc. E. I. Torresvalle
Pfc. M. A. Toscano
Pfc. C. J. Trimm
Pfc. B. Trojanowski
Pvt. J. S. Trotter
Pfc. J. A. Umland

Pfc. S. J. Vanderwal
Pfc. M. A. Vandiest
Pvt. V. A. Villa

Pvt. J. G. Walrath
Pfc. S. C. Wathen
Pvt. J. A. Williams
Pvt. A. M. Wood
*Pfc. D. L. Wood
Pvt. N. J. Wood
Pvt. S. L. Word
Pfc. G. D. Wright
Pvt. B. L. Yazzie
Pvt. B. D. Zipoy
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Recruits of Golf Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, sign for their M16-A4 Service Rifle during rifle issue at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Calif., June 22.
Company G recruits will continue on through recruit training, with their weapon at their side, in an effort to earn the title Marine. Company G is scheduled to graduate
from recruit training on September 11.

Co. G begins recruit training with rifle issue

STORY & PHOTOS BY
CrL. JERICHO CRUTCHER
Chevron staff

The Rifleman’s Creed, a
basic part of the Marine Corps
doctrine, outlines the important
relationship between a Marine
and his rifle. That relationship
begins during the first training
day of recruit training.

Once recruits of Golf Compa-
ny, 2nd Recruit Training Battal-
ion, met their drill instructors,
they marched to the armory to
have weapons issued at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot San Diego,
June 22.

Recruits receive rifles at the
beginning of training and keep
it with them, each guarding his
weapon as if it were a baby. They
embrace the motto that without
their rifles, they are nothing,
and without them, their rifles
are nothing. Regardless of their
military occupation specialty,
they will become fluent, knowl-
edgeable and able to maintain
the weapon while blindfolded.
They will realize their proficien-
cy as marksmen is a key attribute
to being a Marine.

During the first phase of
training, the recruits primarily
focus on using their rifles for
close order drill. The purpose
of this kind of drill is to instill
discipline, instant obedience
to orders and unit cohesion as
recruits begin to learn how to
work together to perform as a
single unit. They will learn more
advanced drill techniques as
they progress through training.

“Every Marine is first a
rifleman,” said Recruit Jacob B.
Partridge, Platoon 2154. “With-
out us, our weapon is nothing,
and without our weapons, we
are nothing. The rifle will teach
us discipline, we will become
familiar with them, and we will
become combat effective with
the rifle.”

Drill instructors have 17
training days to prepare their
platoons for Initial Drill, which
is their first test of conduct-
ing precise and smooth drill
movements. Toward the end of
training, recruits will undergo
Final Drill, which is the overall
evaluation of how the platoon
has progressed as a unit since
their initial competition.

While the recruits concen-
trate efforts on drill during
Phase I, it’s during the second
phase of training when re-
cruits learn the techniques and
fundamentals of firing the rifle
and how to successfully qualify
as a rifleman. At this point, the
theory begins to come to life.

During Grass Week, recruits

are taught the basics of han-
dling the weapon, fundamentals
and shooting positions they will
use the following week. They
will then put what they learn
to the test during Firing Week,
when they are undergoing the
challenge of the qualification
course.

“You’ll never learn anything

about the weapon if you don’t
put your hands on it,” said
Josiah D. Gnann, Platoon 2154.
“I'm looking forward to learn-
ing the Marine Corps way of
rifle fundamentals and how to
properly engage the M16-A4
Service Rifle.”

From the beginning of train-
ing, recruits familiarize them-

selves with the weapon and will
progressively learn more and
more as they graduate recruit
training and move on with their
careers. The focus in recruit
training is to make them as
comfortable and familiar with
the weapon as they can be so
they can first and foremost be
riflemen.

Golf Company recruits listen to directions while inspecting rifle cleaning kits during rifle issue. Regardless of their military occupational
specialty, each will become fluent and knowledgeable about the weapon and able to perform maintenance while wearing a blindfold.

Golf Company recruits ensure they have all of the pieces of their rifle cleaning kit during rifle issue. Recruits and their rifles will become
inseparable and function as one throughout the remainder of recruit training.



