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“WHERE MARINES ARE MADE”

Recruits of Mike Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, execute an arm-bar take down during the Marine Corps Martial Arts
Program test aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Nov. 12. Recruits perform MCMAP techniques in a rubber tire pit,
which allows them to properly execute throws without fear of seriously hurting another recruit.

Mike Company passes MCMAP test

STORY & PHOTOS BY
SGT. BENJAMIN E. WOODLE
Chevron staff

Modern combat still requires the use of
hand-to-hand techniques. When the am-
munition runs out, one needs to be pre-
pared to fight an enemy combatant with
any means necessary. The basic level of
training takes place at recruit training,
where recruits take the first step of ex-
panding their warrior knowledge.

Recruits of Mike Company, 3rd Recruit
Training Battalion, earned their tan belt
during the Marine Corps Martial Arts

Program test aboard Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot San Diego, Nov. 12.

“The purpose is to test recruits’ knowl-
edge, understanding and proficiency in
MCMAP,” said Sgt. Jason M. May, drill in-
structor, Platoon 3274. “It’s also a gradua-
tion requirement to ensure recruits obtain
the minimum Marine Corps standards,
which is the tan belt syllabus.”

During the event, recruits were broken
down into groups of 20 and assigned a
drill instructor from Instructional Train-
ing Company, who conducted the test.
The ITC instructor called out techniques
recruits needed to execute in order to ad-

vance, and Mike Company showed up
ready for the challenge.

“Some recruits had some trouble with
retention of some techniques, but overall
we came prepared,” said Recruit Curtis M.
Mickelson, Plt. 3274. “We received a lot
of re mediation while up at Camp Pendle-
ton, and a little over the past two days, so
it helped keep things fresh in our minds.”

The MCMAP test rewards recruits
with their first belt in the colored belt level
system, the tan belt. Once they reach the
Fleet Marine Force, Marines can continue

see MCMAP >4

Denver native becomes Marine

STORY & PHOTOS BY
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Marines are known for be-
ing physical fit and being able
to carry out the mission of
the Marine Corps.

Private First Class Jus-
tice T. Appiah, Platoon 2175,
Hotel Company, 2nd Recruit
Training Battalion, earned
the title as the company iron-
man by completing an 18-
minute three-mile run, 24
pull-ups and 167 crunches
during a Physical Fitness Test
at Marine Corps Recruit De-
pot San Diego, Calif.

Appiah was born in Bronx,
N.Y,, and at the age of nine,
he moved to Denver with his
mother, father, brother and
sister, but that’s not where
his family started out.

While his parents and old-
er sister were born in Ghana,
Africa, he and his younger
brother were born in the
United States.

When Appiah was nine

months old, he and his family
moved back to Ghana where
they lived until Appiah was
nine years old.

“The village we lived in
had power, running water
and was surrounded by for-
estry, however it wasn’t ad-
vanced with modern-day
technology,” said Appiah. “It
was a rural place to live, not
urban.”

Appiah’s parents showed
him the meaning of hard
work and discipline, he ex-
plained.

“My parents weren’t very
wealthy, but they’ve always
worked hard, and it showed
me through hard work and
discipline you can achieve
anything,” said Appiah. “My
parents decided to move
back to the states, so that’s
when I was introduced to
the cold weather of Denver,
Colorado.”

Denve pleasant to grow up
in, Appiah explained.

see MARINE »4

Private First Class Justice T. Appiah, Platoon 2175, Hotel
Company, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, stands at parade
rest in the squad bay that has been his home for the last
three months of recruit training at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego, Calif., Nov. 19. Appiah is a Denver native
and was recruited out of Recruiting Station Denver.
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Thanksgiving celebration

The depot’s Single Marine Program
will celebrate Thanksgiving from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., Nov. 27, at the Boat-
house and Marina.

There will be free food and bev-
erages, and the free use of paddle
boards, kayaks, pedal boats, etc.

For information contact Johanna at
jonesjoa@usmc-mccs.org.

Thanksgiving buffet

The Bayview Restaurant offers a
Thanksgiving Buffet Nov. 27, from 11
a.m. until 2 p.m.

The menu includes sirloin of beef
Au’Tu, turkey, Cornish game hens,
pasta, salads and all the trimmings;
and a dessert station featuring cakes,
pies, Bailey’s Irish Cream bread
pudding with Bailey’s Cream glaze,
assorted cookies, brownies, fruit-&-
nut bars.

