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Scholarship applications
The depot’s MCRD 

Museum Foundation is now 
taking applications for the 
Colonel Nate Smith Memori-
al Scholarship program.  The 
foundation will award three 
$1,000 scholarships in July.

Scholarship applicants 
must be enlisted Marines, 
sailors or their dependents 
assigned to MCRD/WRR 
San Diego. Scholarships are 
awarded based on academic 
performance, community 
and extracurricular activities, 
and future potential. 

Application forms and 
eligibility details are available 
at www.mcrdmhs.org. Forms 
are also available at the Foun-
dation’s office in Building 26, 
the command museum. The 
deadline for applications is 
July 8. Call (619) 524-4426 for 
information.  

Auto skills workshop
Tune up rusty auto skills 

tomorrow at the depot’s auto 
skills workshop from 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at the Auto Skills 
Center, Building 142.

Learn about spark plugs, 
fuel filters, fuel injection and 
air filters. Learn to select, 
install, clean and replace 
these items necessary to the 
smooth operation of a mod-
ern vehicle. 

Call (619) 524-5240 for 
information.

Museum Foundation 
Quarterly Breakfast

Brig. Gen. Edward Banta 
will be the guest speaker 
Tuesday, at the depot’s Mu-
seum Foundation’s Quarterly 
Breakfast.

Banta is commanding gen-
eral, Marine Corps Installa-
tions-West and Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton. 

The breakfast will be 
held at Duncan Hall.  The 
breakfast line opens at 7 a.m., 
and the general will begin at 
speaking at 7:30.

During this event the 
foundation will present its 
D.I. of the Year awards to 
four individuals. These drill 
instructors were chosen by 
the Recruit Training Regi-
ment as the DIs of the Year 
from each battalion.

The breakfast is hosted by 
the Foundation and everyone 
is invited to attend and help 
recognize the Marines.  

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The 
Chevron staff reserves the 
right to publish only those 
briefs that comply with 
Department of Defense regu-
lations and the standards of 
the U.S. Government.

Story & Photo by
Sgt. Walter D. Marino II
Chevron staff

After his mother became ill, 
Pvt. Adam J. LaVine, Platoon 
3263, Company M, 3rd Recruit 
Training Battalion, made the 
decision to work three jobs in 
order to take care of her, his sis-
ter and niece while she recover.

LaVine was 15 years old when 
his mother was diagnosed with 
chronic heart fatigue and dia-
betes. He explained not only did 
he have to work while attending 
high school, but he also had to 
get his sister ready for school, 
make sure his mother took her 
medication and take his niece 
to daycare.

Despite the heavy workload, 
he did not complain or blame 
anyone for his family’s situation. 
In fact, he said he tried to make 
the best of the situation any way 
he could.

“I don’t want to make it seem 
like it was too terrible. We made 
it, and we made a good time out 
of it,” said LaVine, a St. Louis, 
native. “What’s life without a lit-
tle bit of fun. No matter if it was 
just cooking something different 
like ramen noodles and grilled 
cheese. Just little stuff like that.”

Although LaVine stayed op-
timistic, the workload never de-
creased. He worked 80 hours per 
week as a janitor, line chef and 
waiter. He paid the bills, grocery 
shopped, budgeted and main-
tained his grades. 

Despite the amount he was 
working, his family could only 
afford a one-bedroom apart-

Son joins Corps to help mother, sister, niece
ment, so until his senior year of 
high school, he slept on the liv-
ing room floor.

“Senior year, I finally got a 
futon,” said LaVine with a laugh.

La Vine explained his mother 
had her first heart attack in 2013 
and in 2014 had to have quadru-
ple bypass surgery. He explained 
although she is recovering, he’s 
still worried about her and wants 
to keep her and his family with 
him during his military career.

“The main reason I joined the 
Corps is for financial security,” 
said LaVine.

At the beginning of recruit 

training, LaVine did not begin 
at the top of his platoon. He 
could only do four pull-ups and 
weighed 215 pounds. However, 
today LaVine can now do 19 
pull-ups and has cut his weight 
to 165 pounds.

His improvement in recruit 
training has been noticed by his 
drill instructors as well.

“When we first got him, he 
was definitely an average re-
cruit. But now he helps others 
on their fitness and continues 
to improve his own,” said Staff 
Sgt. Jacob M. Steinburg, drill in-
structor, Platoon 3263. “He defi-

nitely came to recruit training to 
improve, and he’s gotten what he 
came for.”

