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requiremements
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Recruit Titus L. Pannell, Platoon 2106, Echo Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, works on a motivational piece of art
for Echo Company at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Jan. 31. Pannell is Washington, New Jersey, native and was
recruited out of Recruiting Station San Francisco.

College grad chooses enlisted route
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weight, it wasn’t coming off quickly enough. One month before
his deadline, he started spending every minute of his spare time
in the gym. At one point, Pannell said he was running 16 miles a
day and watching what he ate.

Six months before his 28th birthday, Recruit Titus L. Pannell, “I hated eating that salad,” said Pannell with a smile and
Platoon 2106, Echo Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, a laugh. “But you know I just had to keep going, and it was
made the decision to join the Marine Corps. However, at the time ~ worth it.”
he was 274 pounds, working full time and going to school. His re- Pannell explained his desire to join the Marine Corps came
cruiter explained he would need to lose 74 pounds in five months  from wanting to do something more with his life than what he
before reaching the Marine Corps’ age limit of 28. had accomplished academically and in the work force.

Despite his busy schedule, Pannell continued to work full

time, go to school and work out every day. Though he was losing see GRAD )2

Recruits finding their way in the wild
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Sgt. Benjamin E. Woodle
Recruit Chainey L. Ellis, Platoon 2105, Echo Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, uses his compass to confirm the
direction to the next mark during the Land Navigation Course at Edson Range, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif.,
Jan. 22. Ellis is a Nevada, Mo., native who was recruited out of Recruiting Station Kansas City, Mo. See the land naviga-
tion story and pictures on page 4.
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Half-Marathon gate closures

The San Diego Half-Marathon is
scheduled for March 8 from 7:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Approximately 7,500 runners will
pass miles 7 & 8 at MCRD between
about 7:45 and 10:15 a.m.

The route runs northeast along
Barnett Ave., turns southeast onto Pa-
cific Coast Highway, travels down the
cloverleaf onto northbound Witherby
St., turns east onto Hancock St., then
north onto Noell St.

The following traffic restrictions
will be in place from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.
o Gate 1 (Barnett Ave): Closed. This
is no change from everyday opera-
tions.

o Gate 2 (Barnett Ave): Closed from
7:30 to 10:30 a.m. All traffic must
enter through Gate 5.

o Gate 4 (Pacific Coast Highway/
Witherby St.) Open to inbound traf-
fic from I-5 (via the Old Town exit)
and northbound PCH only 7:30 to
10:30 a.m. Traffic will not be able to
access Gate 4 from the southbound
PCH. Southbound PCH traffic will
be routed to Gate 5 by the San Diego
Police Department.

« Gate 4 (Pacific Coast Highway/
Witherby St.) Outbound traffic will be
able to exit from Gate 4 onto South-
bound PCH only from 7:30 to 10:30
a.m. Outbound access to I-5 will be
closed by SDPD and all traffic routed
onto southbound PCH.

« Gate 5 (Washington St) Normal
operations; no traffic restrictions.

Gate closure test
There will be another Gate 4 clo-
sure test March 2 - 4.
Gate 4:
o Closes March 2 at 6 a.m.
« Reopens March 4 at 6 p.m.
Gate 2:
o Open on March 2 - 4 from 5 a.m. to
10 p.m.
« Returns to normal operating hours
March 5
Gate 5:
« Opens on March 2 at 5 a.m.
Will remain open 24 hours a day
o Resumes normal hours on March 4,
closing at 6 p.m.

Golf tournament

The MCRD San Diego Navy/Ma-
rine Corps Relief Society will host a
golf tournament benefit March 20.

The event begins at 8 a.m. at the
Admiral Baker Golf Course, near the
Mission Gorge area of San Diego.

There will be prizes for longest
drive and closest to pin tickets.

Tickets are $70, which covers
greens fees, carts, range balls and
lunch.

The tournament is open to all
depot personnel but there are only 144
spots available. For information and to
make reservations call (619) 437-3245.

Reservation fees must be paid to
the above POCs by March 10.

Send briefs to:

rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron
staff reserves the right to publish only
those briefs that comply with Depart-
ment of Defense regulations and the
standards of the U.S. Government.
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Company M recruits perform two sets of pull-ups followed up by sets of push-ups during a physical fitness session at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Feb. 19.
The event included several exercises such as sprints, high knees and side shuffles.