Cost is $31.95 for adults, $25.95
for active duty and seniors, $15.95 for
children five to 11 years of age. Chil-
dren under five eat for free.

Call (619) 725-6388 for reserva-
tions.

2014 Turkey Trot 5K Fun Run

The depot is scheduled to hold its
annual Turkey Trot Nov. 21 at the
MCRD Fieldhouse Lawn. This is a
Commanding General Cup event.

The run is free for all authorized
patrons (active duty, dependents,
reservist, civilian employees and
retirees). A $10 fee is required for all
guests. Registration for authorized
patrons may be accomplished via the
net at mcrdturkeytrot.eventbrite.com.
Online registration closes at 11:55
p.m., Nov. 18. Authorized patrons
and all guests may register on the
day of the race from 10:30 a.m. at the
Fieldhouse.

The race begins at 1 p.m.

For information call (619) 524-
5655.

Tun Tavern Tea

The MCRD Museum Foundation
will host its annual Tun Tavern Tea at
the depot’s Command Museum Visi-
tor Reception Center Dec. 6, from 2 to
5p.m.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

This holiday event includes hors
d’oeuvres and holiday refreshments
compliments of the Foundation.

The event will recognize Volun-
teers of the Year from the Command
Museum, the Foundation and the
Docent Program, as well as thank all
Foundation volunteers and supporters
of the past year.

Those attending the event are
asked to bring at least one new, un-
wrapped toy for the Marine Corps’s
Toys for Tots program.

Dress is civilian informal.

For information call the Founda-
tion office at (619) 524-4426.

Send briefs to:

rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron
staff reserves the right to publish only
those briefs that comply with Depart-
ment of Defense regulations and the
standards of the U.S. Government.
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An MV-22 “Osprey” from Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 262 soars over the Pacific Ocean during a flight from the Philippines to Australia Nov. 8. Marines and aircraft
from VMM-262, VMM-265 and Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152 flew approximately 4,700 miles from Okinawa, Japan to Brisbane, Australia, to provide aerial
support for President Barack Obama and Marine Helicopter Squadron One during the G20 Summit. When paired with the KC-130J, the Osprey is able to provide assault
support to any location in the 105 million square miles that comprise the Marine Forces Pacific area of responsibility.

MV-22s, KC-130Js team up to overcome the Tyranny of Distance

STORY & PHOTOS BY

STAFF SGT. ZACHARY DYER

III Marine Expeditionary Force / Marine
Corps Installations Pacific

BRISBANE, Australia - Just
more than 50 years ago, Kenneth
E. Boulding created the concept
of the Loss of Strength Gradi-
ent. Boulding posited that the
amount of military power a na-
tion can bring to bear in any part
of the world depends heavily on
the distance that power must
travel to reach its objective. As
the distance increases, the level
of military strength projected
decreases.

In the Marine Forces Pacific
area of responsibility, which
covers approximately 105 mil-
lion square miles, distance is a
hurdle confronting command-
ers on a daily basis. The AOR
encompasses close to 50 percent
of the world’s surface area, and is
home to 60 percent of the world’s
population. Getting Marines
and equipment to the areas they
are needed can present a unique
challenge.

Enter the Marine Corps’ new-
est team, the MV-22 “Osprey”
and the KC-130] “Hercules.”

“The Osprey/Hercules team
provides the Marine Corps a
long-range operational capabil-
ity to deliver combat troops,
humanitarian supplies, and
equipment to austere locations
that have traditionally been un-
attainable by helicopters, due to
their lack of range, or traditional
transport fixed wing aircraft
because of a lack of an airfield,”
explained Col. Dave Krebs,
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
chief of staff. “This enhanced
capability enables us to meet
our regional security agree-
ments, extended deterrence and
decrease response times to our

multilateral partners within the
Pacific AOR.”

The strategic importance
of the Osprey and Hercules
was recently demonstrated by
1st MAW when Marines and
aircraft from Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Squadron 265, VMM-
262 and Marine Aerial Refueling
Transport Squadron 152, flew
approximately 4,700 miles from
Okinawa, Japan, to Brisbane,
Australia. The team flew aerial
support missions with Marine
Helicopter Squadron One in
support of President Barack
Obama’s attendance at the G20
Summit.