Steinburg also said he felt that 
LaVine showed his true charac-
ter by taking care of his family.

“There are a lot of young men 
who wouldn’t have risen to the 
challenge. It’s a good testimony 
to his character and what type 
of physical and mental strength 
he has,” said Steinburg. “Any 
time you have an individual 
that’s willing to put others be-
fore self, that’s a leadership trait 
and something good for the 
Marine Corps.”

Pvt. Adam J. LaVine, Platoon 3263, Mike Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, awaits instruction 
on how to descend the depot’s 60-foot rappeling tower April 10. LaVine and the recruits of Company 
M graduate from recruit training today.

Company K 
recruits learn

basics of 
Marine Corps 

marksmanship

Pg  4

Maggie Coleman takes a closer look at photos of her late husband, Jerry Coleman, during a ceremony renaming the Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot San Diego field house April 3. The ceremony paid tribute to Coleman’s military service, his work with the Padres and his 
impact to the San Diego community. Coleman was a U.S. Marine fighter pilot who flew more than 120 combat missions in World War II 
and Korea.

Depot dedicates sports facility to the late Jerry Coleman

Sgt. Walter D. Marino II
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Story by Sgt. Sarah Dietz
Pacific Marines

MARINE CORPS BASE HA-
WAII – Scout Sniper Platoon,  
Weapons Company, 2nd Bat-
talion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 
conducted hig-angle, live-fire 
training April 8-9, on top of 
Ulupau Crater at Range 10 

aboard Marine Corps Base 
Hawaii. 

The platoon, mixed with 
scout snipers and scout sniper 
hopefuls, climbed the north side 
of the crater before setting up 
firing positions at the top.

The exercise was led by Cpls. 
Johnathon Solinsky and Eric 
Washa, scout snipers with the 

Hawaii snipers train in high angle shooting
Scout snipers assigned to Scout Sniper Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, fire downrange at Range 10 aboard Marine Corps Base Hawaii, April 8, 2015. Marines 
improve their sniper proficiency by utilizing MCBH’s natural resources to execute their training exercise. 

Lance Cpl. Julian Temblador

Lance Cpl. Ivan Trujillo, a scout with Weapons Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, hikes up Ulupau Crater aboard 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, April 8, 2015, before conducting high- 
angle firing with his platoon. The Marines trained with high angle 
shooting, which is anything 30 degrees or greater between them 
and their target.

Sgt. Sarah Dietz

platoon, who recently returned 
from Mountain Scout Snipers 
Course at Marine Corps Moun-
tain Warfare Training Center 
Bridgeport, Calif., while senior 
leaders supervised.

Only a handful of Marines in 
the platoon are qualified scout 
snipers, and the majority will 
be either attending the Scout 
Sniper School this year or other 
training this year.

“Cpl. Washa and Cpl. Solin-
sky are out here sharing their 
knowledge from the course with 
the other Marines,” said 1st 
Lt. Jeff Diprimio, Scout Sniper 
Platoon commander, Weapons 
Company, 2nd Bn., 3rd Marines. 
“We are trying to get these guys 
comfortable shooting.”

Snipers are typically placed 
in an elevated position, look-

ing down at a target. The shoot 
proved more difficult for the 
Marines to calculate their shots, 
as opposed to the normal f lat-
level live-fire training they are 
accustomed to.  Physics must 
be taken into consideration. For 
example, one factor is the wind 
speed and direction. The wind 
at the firing position is not the 
same as wind near the target.

“Getting correct formulas is 
absolutely critical,” Diprimio 
said. “If they don’t know how 
to do this, [they are ineffective 
shooters].”

Two Marines, with 60 
rounds each, trained on the 
M110 Semi-Automatic Sniper 
System and the M40 Sniper 
Rif le and fired on targets as far 
as 850 yards away, while the 
rest of the platoon practiced 

calculating their shots.
“We are always training,” 

said Washa, native of Ogallala, 
Neb. “There is rarely down 
time. We are constantly mov-
ing and working. This is really 
important that they have this 
knowledge.”

Unfortunately, the live-fire 
high angle training is a rare 
opportunity for the platoon. 
Due to limited availability and 
ranges on MCB Hawaii, the 
Marines took advantage of the 
short time they were allotted. 

“This is valuable training I 
wish we could do more often,” 
said Solinsky, native of Tuscon, 
Ariz. “It helps a lot that we get 
to practice this before (the new 
Marines) get thrown into a 
situation and they don’t know 
what to do.”