Company M introduced to Corps physical fitness
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As the recruits of Mike
Company entered week two of

Company M recruits run sprints before starting the physical fitness session. The purpose of this
physical fitness session was to show each recruit what areas of fitness he needs to improve on be-
fore the initial physical fitness test.

recruit training, they spent the
morning under the rising sun
conducting a physical fitness
session at Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot San Diego, Feb. 19.
The six platoons of Com-

pany M began the session by
warming up with stretches
then conducted stations of
pull-ups, push-ups and sprints.
Each station had two platoons
of recruits ready to attack

the drill. The purpose of this
physical fitness session was to
show each recruit what areas
of fitness he needs to improve
upon before the initial physical
fitness test.

“Marines are required to be
physically fit. It’s important
we take every work out session
seriously to improve to the next
level of physical fitness,” said
Recruit Matthew L. Patterson,
Platoon 3266. “We are able to
see what we need to improve on
after every workout session.”

The initial PFT takes place
on training day 22, and that is
the first time recruits will be
scored on their fitness level,
explained Patterson, a Gilbert,
Ariz., native.

Drenched in sweat from
working in the San Diego heat,
recruits pushed their limits
at each station to build their
cardiovascular stamina, endur-
ance and strength.

“Physical strength and en-
durance is critical to have when
it comes to the high demands
of the PFT,” said Recruit Dallas
S. Chenevert, Platoon 2366.
“That’s not the only challenge
we take on though. Recruit
training is full of physically

demanding events.”

Recruits take on many
vigorous challenges to prepare
them for obstacles they may
face as they progress through
training.

Not only do recruits have to
train for the PFT, but also the
Crucible, which is one of the
final challenges recruits must
prepare for before graduating
recruit training and earning
the title Marine. Every physical
fitness session should be taken
seriously and recruits should
get the maximum amount of
training from it, explained
Chenevert, a Baton Rouge, La.,
native.

Drill instructors observed
the recruits closely during each
station to ensure they executed
the movements correctly and
gave their best efforts.

“I believe one of the big-
gest challenges going through
recruit training is staying
motivated from start to finish,”
said Chenevert. “Drill instruc-
tors do a good job of keeping
us motivated. Marines have
no choice but to keep pushing
forward through any situation,
and they do it efficiently. It’s
why we have a Marine Corps.”

GRAD«1

“I wanted to know that I could push
myself physically,” said Pannell. “When
I saw the Marines, their standards and
how tough they are. I was like, ‘let me
push myself to the limit’, and that’s why
I came here.

Pannell decided to join the Corps as
an infantry man because he was angered
by watching reports of terrorism taking
place around the world. He felt those re-
ports were signs telling him what military
occupational specialty he should choose.

“The last month of working out I kept

seeing Islamic State of Iraq and Syria on
TV and I heard we might be sent back
over there to fight them. I felt, ‘this is the
reason why God called me to be here, to
fight this evil’.”

Because Pannell has three college de-
grees, he had the option to enter Officer
Candidate School, but instead chose to
enter through the enlisted route.

“I really wanted to earn the title Ma-
rine before I earned the title of Marine
officer,” said Pannell. “I didn’t want to
skip any steps. I wanted to see where
(Marines) were coming from before I
lead them.”

The Washington, New Jersey, native
said he believed by becoming an enlisted
Marine before a commissioned officer,
he would be better suited to empathize
with and lead enlisted Marines.

In his platoon, Pannell has contrib-
uted to recruit morale by being the pla-
toon prayer leader and by using his skills
learned from his Masters in Fine Arts to
make motivational artwork for his pla-
toon.

Pannell will graduate today, and his
drill instructors have nothing but high
praise and high expectations for him.

“He’s a leader for the younger recruits

and humble,” said Staff Sgt. Vicenti Er-
vin, senior drill instructor, Platoon 2106.
“He’s an adult who really knows where
he wants to go. I think he’s awesome and
that he is going to make a good infantry
officer.”

Ervin explained he respected Pannell’s
decision to go through enlisted training
before becoming an officer and believes
that says a lot about his character.