“Just about any aircraft can
take off from Okinawa and
island hop down to Australia,”
said Lt. Col. Chris Murray, the
commanding officer for Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265.
“But only the Osprey can take
off from (Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion) Futenma, island hop down
to Australia, and then land in a
space the size of a football field.”

Taken in three separate “legs,”
the journey required the Osprey
to refuel inflight several times.
Both the Ospreys and Hercu-
les transported the parts and
equipment they would need to be
completely self-sustained during
the mission along with the Ma-
rines to maintain the aircraft. It
is that ability to self-deploy that
enables the two aircraft to be as
effective as they are.

“I've watched (the team) grow
over the last few years, and it
continues to sharpen,” said Maj.
Mitch Maury, the VMGR-152
executive officer. “We’re get-
ting better, getting to know each
other better and learning what
both platforms can do.”

The mission to Brisbane is
just the latest notch in the team’s
belt. Since the MV-22 first ar-

rived on Okinawa in late 2012,
it has supported several high
level missions, most notably
providing humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief
during Operation Damayan
when Super Typhoon Haiyan
devastated the Philippines

in 2013. During Operation
Damayan, Ospreys evacuated
more than 1,200 people and

delivered more than 20 tons of
supplies to remote areas where
traditional aircraft could not
reach.

“You need to understand the
significance of that operational
reach,” said Krebs of the dis-
tance the Osprey and Hercules
can attain together. “Mumbai,
India, at the Western edge of
the Pacific AOR, is only 3,452

miles from Okinawa; Anchor-
age, Alaska, is only 4,424 miles
from Okinawa; Honolulu,
Hawaii is 4,716 from Okinawa.
1st MAW can project power

or respond to crisis anywhere
in the Pacific AOR rapidly
and completely self-contained
with our KC-130] and MV-22s,
ready to support or fight the
moment we arrive.”

Two Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152 KC-130Js turn in preparation of landing at Royal
Australian Air Force Base Darwin Nov. 8. Marines and aircraft from VMGR-152, Marine Medium Tiltro-
tor Squadron 265 and VMM-262 flew approximately 4,700 miles from Okinawa, Japan, to Brisbane,
Australia to provide aerial support for President Barack Obama and Marine Helicopter Squadron One
during the G20 Summit.
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Platoon 2175 Platoon 2171 Platoon 2169 Platoon 2170 Platoon 2173 Platoon 2174 Platoon 2173 Platoon 2175

COMPANY HONOR MAN  SERIES HONOR MAN PLATOON HONOR MAN  PLATOON HONOR MAN PLATOON HONOR MAN  PLATOON HONOR MAN HIGH SHOOTER (338) HIGH PFT (300)
Lance Cpl. M. A. Willis  Lance Cpl. E. Pfc. S. J. Hays Pfc. O. E. Egea Pfc. C. A. Derring Jr. Pfc. K. Zavala-Aviles Pfc. B. L. Dahiman Pfc. J. T. Appiah
Marmington, Minn. Dominguez IlI Los Angeles Anchorage, Alaska Phoenix Los Angeles Albuquerque, N.M. Denver
Recruited by San Antonio Recruited by Recruited by Recruited by Recruited by Marksman Instructor Recruited by
Sgt. R. F. Dibiaso Recruited by Staff Sgt. P. Andres Staff Sgt. C. Harriman Staff Sgt. V. Laurel Sgt. C. E. Ochoa-Mendez Cpl. D. A. Martinez Sgt. C. Fuller

Sgt. T. K. Garner

HOTEL COMPANY

2nd RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION

Commanding Officer Lt. Col. W. Doctor

HONOR Sergeant Major 1st Sgt. J. M. Melendez
PLATOON Battalion Drill Master Staff Sgt. E. J. Estes
SERIES 2169 PLATOON 2169 PLATOON 2170 PLATOON 2171
Series Commander Senior Drill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Drill Instructor
Capt. J. T. North Staff Sgt. M. Cortes Jr. Sgt. J. A. Castillanos Sgt. N. C. Bohne
Chief Dirill Instructor Drill Instructors Drill instructors Dirill instructors
Staff Sgt. R. P. Bowen Staff Sgt. P. E. Evans Sgt. J. R. Moore Sgt. D. J. Bricka
Staff Sgt. K. J. De La Cruz Sgt. G. Silva Jr. Sgt. C. P. Callahan
COMPANY H Sgt. J. M. Albert Sgt. J. A. Yepes Sgt. Q. M. Steege