Marine scout snipers with Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, conduct high 
angle shooting on Range 10 aboard Marine Corps Base Hawaii April 8, 2015. The training was differ-
ent from their typical flat level or slight elevation ranges. The high angle is considered anything 30 
degrees or greater.

Sgt. Sarah Dietz
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SERIES 3261 
Series Commander
Capt. W. C. Morrison
Chief Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. J. R. Polich

PLATOON 3262
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. S. Sugg
Drill Instructors 
Sgt. T. Gonzallez
Sgt. M. Morales
Sgt. L. Wilson

SERIES 3265
Series Commander
Capt. J. J. Seigne-Martin
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. E. S. Briceland

PLATOON 3265
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. A. Mendiola
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. R. Brown
Staff Sgt. C. Myatt
Sgt. L. Ibarra
Sgt. M. Kugelman

PLATOON 3266
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. M. Simonsen
Drill Instructors 
Staff Sgt. J. Bowers
Sgt. A. Hoopes
Sgt. M. Peterson

MIKE COMPANY
HONOR

PLATOON

PLATOON 3261	
Pvt. J. Aceves
Pfc. E. T. Adame
Pvt. A. C. Cabero
Pvt. A. D. Cardenas-
Perez
Pvt. J. G. Elliott
Pvt. C. M. Finn
Pvt. R. A. Inzunza
*Pfc. F. J. King
Pfc. F. J. Lopez III
Pvt. M. Martinez
Pvt. J. D. Medina
Pvt. J. M. O’Connell
Pfc. J. A. Polo
Pvt. N. A. Ramos
Pfc. N. R. Ramsey
Pfc. G. R.  Rasmussen
Pvt. J. M.  Richardson
Pvt. J. C. Risner
Pvt. C. A. Rocha
Pvt. C. J. Ruaboro
Pvt. E. K.  Sabrowsky
Pfc. J. L. Santos
Pvt. J. W. Schmitt
Pvt. C. H. Schroeder
Pvt. M. A. Shah
Pfc. M. A. Simpson
Pvt. V. Soliz
Pvt. M. W. Stulting
Pfc. K. P. Talamayan
Pvt. C. N. Teeter
Pvt. J. D. Terrazas
Pvt. C. H. Thompson
Pvt. T. A. Trusty
Pvt. C. L. Uecker
Pvt. J. M. Ulrich
Pvt. A. A. Umarbaev
Pfc. K. B. Uzzle
Pfc. C. B. Vanallen Jr.
*Pfc. J. E. Vazquez
Pvt. J. T. Venegas-
Mercado
Pvt. M. G. Venegas-
Vasquez
Pvt. L. T. Verbeck
Pfc. C. J. Vermette
Pfc. C. M. Vieu
Pvt. C. L. Vire
Pfc. M. A. Vivas Jr.
Pfc. T. J. Vorwerk
Pfc. S. T. Vu
*Pfc. D. M. Wallace
Pfc. M. P. Wanner
Pfc. N. P. Ward
Pfc. R. W. Waterman
Pvt. D. M. Weber
Pvt. J. T. Wehrenberg
Pvt. C. T. Wells
Pvt. C. P. Whalen
Pfc. K. D. Whalen
Pvt. T. J. White
Pfc. M. F. Williams
Pvt. X. C. Williams

Pvt. J. P. Williams
Pfc. D. B. Woicek
Pvt. K. D. Woolsey
Pvt. A. E. Worthens
Pvt. B. A. Yoder
*Pfc. T. A. Young Jr.
Pfc. B. A. Zaremba