Following graduation and infantry
training, Pannell said he plans on imme-
diately working his way toward becom-
ing an infantry officer and will a start
working on a few long-term goals.
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Platoon 2106 Platoon 2102 Platoon 2101 Platoon 2103 Platoon 2105 Platoon 2107 Platoon 2102 Platoon 2103
COMPANY HONOR MAN  SERIES HONOR MAN PLATOON HONOR MAN  PLATOON HONOR MAN PLATOON HONOR MAN  PLATOON HONOR MAN HIGH SHOOTER (341) HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. M. V. Meyer Lance Cpl.A. T. Mota Pfc. Z. E. Taylor Pfc. E. R. Herrera Pfc. J. R. Knottman Pfc. M. O. Esquivel Pfc. A. N. Barlow Pfc. W. B. Canela Jr.

Sacramento, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. B. R. Saraleno

Merced, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. J. D. Van Buren

Witchita, Kan.
Recruited by

Sgt. H. G. Avila

Corpus Christi, Texas
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Marmolejo

Topeka, Kan.
Recruited by
Sgt. S. Rooker

Whittier, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. V. M. Rodriguez

Anchorage, Alaska
Marksman Instructor
Sgt. P. M. Nevius

ECHO COMPANY

2nd RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION

Commanding Officer

Lt. Col. W. Doctor

Sacramento, Calif
Recruited by
Sgt. A. Standrough

HONOR Sergeant Major Sgt. Maj. A. O. Osinowo
PLATOON Battalion Drill Master Staff Sgt. J. W. Flesher
SERIES 2101 PLATOON 2101 PLATOON 2102 PLATOON 2103
Series Commander Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor
Capt. V. M. Garcia Sgt. A. D. Ortiz Sgt. R. O. Wilson Staff Sgt. S. M. Perry
Chief Drill Instructor Drill Instructors Drill Instructors Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. A. Gonzalez Sgt. D. D. Bryant Sgt. A. C. Alvarado Staff Sgt. J. R. Galvan
Sgt. A. A. Calloway Sgt. J. I. Davila Sgt. J. R. Forkner
Sgt. J. A. George Sgt. N. B. McDonald Sgt. S. L. Mendez
COMPANY E Sgt. M. C. Jefferson Sgt. R. Rodriguez
Commanding Officer
Capt. D. L. Shivers
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. B. E. Campbell SERIES 2105 PLATOON 2105 PLATOON 2106 PLATOON 2107
Series Commander Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor
Capt. J. W. Sykas Sgt. J. P. Bednarik Staff Sgt. V. R. Ervin Gunnery Sgt. C. P. Lewis
Chief Drill Instructor Drill Instructors Drill Instructors Drill Instructors
Gunnery Sgt. C. B. Milam Sgt. J. H. Estrada Staff Sgt. A.T. Blomquist Staff Sgt. R. Chavarria
Sgt. P. C. Mason Staff Sgt. E. Martinez Staff Sgt. J. B. Foust
Sgt. J. O. Sanchez Staff Sgt. R. Robertson Staff Sgt. J. G. Maisonet
Sgt. S. J. Wills Sgt. C. E. Rios
* Indicates Meritorious Promotion
PLATOON 2101 Pvt. I. Vasquez Pvt. M. A. Martel Pfc. H. R. Jakstas Pvt. M. Flores Pvt. A. R. Newman Pfc. S. C. Goller
Pvt. L. J. Basilio Pvt. I. Vasquez Pvt. M. A. Martinez Pvt. D. R. Johnson Pvt. K. C. Foessel Pvt. I. C. Nuncio Pfc. K. R. Harland