Commanding Officer
Capt. M. F. Tweedy
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. T. M. Coyer

Sgt. J. S. Glotzbecker
Sgt. T. M. Whatley lll

Sgt. J. F. Walker

SERIES 2173 PLATOON 2173 PLATOON 2174 PLATOON 2175
Series Commander Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor Senior Dirill Instructor
Capt. Y. E. Ho Gunnery Sgt. R. S. Horn Staff Sgt. B. H. Kim Sgt. J. Gomez
Chief Drill Instructor Drill Instructors Drill Instructors Drill Instructors
Gunnery Sgt. J. A. Pendley Gunnery Sgt. M. Santamaria Staff Sgt. A. Muela Sgt. R. O. Dunn

Staff Sgt. T. X. Etter Staff Sgt. J. M. Wright Sgt. B. Hund

Staff Sgt. E. A. Ramirez Sgt. A. J. Kinney Sgt. S. Suever

Staff Sgt. J. A. Silva Sgt. J. P. Ombao Sgt. M. Zavala

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

PLATOON 2169 Pvt. G. V. Thompson Pvt. C. A. Hook Rodriguez Pfc. A. J. Fishbien Pvt. N. R. Grodske Pvt. A. J. Duran
Pvt. E. Arostegui Pvt. M. G. Toombs Pvt. T. W. Hornbostel Pvt. N. M. Luber Pvt. W. H. Fite Jr. Pvt. A. Guzman Jr. Pvt. K. M. Egginton
Pvt. B. M. Barron Pfc. V. Vang Pvt. N. C. Imm Pvt. J. A. Lupercio Pfc. F. Flores Jr. Pvt. D. A. Hawkins Jr. Pvt. P. K. Elderts
Pfc. J. L. Briseno Jr. Pvt. H. Vargas Pvt. C. B. Kindernay Pfc. A. J. Lurati Pvt. J. Fox Pfc. C. D. Hicks Pvt. K. T. Fountain
Pvt. R. G. Cantu Pvt. C. H. Varley Jr. Pvt. M. P. Krulock Pvt. G. C. Lybrand Pvt. J. A. Freeman Pvt. I. M. Jackson Pvt. R. G. Gallegos
Pvt. E. Cardenas Pfc. A. M. Wade Pvt. A. R. Lashley Pvt. T. A. Malikie Pfc. J. A. Ganeff Pvt. D. M. Jones Pfc. J. H. Gnosca
Pvt. K. J. Chanas Pvt. M. J. Whittenburg *Pfc. J. J. LeCleir Pvt. M. A. Mann Pvt. J. Garcia Pvt. G. D. King Pvt. R. P. Hanks
Pfc. J. Elizondo *Pfc. N. D. Wilkerson Pfc. A. D. Leigh Pvt. A. N. Manzanares Pfc. O.F. Gomez-Baraza Pvt. L. L|u Pvt. C. L. Horne
Pvt. D. A. Galvan Pfc. A. M. Williams Pfc. J. J. Lex Pvt. D. A. Marinelli Pfc. N. J. Greene Pvt. B. R. Llamas Pvt. J. E. Jurecki
Pfc. V. F. Gomez Pvt. J. S. Lim Pvt. D. A. Marquez Pfc. D. M. Hoover *Pfc. C. L Luehrlng Pfc. R. C. Kammeraad
*Pfc. T. M. Griffin PLATOON 2170 Pvt. D. A. Lobo Pvt. J. C. Martinez- Pvt. A. C. Howlett Pvt. A. Q. Maninga Pvt. A. J. Keiser
Pfc. S. J. Hays Pfc. L. E. Aguilar *Pfc. Z. S. Loy DelLaFuente Pfc. S. Huyhn Pvt. S. W. Martin Pfc. J. I. Leal

Pvt. J. P. Harvey Pvt. A. I. Alfaro Pvt. T. K. McCoy Pvt. T. L. McCullough Jr. Pfc. R. D. Jennings Pvt. B. A. Martinez Pfc. J. Leung