PLATOON 3262
Pvt. A. Aman 	
Pfc. S. A. Ayotte	
Pvt. M. F. Barbosa	
*Pfc. D. S. Bishir	
Pvt. J. L. Brown	
Pvt. A. J. Burns	
Pfc. B. A. Calderon-
Morales	  
Pvt. D. J. 
Castaneda	
Pfc. P. S. Ciancio	
Pvt. J. S. Culajay	
Pvt. S. D. Deeter 
Pfc. J. L. Deines
Pvt. R. A. Delgadillo
Pvt. J. J. Delira	
Pvt. T. R. Doran	
Pvt. C. A. Eastep	
Pvt. D. H. Ford	
Pvt. M. R. 
Frauenfelder	
*Pfc. E. J. Garcia	
Pvt. J. L. Garcia	
Pvt. H. W. George	
Pvt. J. J. Goetz	
Pvt. D. A. Gonzalez-
Gascon	
Pvt. D. L. 
Gottmann	
Pfc. J. L. Graham	
Pfc. N. Guerrero	
Pvt. R. B. Gunder	
Pvt. K. L. Hale	
Pfc. A. M. Hartfiel	
Pfc. A. J. Hayduk	
Pfc. Z. A. Haynes	
Pvt. J. L. Hefner	
Pvt. C. M. Hunter
Pvt. J. A. Ibarra	
Pvt. D. C. Jahraus	
Pvt. C. J. Johnson	
Pvt. P. A. Kee	
Pfc. M. D. Kernan	
Pvt. D. M. Knight	
Pvt. J. J. Koehler	
Pvt. A. L. Lawson	
Pfc. D. R. Lierman	
Pvt. D. J. Lindley 
Pfc. C. A. Lobue	
Pfc. P. L. Long	
*Pfc. C. J. Lopez	
Pvt. S. A. Lowry	
Pvt. D. J. Lucas	
Pfc. S. R. Lucero	
Pfc. C. B. Lynette	

Pfc. T. J. Macom-Hilton
Pvt. K. L. Martinez
Pvt. K. A. McGee
Pvt. W. P. McGhee
Pfc. J. C. Medina III
*Pfc. H. T. Moore
Pvt. J. A. Morelli
Pfc. C. R. Morgan
Pvt. N. G. Moriarty
Pvt. W. E. Moysis
Pfc. J. J. Narvaez
Pvt. J. A. Newman
Pfc. M. A. Nyland
Pvt. A. J. Peralez
Pvt. J. E. Pritchard	

PLATOON 3263
Pfc. A. Avalos
Pvt. D. W. Batesgray
Pvt. T. L. Baumgard
Pfc. C. M. Blanton
Pvt. A. Bolivar
*Pfc. J. L. Bragg Jr.
Pvt. A. P. Brice-Beseler
Pvt. C. Carabez
Pvt. J. P. Chavez
Pvt. B. D. Conklin
Pfc. J. A. Cordova
Pvt. C. M. Cortes
Pvt. E. Cuevas III
Pvt. D. P. David
*Pfc. J. C. Davis
Pfc. S. De La Torre
Pfc. J. J. Eckert
Pvt. Z. K. Edgley
Pvt. R. Elorza Jr.
Pfc. D. J. Espanol
Pvt. G. A. Felix-Gomez
Pvt. C.T. Fina
Pfc. A. Garcia
Pfc. J. N. Garza
*Pfc. J. P. Gaxiola Jr.
Pvt. M. A. Gomez
Pvt. J. S. Grudza
Pfc. J. R. Halley
*Pfc. R. A. Harris
Pfc. C. M. Hedtke
Pfc. D. S. Isaacson
Pvt. D. A. Jarboe
Pfc. N. T. Laundrie
Pvt. A. J. Lavine
Pvt. K. J. Lee
Pvt. S. W. Lockwood
Pvt. C. L. Loehrer
Pvt. C. Lovan
Pvt. A. G. Magallon
Pvt. M. F. Magallon
Pvt. E. I. Marquez
Pvt. H. A. Martinez
Pfc. M. Martinez Jr.
Pvt. J. D. May
Pfc. M. E. McGibbony
*Pfc. S. B. McMain
Pfc. B. A.  McNatt

Pvt. R. Melgoza Jr.
Pvt. J. R. Meza
Pvt. J. A. Miranda
Pvt. T. W. Nabors
Pvt. S. P. Noronha
Pvt. M. A. Palacios
Pvt. A. A. Perez
Pvt. P. G. Portillo
Pfc. E. D. Richard
Pvt. L. J. Rodrigues
Pvt. J. A. Salazar
Pvt. B. J. Sanchez
Pvt. M. Sanchez Jr.
Pvt. F. V. Sargent
Pvt. J. T. Schneider
Pvt. J. A. Schudalla
Pvt. G. Segura
Pfc. R. R. Serquinia
Pvt. L. J. Sherrill
Pvt. D. M. Sigwart
Pvt. T. J. Simmons
Pvt. C. I. Twilleger  