Pvt. P. J. Calzada Il Pfc. A. J. Villegas Pvt. L. J. McGinnis Pfc. C. W. Jones Pvt. C. D. Fravel Pvt. T. J. Osborne Pfc. D. Kapelkin
Pvt. R. Catalan Pvt. D. J. Washington Pvt. B. M. Metz Pvt. B. S. Jordan Pvt. J. Gonzalez *Pfc. T. B. Overcash Pvt. J. A. Kumarram
Pfc. A. Cruz Pfc. V. H. Webb II Pfc. A. W. Monro Pvt. D. S. Keefer-Harms Pvt. R. A. Gray Pvt. D. G. Owens Pfc. G. Kwon
*Pfc. K. R. Cruz Pvt. J. S. Wheeler Pfc. A. P. Montes Pvt. N. L. Killgore Pvt. J. A. Guerrero llI Pvt. S. W. Packer Pvt. D. J. Lovell
Pvt. E. De Santiago- Pfc. T. J. Windfield *Lance Cpl. A. T. Mota Pfc. A. K. Koanda Pvt. N. F. Gutierrez Pfc. T. L. Pannell Pfc. T. M. Masuoka
Medina Pfc. A. |. Zepeda-Bernal Pvt. J. C. Ogden Il Pfc. J. R. Lazaro Pfc. D. A. Haines Pvt. B. L. Parker Pfc. V. V. Mattina
Pfc. I. Diaz Pfc. J. S. Ojala Pvt. T. J. Lee *Pfc. R. L. Haskins- Pvt. O. A. Parker Pvt. A. Milosevic
Pfc. J. P. Doring PLATOON 2102 Pvt. D. G. Pagan Pvt. M. A. Lopez Jr. Del Angel Pvt. R. L. Perea-Lopez Pvt. G. N. Monk
Pfc. A. A. Haneline Pvt. T. L. Agnew Pfc. S. Parra Pvt. O. A. Lopez Pfc. R. Hernandez Jr. Pvt. M. Perez Pvt. W. L. Pearson
Pvt. J. Hernandez Pvt. L. R. Aguilar Pvt. Z. A. Partridge Pvt. K. R. Lumangyao Pfc. J. M. Hernandez Pfc. T. S. Proctor Pvt. C. M. Reeves
Pvt. J. A. Holguin Pvt. C. L. Aichele Ill Pvt. V. Patel Pfc. M. T. Lundgren Pfc. C. E. Hershberger Pvt. T. W. Pugh Pfc. A. J. Sabido
Pvt. C. J. Hovorka Pvt. M. R. Amos Pvt. J. Portillo Pvt. K. T. Martin Pfc. L. T. Ho Pfc. A. Ramirez Pfc. F. K. Saechao
Pfc. A. Jasso Pvt. Z. P. Anderson Pvt. L. J. Prater Pvt. E. Mata Ill Pvt. J. W. Honeycutt Pvt. D. S. Ramirez Pvt. V. J. Sanchez-
Pvt. K. R. Lawrence Pvt. A. L. Ayres Pvt. T. M. Presson Pvt. J. M. Maulet Pfc. B. A. Hooper Pfc. R. C. Ramos Rodriguez
Pvt. P. A. Llanto IV Pvt. J. S. Bahr Pvt. A. J. Wilkins Pvt. B. N. McKenzie Pvt. K. R. Jones Pvt. W. A. Ray Pvt. D. J. Sanders
Pvt. S. M. Martinez Pfc. A. P. Baker-Carr *Pfc. C. M. Melhus *Pfc. J. T. King Pvt. R. Rea Pvt. J. J. Sauer
Pvt. E. A. Mendoza Pvt. D. J. Barbush PLATOON 2103 Pfc. M. Miranda Pfc. J. R. Kottman Pvt. B. Recamier Pfc. N. A. Schmall
Pvt. S. |. Parker Pvt. M. J. Barker Pvt. B. M. Adams Pvt. M. A. Moreno- Pfc. D. V. Labella Pvt. J. A. Reynoso Il Pvt. T. J. Schmelzle
Pvt. A. Perez *Pfc. A. N. Barlow Pfc. E. A. Ajpacaja Castillo Pvt. S. C. Lam Pfc. T. M. Robinette Pvt. B. A. Schmit
Pvt. A. L. Perez Pfc. C. J. Beach Pvt. A. R. Alfaro Pvt. J. M. Murray Pfc. G. V. Landry Il Pvt. J. S. Rodriguez Pfc. M. B. Schram
Pvt. H. Polanco-Soto Pvt. A. R. Beiser Pfc. N. A. Arredondo Pvt. A. D. Nagle Pvt. K. M. Leonard Pvt. R. A. Rodriguez Pfc. C. W. Shafer
Pvt. J. H. Porper Pfc. L. S. Bigelow Pvt. H. Barron-Farias Pvt. C. M. Parker Pfc. A. M. Lopez Pvt. M. Rodriguez- Pvt. K. A. Sizer