Pvt. T. K. Henson Pfc. P. S. Allen Pvt. C. P. Middleton Pfc. D. J. Miller Pvt. L. M. Johnson Pfc. J. L. McClure Pvt. J. J. Liang

Pfc. D. J. Little Pvt. D. R. Ames Pvt. D. J. Mitterholzer Pfc. M. R. Miller Pvt. M. D. Johnson Pvt. C. A. Mendez Pvt. A. X. Lopez
Pfc. S. S. Martin Pvt. R. E. Avila Pfc. M. A. Montez Pvt. R. D. Mills Il Pvt. R. C. Johnson Pfc. V. T. Naputi Pvt. A. I. Lozano
Pvt. R. Martinez Pfc. L. Ayag Pvt. J. R. Moore Pvt. P. D. Molina Pfc. C. T. Kerns Pvt. D. J. Nepper Pfc. R. K. Martines
Pvt. J. Mendoza Pfc. K. Ayala Pvt. D. S. Neice Pfc. A. D. Murdock Pfc. J. N. Knoll Pvt. M. D. Olmstead Pvt. T. P. Monte
Pvt. R. J. Montano Pvt. E. M. Basa-Denis Pvt. R. J. Padilla Pfc. P. D. Nanson Jr. Pvt. A. A. Loaiza Pvt. J. G. Ostapowics Pvt. C. Murillo

Pvt. M. Montes Pvt. P. I. Bentancourt Pvt. C. M. Pautin Pvt. A. V. Nguyen Pvt. C. A. Long Pfc. G. M. Pagdilao Pvt. E. P. Onnen
Pvt. D. A. Newton Pvt. J. M. Boor Pvt. C. R. Oliver *Pfc. J. C. Lopez Jr. Pfc. S. Parra Pvt. Z. Raifsnider
Pvt. P. F. Orellana Pvt. K. P. Boyd PLATOON 2171 Pfc. B. A. Ortega Pfc. C. W. Macko Pvt. A. Perez Pfc. D. W. Ramaekers
Pvt. R. Pereyra Jr. Pvt. D. L. Braxton Pvt. J. A. Aguilar Pvt. T. H. Ouellette Pvt. L. P. Mahan Pvt. B. B. Perry Pvt. C. R. Reyes
Pfc. W. C. Peuvion Pfc. T. M. Birill Pvt. J. Aranda Pvt. J. Paradiso Pfc. C. W. Marin Pfc. A. M. Phillips Pfc. J. H. Roberson
Pfc. M. C. Pool Pvt. B. S. Brumley Pvt. J. J. Barefield Pfc. B. A. Parks Pvt. H. L. Martin Pfc. J. P. Pickles Pvt. C. A. Robles-
Pvt. J. C. Powell Pvt. E. R. Bunnell Pvt. T. J. Barnes Pvt. C. J. Peterson Pvt. B. D. Matlow Pvt. D. W. Price Rodriguez

Pvt. A. L. Purpura Pvt. J. F. Cajas Pvt. G. Barronalvino Pfc. W. J. Petree Pfc. M. T. Mayo Pfc. N. J. Prophet Pvt. C. A. Rodriguez
Pfc. H. Ramirez Pfc. C. S. Camacho Pfc. D. L. Bell Pfc. A. S. Pickett Pfc. A. A. Medina Pvt. C. O. Reed Pvt. G. Rodriguez-
Pvt. J. L. Ransom Pfc. S. Cervantes Pvt. D. W. Busler Pvt. A. C. Polasek Pvt. E. C. Mercer Pfc. J. D. Richardson Fonseca