PLATOON 3265
Pvt. B. D. Alexander
Pfc. H. W. Alexander
Pvt. N. J. Alroubaie
Pvt. J. E. Austin III
Pfc. H. R. Badgett
Pvt. D. A. Barlan
*Pfc. M. Barrera
Pfc. C. A. Bavaro
Pvt. K. R. Beaty
Pfc. N. H. Berry
Pvt. N. F. Blake
Pvt. T. L. Blayney
Pfc. C. D. Brown
Pfc. J. J. Brown
Pfc. L. A. Brown
Pfc. G. L. Bussell
Pfc. J. Cantu Jr. 
Pvt. J. Cantu
Pvt. F. A. Castillo
Pvt. J. J. Cepeda III
Pfc. J. R. Connolly
Pvt. J. J. Cooper
Pvt. E. Cote
Pfc. C. D. Cox
Pvt. T. A. Crawford
Pvt. A. J. Dahl
Pfc. C. S. Dahl
Pfc. N. D. Dallimonti
Pvt. J. J. Davis
Pvt. D. K. Dempsey
Pvt. L. R. Erwin
Pfc. L. F. Esparza-
Hernandez
Pvt. R. J. Farnham
Pfc. K. O. Ganter
Pfc. J. S. Gazall
Pfc. F. M. Gocklin
Pvt. B. D. Guess
Pfc. D. N. Gunabe
Pvt. M. I. Gutierrez-

Ordonez
Pvt. J. A. Heer
Pvt. B. A. Hernke
Pvt. C. J. Hopke
Pvt. C. S. Iacob
Pvt. T. J. Irwin
Pfc. A. X. Jacques
Pvt. S. A. Jochum
Pvt. A. S. Kincer
Pvt. S. W. Kunz
Pfc. J. R. Kyser
Pfc. D. V. Lassiter
Pfc. D. W. Lee
*Pfc. A. D. Lefort
Pvt. G. W. Leslie
Pfc. M. Maciel
Pfc. A. Martinez
Pvt. A. Martinez Jr.
Pvt. J. M. Martinez Jr.
Pvt. M. A. McCallum
Pvt. H. G. Mears
Pfc. C. T. Meier
Pvt. D. R. Mifkovic
*Pfc. L. J. Miller
Pfc. D. Moreno
Pfc. T. T. Muhlestein
Pvt. A. J. Newell
Pfc. T. H. Nguyen
Pfc. H. D. Nguyen
*Pfc. F. D. Nolte
Pfc. J. W. O’Hanlon

PLATOON 3266
Pfc. D. Alvarado
Pvt. D. Arellano Jr.
Pfc. R. M. Bernal
Pfc. R. M. Bernico
Pfc. C. D. Cabrera
Pvt. M. M. Campbell
Pvt. N. M. Cao
Pfc. S. J. Carter
Pvt. A. J. Cherry
Pvt. G. Coria
Pvt. J. W. Cowhick
Pvt. J. R. Crowther
Pvt. K. C. Cullings
Pvt. M. E. Dass
Pvt. A. T. Ferrand
Pvt. D. T. Geller
Pvt. S. B. Guidry II
Pvt. J. W. Gustafson
Pvt. K. L. Horn
Pfc. D. J. Kane
Pvt. C. Leehose
Pvt. B. R. Leon
Pvt. B. Lopez
Pvt. J. Lopez
*Pfc. M. R. Luebke
Pvt. J. C. Martinez-Ayala
Pfc. R. B. Mata
Pvt. R. K. Matsunami
Pvt. T. J. Mayhew
Pvt. A. C. McKinster
*Pfc. B. M. Mittman

Pvt. N. R. Moore
Pvt. S. M. Morales
*Pfc. M. A. Morelli Jr.
Pvt. P. E. Morris
Pfc. C. S. Olson
Pvt. D. M. Pace
*Pfc. J. A. Palacios
Pvt. R. A. Palmer
Pvt. M. L. Patterson
Pfc. D. Perez
Pvt. A. S. Perry
Pvt. J. C. Perry
Pvt. C. J. Quilantan
Pvt. J. T. Raffield
Pvt. A. Rangel
Pvt. K. R. Riebling
Pvt. J. R. Rodriguez
Pfc. P. Rodriguez
Pfc. C. D. Rosa
Pvt. J. E. Salas
Pvt. R. A. Sanchez
Pvt. Q. S. Seitz
*Pfc. D. D. Soehlke
Pvt. A. T. Stec
Pvt. B. A. Story
Pfc. S. Y. Tam
Pvt. E. B. Tamez
Pvt. W. F. Termine
Pfc. J. A. Tolenoa
Pfc. P. J. Vela
Pvt. J. J. Villatoro
Pvt. F. Y. Wang
Pvt. B. J. White
Pvt. P. E. Ybanez-
Ramirez