Pfc. J. J. Porras *Pfc. G. C. Bramsen Pvt. K. N. Bedora Pfc. P. H. Telles Pvt. C. R. Lopez Villanueva Pvt. E. A. Smith
Pfc. A. M. Porter Jr. Pvt. B. M. Brillhart Pvt. P. D. Blassingame Pvt. M. A. Madril *Pfc. D. M. Roll Pvt. S. J. Snodgrass
Pvt. C. R. Price Pvt. S. L. Cartwright Pvt. M. W. Burress PLATOON 2105 Pfc. B. P. Marquis Pfc. G. Sanchez Pvt. Y. Song
Pvt. J. J. Prime *Pfc. T. M. Cash Pfc. G. Can *Pfc. J. D. Alfred Pfc. D. T. Mast Pvt. T. R. Santos Pvt. E. Soriano
*Pfc. G. A. Quan Il Pfc. P. C. Castillo *Pfc. W. B. Canela Jr. Pvt. E. Alvarez Pvt. T. S. McCallum Pvt. D. R. Shore Pvt. W. J. Streets
Pfc. C. A. Quinley *Pfc. C. R. Cockrum Pvt. D. O. Cano Pvt. E. A. Anchondo Jr. Pvt. J. E. Mejia Pvt. C. R. Shuck Pvt. R. T. Swiecicki
Pvt. A. K. Quintana Pvt. B. L. Crist Pfc. A. C. Cavender Pfc. N. M. Andrews Pvt. S. G. Middleton Pvt. P. A. Stiemke Pfc. A. J. Swisher
Pvt. H. D. Ramirez Pvt. J. C. Delgado- Pvt. P. A. Chase Pfc. I. J. Arnst Pvt. E. J. Miller Pvt. D. P. Stuckey Pfc. K. T. Ta
Pvt. J. Ramirez Rodriguez Pvt. K. A. Cordova Pvt. J. M. Arteaga-Garcia Pfc. E. H. Vazquez Pfc. H. J. Susee Pvt. Z. T. Taylor
Pvt. J. Ramirez-Robledo Pvt. V. E. Estrada Pfc. I. P. Cruz Pvt. F. J. Ayala Pvt. T. J. Talley Pfc. A. J. Thompson
Pvt. T. M. Rankin Pvt. J. M. Garcia *Pfc. C. A. Dalitz Pfc. M. A. Barajas PLATOON 2106 Pvt. T. S. Vail Pvt. N. A. Torkelson
Pvt. J. E. Rayles Pfc. R. Garza Jr. Pvt. J. E. Dalton Pvt. E. Betan-Court Pvt. W. J. Alarcon Pvt. M. R. Vega Pvt. M. J. Valdez IV
Pvt. S. B. Rehor Pvt. J. E. Garza Pvt. M. R. Davis Pfc. J. M. Bohlender Pfc. E. Angeles Pvt. J. D. Vincent Pfc. S. K. Vang
Pvt. R. A. Reyes Pvt. D. A. Gilbertson *Pfc. J. A. DeLange Pvt. J. F. Bojorquez Pvt. M. Arzamendi Pvt. B. M. Wainscott Pvt. S. J. VanHaren
Pvt. V. M. Reyes Pfc. A. L. Gonzalez Pfc. S. D. Dion Pvt. M. A. Bonugli Pvt. T. A. Atwater Pfc. T. P. Webster Pvt. C. J. VanVolkinburg
Pvt. A. M. Reynolds Pfc. D. B. Greene Pvt. B. J. Dolgner Pvt. A. D. Bridges Pvt. J. M. Bauer Pvt. T. M. Werthman Pvt. E. Vazquez-Hinojos
Pfc. J. Reynoso Pvt. J. J. Greer Pfc. L. B. Dossantos *Pfc. J. D. Brooks *Pfc. C. S. Brown Pfc. R. Z. Williams Pvt. K. J. Volk
Pvt. C. L. Rice Pvt. A. R. Guiterrez Pvt. B. S. Dudik Pvt. Z. L. Buchanan *Pfc. S. L. Brown Pvt. C. J. Wilson Pfc. S. M. Weaver
Pvt. J. H. Robinson Pvt. C. N. Hansen Pvt. J. L. Evans Pfc. M. A. Bueso- Pvt. A. D. Carey Pvt. W. C. Weaver
Pvt. R. A. Robles Pvt. R. J. Hernandez- Pfc. T. W. Ewin Jr. Sandoval Pvt. J. Q. Caudillo PLATOON 2107 *Pfc. B. G. Webber
*Pfc. R. E. Rogers Bello Pvt. B. N. Finseth Pvt. M. D. Cantrall Pfc. A. T. Clark Pvt. C. E. Arellano- Pvt. A. B. Wild
Pvt. C. A. Roof Il *Pfc. R. L. Herpel Pvt. J. P. Flournoy Pfc. T. D. Cao Pvt. R. Contreras Castro Pvt. C. W. Williams
Pfc. A. C. Rowley Pfc. T. C. Hicks Pfc. C. A. Frohlich Pvt. A. E. Capasso Pvt. I. Contreras Pvt. A. Avendano Pvt. D. C. Williams