Pvt. G. A. Rey *Pfc. A. H. Cieszynski Pfc. S. J. Caouette Pvt. A. PonceDeleon Pfc. C. F. Miholich Pfc. I. G. Rodriguez Pvt. C. R. Romano
Pvt. J. D. Riley Pvt. C. A. Cody Pfc. J. C. Cartwright Pfc. N. C. Powers Pvt. G. J. Miller Pvt. S. G. Rosasnunez Pvt. D. Romero
Pvt. G. V. Ritchie Pvt. R. A. Corkern *Pfc. B. Castillo Pvt. E. R. Ramirez Pvt. C. R. Moodie Pfc. G. M. Sargent Pvt. E. T. Roth
*Pfc. S. D. Rivenbark *Pfc. D. C. Crawford Pfc. O. Cerda- Pvt. E. Ramirez Pvt. J. J. Murray Pfc. T. S. Solaita *Pfc. E. E. Rustan
Pvt. S. L. Robeson Pvt. C. W. Cullen Hernandez Pvt. G. E. Ramirez Pfc. M. L. Newman Pvt. A. R. Standridge Pvt. C. D. Salinas
Pvt. H. Robles Pfc. R. L. Daniels Jr. Pfc. G. Chaidez Pvt. A. Ramos Pfc. N. T. Nguyen Pfc. A. L. Subijano Pvt. C. S. Shurte
Pvt. H. M. Robles Pvt. T. D. Dantion Pfc. A. M. Copeland Pvt. N. M. Noonan Pvt. A. L. Sullivan-Gardea  Pvt. A. T. Silila

Pvt. J. N. Rockwood Pfc. D. R. Drieling- *Pfc. D. T. Curry- PLATOON 2173 Pfc. A. Nunez-Medina Pvt. N. F. Taylor Pvt. J. M. Sims

Pvt. A. Rodriguez Renteria Cavalier Pvt. T. M. Ahn Pvt. C. D. Oliver Pvt. N. P. Tesla Pvt. C. H. Skaggs
Pvt. S. F. Rodriguez Pfc. K. L. Dyer Pvt. D. B. Dalmasso Pfc. C. W. Alexander Pfc. A. N. Perez Pvt. C. M. Testerman Pfc. C. R. Skillman
Pvt. K. S. Rodriguez- Pvt. A. C. Eberhart Pvt. C. C. Davis *Pfc. A. R. Ayala Pvt. D. W. Potter Pfc. S. Toledo-Ortiz Pvt. C. M. Smiley
Munoz Pfc. J. D. Echibani Pfc. A. G. DeZego Pvt. B. E. Barnett Pvt. D. R. Quick Pvt. M. R. Tuairau Pvt. D. J. Smith
Pvt. N. R. Ruddell Pvt. T. C. Edwards *Pfc. D. W. Dietz Pfc. I. E. Becerril *Pfc. N. K. Rhodes Pvt. Z. M. VanDenBosch Pfc. J. H. Smith
Pvt. A. Salazar Pfc. O. E. Egea Pfc. S. J. Dominguez Pvt. D. O. Beeson Pvt. T. E. Savage Pvt. J. G. Vanderway Pvt. J. M. Sommers
Pvt. J. Sanchez Pvt. N. R. Ehrhart *Lance Cpl. E. Pvt. J. D. Bell Pfc. E. U. Venegas- Pvt. J. A. Spires
Pvt. C. D. Schroeder Pfc. J. D. Elliot Dominguez IlI Pvt. B. Z. Benson PLATOON 2174 Velasco Pfc. T. L. Stanfill
Pvt. R. A. Schroeder Pvt. Z. A. EIms Pfc. J. M. Ervin Pfc. D. R. Bessey Pvt. B. V. Acosta Pvt. S. P. Wall Pfc. J. C. Starks
Pvt. T. J. Sears Pvt. K. A. English Pvt. S. Escalera Pvt. C. J. Bronson Pfc. N. A. Allen Pvt. S. R. White *Pfc. M. T. Stewart
Pfc. D. D. Shephard Pvt. J. M. Espinosa Pfc. J. Estrada Pfc. M. W Bryan Pvt. J. Arkadie Pvt. M. R. Wickwire Pfc. V. D. Strelec
Pvt. S. B. Sims Pvt. K. D. Fishburn Pfc. B. C. Fallstead Pfc. S. Cai Pvt. J. E. Avalos-Jule Pfc. J. D. Wilson Pvt. S. U. Taufa
Pvt. J. J. Singer Pfc. A. R. Flores Pfc. J. R. Fitzpatrick Pfc. A. M. Castillo Pvt. L. E. Avelar Pvt. J. A. Wooten Pvt. K. E. Thibodeau
Pvt. A. J. Slaughter Pfc. J. M. Flores Pvt. C. L. Garcia Pfc. J. A. Constant Pvt. J. M. Barthelemy *Pfc. J. T. Wright Pvt. L. R. Tinajero
Pvt. D. T. Snodgrass Pvt. D. R. Flowers Pfc. M. R. Garcia Pvt. E. E. Cortez *Pfc. R. C. Blaylock *Pfc. K. Zavala-Aviles Pvt. E. Torres