PLATOON 3267
Pfc. C. R. Balyeat
Pfc. S. S.  Barrett
Pfc. W. J. Baum
Pvt. H. S.  Binder
Pvt. H. S. Booher
Pvt. B. E. Brown
Pfc. R. A. Brown
Pvt. A. D. Butler
Pfc. J. S. Butler
Pvt. E. D. Cabrera Jr.
Pfc. J. E. Canales
Pfc. M. D. Carroll
Pvt. T. C. Cary
*Pfc. A. G. Catcher
Pfc. C. M. Clute
Pvt. A. L. Craig
Pvt. S. E. Durrell Jr.
*Pfc. C. J. Fernandez-
Maysonet
Pvt. H. E. Gentry
Pfc. A. E. Gibbs
Pvt. A. Gonzalez
Pvt. M. F. Gutierrez
Pvt. L. A. Hernandez 
Pvt. C. J.  Kozinski
Pvt. A. J. Leon
Pfc. A. J. Leario

Pvt. G. S. Lewis
Pfc. A. N. Lucero
Pvt. P. M. Lyden
Pvt. B. K. Maguire
Pvt. A. A. Matthews
Pvt. M. A. Murrell
Pvt. M. M. Mutlek
Pvt. C. K. Nelson
Pvt. B. D. Odle
*Pfc. A. V. Peck
Pvt. D. O. Perania
Pvt. D. R. Perez
*Pfc. O. Perez Jr.
Pvt. T. J. Reinsma
Pvt. M. A. Rivera
Pvt. J. Q. Scichowski
Pfc. K. J. Segger
Pvt. E. Serna
Pfc. N. P. Shattuck 
Pvt. T. B. Shirven
Pvt. B. R. Skief
Pvt. D. S. Smith
Pvt. J. L. Smith 
Pvt. J. R. Smith 
Pfc. D. P. Spilker
Pfc. C. W. Stahl
Pfc. N. Z. Storey
Pvt. E. J. Tejada
Pvt. T. R. Thode
Pvt. S. R. Tite
Pvt. K. S. Townsend
Pfc. A. Tran
Pvt. J. J. Tsan
Pvt. T. L. Tulabut
Pvt. B. C. Turney
Pfc. B. M. Upchurch
Pvt. S. T. Valderas
Pfc. R. P. Vella Jr.
Pvt. D. S. Vera-Zaldivar 
Pvt. M. J. Verdick
Pvt. M. C. Wilson
Pvt. M. T. Winzer
Pvt. H. O. Wisniewski

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

COMPANY M
Commanding Officer
Capt. T. S. Berger
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. O. X. Gomez

3rd RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION
													           

PLATOON 3263
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. J. Mabe
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. G. Ferry
Staff Sgt. A. Givings
Staff Sgt. J. Steinburg
Sgt. A. Milord

PLATOON 3261		
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. A. Skelton
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. J. May
Sgt. R. Garnica
Sgt. M. Ortega

PLATOON 3267
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. C. Arguello
Drill Instructors
Sgt. B. Collado                                           	
Sgt. L. Velasquez

Platoon 3261 Platoon 3262 Platoon 3263 Platoon 3265 Platoon 3266

Platoon 2111

COMPANY HONOR MAN
Pfc. A. G. Catcher
Rose, Okla.
Recruited by
Sgt. Z. A. O’Neill

SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. F. J. King
Las Vegas
Recruited by
Sgt. F. Valli Jr.

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. T. J. Macom-Hilton
Albany, Ore.
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Bachman

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. S. B. McMain
Phoenix
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. Glover

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. B. M. Mittman
Des Plaines, Ill.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. R. McNitt Jr. 

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. M. Barrera
Dallas
Recruited by
Sgt. T. Eddins

HIGH SHOOTER (339)
Pfc. A. J. Hayduk
Omaha, Neb.
Marksman Instructor
Cpl. Roque

HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. M. R. Lubeke
Fremont, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. H. Williams

Platoon 3266Platoon 3267 Platoon 3262
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Once recruits reach the 
second phase of training, they 
take on the challenge of becom-
ing a rifleman at Edson Range, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pend-
leton, Calif. 