Pvt. C. A. Rudolph Pvt. D. A. Hill-Esparza Pfc. J. Garcia Pvt. S. Cardenas Pfc. C. Cruz Pvt. J. C. Ayala *Pfc. M. D. Williams
Pvt. S. E. Runion Pfc. D. E. Imholte Pvt. B. S. Gernhardt Pvt. J. M. Cates Pvt. D. D. Daley Pvt. A. J. Baker Pvt. V. A. Youngquist
Pvt. M. A. Salazar Pvt. J. B. Jacobson Pvt. T. S. Giberson Pvt. A. J. Chandler Pvt. H. C. Danielson Pvt. J. R. Blaken-Baker Pvt. A. Zapata-Mendez
Pvt. D. A. Salcedo Pvt. C. O. Jimenez *Pfc. E. Gomez Pfc. J. S. Claborn Pvt. A. Diaz *Pfc. J. A. Blevins Pvt. D. H. Zatorski
*Pfc. H. A. Salt Pfc. J. R. Jones Pvt. J. l. Gomez-Solis Pvt. J. E. Cooper Pfc. S. R. Ericksen Pvt. S. A. Bliss Pfc. A. Y. Zhou
Pvt. J .E. Samperio- Pvt. A. P. Jones-Leduc Pvt. J. J. Graham Pvt. O. E. Cruz Pvt. G. V. Garcia Pvt. J. E. Brown
Llamas Jr. Pfc. Z. J. Kanczuzewski Pvt. Z. J. Grenier Pvt. J. L. Cully Pvt. D. Guerrero Pvt. J. D. Bruce
Pvt. D. Sanchez Pvt. J. H. Keenan-Tasker ~ Pvt. N. W. Griffiths Pvt. A. C DeCoteau Pvt. C. M. Heuton Pvt. S. J. Choi
Pvt. M. B. Sanchez Pvt. L. C. Kephart Pfc. J. D. Guzman Pvt. A. Delos-Reyes Pvt. S. J. King Il Pvt. E. V. Crane
Pvt. D. J. Savoy Pvt. A. D. Kutz Pfc. Z. S. Hahmann Pfc. E. DeSantiago I Pvt. J. A. Leiva Pvt. L. D. Dean
Pvt. M. A. Serna-Perez Pvt. J. Lares Pvt. S. Helmi Pvt. N. A. Drake Pvt. Z. D. Lewis Pfc. K. R. Diez
Pvt. J. S. Sevilleja Pfc. J. Ledesma Pvt. A. L. Henderson Pvt. M. J. Durand Pvt. C. Lomeli-Rocha Pvt. L. G. Digal
Pvt. M. A. Sherron Pvt. M. R. Leivick Pfc. O. A. Hernandez Jr. Pvt. L. B. Elliott Pvt. M. F. Lopez Pvt. M. A. Escudero-
Pvt. V. R. Shrestha Pfc. M. J. Lim *Pfc. E. R. Herrera Pvt. C. L. Ellis Pfc. T. R. Lowry Higuera
Pvt. A. W. Stoody Pvt. M. A. Lopez Pvt. T. E. Hibbard Pvt. V. M. Escamilla Pfc. J. P. Marcial Pfc. M. O. Esquivel
Pvt. T. L. Strand Pvt. J. Luu Pvt. J. S. Hilyard Pvt. S. B. Esparza Pvt. F. J. Mena Pvt. D. W. Fessler
Pfc. Z. E. Taylor Pfc. N. D. Lyons Pfc. C. J. Hosner Pvt. P. L. Estrada *Pfc. M. V. Meyer Pfc. N. M. Flores
Pvt. B. J. Tedder *Pfc. A. J. Maki Pfc. J. B. Hotard Pvt. A. L. Fall Pvt. R. J. Minjarez- Pvt. B. R. Gambrel
Pfc. D. L. Tobin Pvt. W. A. Malloy Pvt. A. R. Houle Pvt. T. D. Farrington Sugich Pvt. L. Garcia-Cuevas
Pvt. T. T. Vang Pvt. R. Marin-Romero Pvt. N. E. Irmeger Pvt. J. E. Fisher Jr. Pvt. D. A. Moorehouse *Pfc. M. Garcia-Puga
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Recruits Jacob R. Kottman and Chainey L. Ellis, (left to right) Platoon 2105, Echo Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, determine the direction to their next mark dur-
ing the Land Navigation Course at Edson Range, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Jan. 22. Going through the course with minimal, or at times no supervision,
recruits had a chance to get a sense of the critical factor of learning and properly executing the techniques they were taught.