Pvt. S. S. Sokreun Pfc. T. L. Forrest Pvt. K. J. Garrett Pvt. B. J. Crouch Pvt. B. L. Bohrer Pvt. A. Trevino

Pvt. M. A. Soto Jr. Pvt. M. R. Foth Pvt. B. R. Goodenbour Pvt. C. A. Culverhouse Pvt. R. C. Burns IV PLATOON 2175 Pvt. S. J. Ulbricht
Pvt. D. N. Soto Pvt. C. F. Franco Pvt. R. D. Greenwalt *Pfc. B. L. Dahiman Pvt. G. B. Carrillo Pvt. J. G. Aguilara- Pvt. A. M. Vansky
Pvt. E. Stahl Pfc. N. T. Fray Pvt. J. J. Grygar Pfc. R. A. Dean Pvt. S. Cervantes Vargas Pvt. C. D. Vaughter
Pvt. J. J. Stewart Pvt. J. Garcia Jr. Pvt. L. A. Hernandez *Pfc. C. A. Derring Jr. Pvt. J. R. Clark Pvt. W. J. Alexander Pvt. S. N. Veasman
Pvt. T. W. Stewart Pfc. R. L. Garcia Pvt. E. Hernandez- Pfc. B. Dobos Pvt. E. D. Cole *Pfc. J. T. Appiah *Pfc. G. Velazquez
Pvt. C. C. Stroup Pfc. A. C. Guistino Morales Pvt. H. M. Dodds Pvt. K. K. Correa Pvt. G. B. Arnold Pvt. G. K. Wagner
*Pfc. S. L. Strunk *Pfc. T. T. Green Pvt. K. E. Hill Pvt. O. A. Duarte Pfc. S. J. Crane Pvt. J. T. Ayres Pvt. J. T. Wiles

Pvt. C. D. Swaim Pvt. P. E. Hahn Pvt. B. K. Jaramillo Pfc. K. Esquivel Pvt. A. C. DeLaCruz Pfc. D. D. Baty *Lance Cpl. M. A. Willis
Pvt. B. K. Swift Pfc. T. M. Harper Pvt. J. Jeronimo-Blanco Pfc. X. B. Essex Pfc. B. P. Doherty Pvt. H. J. Bojorquez Pvt. C.M. Woodard
Pvt. E. |. Taber Pfc. A. M. Hassen Pvt. K. C. Kutmen Pfc. E. Farfan-Moron Pvt. P. J. Drozda Pvt. W. W. Brutke Pvt. M. E. Wyngarden
Pfc. D. S. Taylor Pvt. D. M. Hernly Pvt. P. A. Lopez Pvt. G. M. Federico Pvt. A. A. Gomez Pvt. S. I. Carillo Pvt. C. Xiong

Pfc. S. E. Teegarden Pvt. A. F. Herring Pfc. K. O. Lopez- Pfc. J. V. Fierro Pvt. J. A. Gonzalez Pvt. T. M. Dunbar
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Recruits learn what it means to be a Marine

STORY BY
CpL. JERICHO W. CRUTCHER
Chevron staff

As recruits go through
recruit training, they learn to
conduct themselves as Ma-
rines. They will develop in
areas such as physical train-
ing, knowledge and teamwork.
Customs and courtesies are
topics taught in recruit train-
ing and these are the primary
ways Marines show respect
and acknowledge one another.

For recruits of Charlie
Company, 1st Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, respect was up
for discussion on Oct. 29 when
they learned about the Marine
Corps’ customs and courte-
sies at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego.

Classes are used to teach
recruits different areas of Ma-
rine Corps knowledge and are
continuous throughout recruit
training. Recruits learn about
topics such as Marine Corps
history, uniform regulations,
traditions, leadership princi-
ples and the Uniform Code of
Military Justice, among others.

Company C learned some
of the basic Marine Corps cus-
toms and courtesies and the
proper way for every Marine
to conduct themselves. One
recruit found the particular
customary way Marines dem-
onstrate their discipline all the
time.

“When people think of a
Marine, they think of a disci-
plined warrior who is smart
and brute,” said Recruit Casey
G. Bardwell, Platoon 1054.
“Marines take pride in being
well-rounded human beings
who are trained to fight our
countries battles.”