Under constant supervision 
of Marines who specialize in 
marksmanship, recruits of Com-
pany K, 3rd Recruit Training 
Battalion, were taught the basic 
fundamentals of firing the M16-
A4 Service Rifle during Grass 
Week. These Marines are better 
known as primary marksman-
ship instructors.

The marksmanship instruc-

tors teach recruits the funda-
mental techniques of shooting 
such as breathing control, stabil-
ity and how to properly squeeze 
the trigger. 

“The Corps turns Marines 
into riflemen because every Ma-
rine is a trained rifleman,” said 
Recruit Trinity L. Tippy, Platoon 
3221. “Regardless of a Marine’s 
job, we all learn to be effective 
with our rifles.”

Once PMIs completed the 
classroom instruction, recruits 
moved to a semi-circular area 
to “snap in.” This time allowed 
them to practice the fundamen-
tals they had just learned.  The 
semi-circular area surrounds a 
white barrel with different size 
targets painted on it. The targets 

Recruits learn Marine marksmanship fundamentals

Company K recruits aim in at targets from the 500-yard line in the prone position, at Edson Range, Weapons and Field Training Battalion, Marine Corps Base Camp Pend-
leton, Calif., April 14. Recruits are required to fire from the 200, 300 and 500-yard lines in order to qualify. Today, all male recruited from west of the Mississippi are trained 
at MCRD San Diego. The depot is responsible for training more than 16,000 recruits annually. Company K is scheduled to graduate from recruit training on May 29.

are different sizes simulating 
what they look like from dis-
tances of 200, 300 and 500 yards, 
the exact distances recruits use 
when firing. 

Recruits spend several hours 
“snapping in,” which allows 
them to gain confidence in dif-
ferent shooting positions.

“We have to retain all of the 
knowledge we learned dur-
ing grass week in order to be 
an effective shooter here on 
the range,” said Recruit Uly-
ses Lujano, Platoon 3221. “I’ve 
never fired a weapon before this, 
but the PMIs teach us trigger 
control, breathing techniques 
and a lot of other things that go 
together to fire an accurate shot.”

Once Grass Week is over, 
recruits move on to Firing Week 
when they apply the fundamen-
tal marksmanship principles 
they learned on a live fire range 
and qualify in order to move 

forward with training. Some 
recruits prepare for Firing Week 
physically and mentally by going 
the extra mile.

“I practiced the different fir-
ing positions every chance I got 
during grass week, so I can be 
comfortable firing the weapon in 
those positions on qualification 
day,” said 18-year-old Lujano. 

During rifle qualification, re-
cruits fired the M16-A4 Service 
Rifle from the 200, 300 and 500-
yard lines utilizing four different 
shooting positions: standing, 
kneeling, sitting and prone. 
During the 300-yard rapid fire, 
recruits are required to go from 
the standing to prone position 
and fire 10 rounds in a time limit 
of 60 seconds. 

Firing Week is the first time 
recruits are able to fire their 
weapons in recruit training. 
They are given several days to 
polish their skills before record-

ing an official score.
Qualifying is not only 

important for recruits in order 
to continue with training as 
Marines are required to qualify 
annually to ensure they are 
combat-ready ensuring every 
Marine is required to be a basic 
rif leman. 

Throughout Rif le Week, re-
cruits plot all of their shots into 
a data book, which helps them 
keep track of where their shots 
impacted the target. This helps 
recruits make adjustments for a 
more accurate shot. 

Lessons learned during grass 
week and firing week of recruit 
training are used throughout a 
Marine’s career. For that reason, 
it is important for recruits to 
retain all the knowledge PMIs 
teach. With the instruction and 
coaching, recruits are set up for 
success to move forward in be-
coming United States Marines.

Corporal Hector F. Deleon (left), primary marksmanship instructor, and Cpl. Tony Williams, range 
coach, Range Company, Weapons and Field Training Battalion, assist a Company K recruit in improv-
ing his next shot during rifle week at Edson Range, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton Calif., April 
14. The PMIs spend every day for two weeks with the recruits making sure they are comfortable with 
their weapons and understand the fundamentals of marksmanship. 

A Company K recruit loads 15 rounds into a magazine before fir-
ing at his target from the 500-yard line at Edson Range, Weapons 
and Field Training Battalion, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton 
Calif., April 14. Recruits are required to fire from the 200, 300 and 
500-yard lines in order to qualify. 