Company E finds mark during land navigation training
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MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Ca-
lif. - Out in the field, when navigational equipment
fails, one must rely on the tools few thought they
would ever need. Land navigation skills still hold
great value on today’s battlefield due to their ability to
potentially save the lives of a Marine and his team.

Recruits of Echo Company, 2nd Recruit Training
Battalion, made their way through the Land Naviga-
tion Course at Edson Range, Jan. 22.

“This course helps develop a basic sense of land
navigation skills,” said Sgt. Cristian E. Rios, drill
instructor, Platoon 2107. “Marines need to know
these skills because at any point during an opera-
tion their gear may malfunction, but they will still
need to find their way around.”

In a modern day of electronics and global posi-
tion satellite systems, some may argue the relevance
of teaching these techniques to recruits. Out in the
field environments, though, these systems have the
tendency to fail, causing one to resort to the basic
skills taught here.

“I've had some situations in my career where I've
been dropped in a location, given a map and a com-
pass and told to figure it out,” said Rios, a Miami,
native. “My junior Marines struggled in that situa-
tion, because beyond recruit training and the school
of infantry, they didn’t have as much experience
using these tools.”

Prior to starting the event, recruits received
classes on land navigation techniques and how to
properly use a map and compass while in the field.
Recruits then set off to determine their pace count
they would use while going from point to point.
They were then paired up and given a set of coordi-
nates that identified their required points along the
route. Once in the course, they found out quickly
that the techniques taught were vital to being suc-
cessful in course navigation.

“It was difficult figuring out a back azimuth or
different routes around obstacles, such as hills or
thick brush,” said Recruit Jacob R. Kottman, Platoon
2105. “These caused us to go off our path, so we had
to figure out our adjusted pace count and get back on
our original azimuth.”

During training, most drill instructors have the
ability to explain the usefulness and benefits of their
basic training they applied in combat situations in
Iraq or Afghanistan.

“It’s all a part of the new Marine Corps and train-
ing smart,” said Rios. “We have the chance to pass
down all of our combat experience to these new
Marines and better prepare them in the areas that,
looking back, we could have improved on.”

Going through the course with minimal, or at
times no supervision, recruits had a chance to get a
sense of the critical factor of learning and properly
executing the techniques they were taught.

“This is something I could be actually applying
soon that all Marines need to know,” said Kottman,
who was recruited out of Recruit Station Kansas City,
Mo. “Being here also makes you work together with
people you may not have been as close with and forces
you to take the individualism out and work together.”

With another new set of tools and knowledge
in their vastly developing arsenal, Echo Company
marched on with an increased confidence in their
ability to navigate and conduct themselves in a com-
bat environment.

“If our equipment ever goes down, we can fall back
on this basic training,” said Kottman. “It could help
us or our brothers to our left and right to get out of a
bad situation and safely get back.”

Recruit Chainey L. Ellis, Company E, uses his compass to navigate to the next mark navigation mark. Recruits will
use these skills when they continue their training at the School of Infantry.

Company E recruits track their pace count before they start the Land Navigation Course at Edson Range, Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Jan. 22. After getting their pace count, the recruits were paired up, given a
set of coordinates that identified where their ammunition cans were located and sent out to find them.