For some drill instructors,
customs and courtesies are
more than just tradition and
proper behavior, but a way to
show acknowledgement and
respect to fellow Marines.

“Customs and courtesies
define who we are and we
treat our fellow Marines,” said
Sgt. Cameron D. Castaneda,
Platoon 1054. “Customs and
courtesies are what make
us different than the other
branches.”

Customs and courtesies

are things Marines use in
everyday endeavors and the
learning should start sooner
rather than later. The proper
greeting of the day is a cour-
tesy Marines practice every-
day, according to Castaneda, a
25-year-old Midlothian, Texas,
native.

“The importance of a
proper greeting of the day
is something I have learned
while going through recruit
training and is the foundation
of customs and courtesies.

It demonstrates the respect
we have for each other,” said
Bardwell, a 23-year-old Ka-
lispell, Mont., native. “Recruit
training is where we learn the
basics. Marines who came
before us instilled this, and it
is up to the future generation
of Marines to continue our
customs and courtesies.

Now that these recruits
have learned customs and
courtesies, graduation marks
the day recruits of Company
C begin their career as United
States Marines and continue
the legacy of those who came
before them.

Recruits of Charlie Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, learn
about the Marine Corps’ customs and courtesies at Marine Corps
Recruit Depot San Diego, Oct. 29. Classes are used to teach re-
cruits different areas of Marine Corps knowledge and are continu-

ous throughout recruit training.

MCMAP<{1

their training to earn the high-
er levels of gray, green, brown,
and various degrees of the
black belt. For Mike Company
though, it was about teaching
the basics.

“Without this test there
would be no baseline to show
that recruits retained the tech-
nique, and then end up going
to the (Fleet Marine Force)
without the proper skills to
be a Marine,” said Mickelson,
a Sandpoint, Idaho, native
who was recruited from Re-
cruiting Substation Portland,
Ore. “Whether they end up
getting deployed or not, they
need to be prepared. Success-
fully passing the event also
helps build confidence in the
recruits with their ability to

protect one’s self.”

Mickelson explained that
he had training in martial
arts before joining the Corps
and wasn’t nervous this time
around. However, he remem-
bered his first test being very
stressful, and knew a lot of the
recruits going through the MC-
MAP test felt that same way.

Through the physical con-
ditioning and warrior ethos
mental training, MCMAP of-
fers recruits a multitude of op-
portunities to learn and grow
to become the Marine warrior
they’re striving to be.

“It’s about building a foun-
dation of what it takes to be
a Marine,” said May, a Ber-
genfield, N.J., native. “It’s an
important skill set for each
Marine that you need to imple-
ment at the ground level.”

Company M recruits practice a right side break fall. After success-
fully completing their Nov. 12 MCMAP test, the recruits earned
their tan belt, the first skill level belt.

Company M recruits perform a basic wrist-lock take down during the Marine Corps Martial Arts Pro-
gram test aboard Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Nov. 12. The MCMAP test is a graduation
requirement and it is critical for recruits to be successful on test day.

MARINE{(1

“The neighborhood I grew up
in was nice, and the city is full of
generous people to be around,”
said Appiah. “Once I was in high
school T started running track.
I wasn’t really into any other
sports, I just enjoyed to run.”

As Appiah’s senior year of
high school came to an end, he
was offered scholarships to go to
college, but turned them down.

“I know the importance
of college, but I wanted to do
something that would be a new
challenge and full of obstacles
to overcome every day,” said

Appiah. “I knew the United
States Marine Corps could of-
fer me that, so I talked to a Ma-
rine Corps recruiter and never
looked back on my decision to
join.”

From the moment Appiah
stepped onto the yellow foot
prints to the moment he earned

his eagle, globe and anchor, he
has experienced mental and
physical challenges and earned
the right to call himself a United
States Marine.

“I know I made the right de-
cision by joining the Marine
Corps, and I am eager to con-
tinue my career in the Corps,”

said Appiah.

Now that Appiah has earned
his spot in the brotherhood, he
will continue his training at the
School of Infantry at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton,
Calif,, to complete his military
occupational specialty training
in security forces.



	pg 1           141121
	pg 2           141121
	pg 3           141121
	pg 4           141121

