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The term “confidence” is 
stressed to recruits in all differ-
ent ways. Recruits learn early 
on in recruit training that to be 
a Marine, one must be confident 
because the mission and fellow 
Marines depend on it. 

Recruits of Mike Company, 
3rd Recruit Training Battalion, 
conquered some of their fears 
during the Confidence Course at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot San 
Diego, Sept. 29. 

The Confidence Course is de-
signed to help recruits build con-
fidence within themselves and to 
help motivate each other to work 
on team work, explained Sgt. Ja-
son M. May, drill instructor, Pla-
toon 3275.

“This is the recruits first in-
troduction to the Confidence 
Course, so they will be put 
through a series of challenges 

Co. M pushes through the Confidence Course

Company M recruits, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, cross the Log Walk while running the Confidence Course at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego, Sept. 29. If the recruits fall or stop during their attempt to cross the obstacle, they must begin again.

they have never faced before,” 
said May, a 33-year-old, Bergen-
field N.J. native. “As the recruits 
complete each obstacle, they will 

start to gain confidence in them-
selves, which is the main objec-
tive of this course.”

Recruits began the event by 

receiving a demonstration by 
their drill instructors on the 
techniques they will be using to 
conquer each obstacle.

Obstacles in the Confidence 
Course    included    the    Monkey 

see CONFIDENCE42
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“Pain is weakness leaving 
the body,” is one of the Marine 
Corps’ well known mottos. For 
new recruits, learning the limits 
of what their bodies can accom-
plish takes a lot of work.

Recruits of Alpha Company, 
1st Recruit Training Battalion, 
began the Circuit Course event at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot San 
Diego, Sept. 25. 

The purpose of the circuit 
course is to work different muscle 
groups instead of running all the 
time, explained Sgt. Praseuthsith 
Phimmasone, drill instructor, 
Platoon 1015. 

“This is the second time these 
recruits have experienced the 
course,” said Phimmasone, a 
native of Newark, Calif. “It will 
teach them how to listen to direc-
tions as well as instill discipline.”

The Circuit Course is com-
prised of more than 20 exercise 
stations, each with its own pur-
pose. These exercises included 
monkey bars, jump ropes and 
weight lifting. 

Before they began the course 
however, the recruits performed 
the dynamic warm-up series to 
get their blood flowing.

After recruits completed the 
warm-ups, they lined up by pla-
toon and began a mile-and-a-half 
run, which was part of the circuit 
course.

Once recruits completed the 
run, they moved on to the sta-
tions where a drill instructor was 
waiting a mile-and-a-half run, 
to demonstrate each exercise to 
them.

“The form of each exercise 
is crucial for the recruits to get 
right because it would be useless 
if they were doing it wrong,” said 
32-year-old Phimmasone. “We 
want to make sure they are get-

ting the most out of this work-
out.”

Once the drill instructors 
demonstrated each exercise, it 
was the recruits turn to execute 
them.

They were split up into groups 
of 15, and for 30 seconds they 
pushed themselves as hard as 
they could. 

As much as the recruits want-
ed to quit, their drill instructors 
would not let them.

“I was physically and mentally 
drained,” said Recruit Jared D. 
Williams, guide, Platoon 1014. 
“Even though I was tired, I still 
did my best to motivate the other 
recruits because at the end, you 
are only as strong as your weak-
est link.”
According to Phimmasone, this 
course represents one of the key 
factors of being a Marine.

“Leaders   have   more  success 

see CIRCUIT42

Recruits from Company A, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, jump rope during the circuit course event 
at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Sept. 25. Before they began the course, the recruits per-
formed the dynamic warm-up series to get their blood flowing.

Recruits pushed past limits during Circuit Course
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Two weeks prior to gradu-
ation recruits take their final 
physical fitness test. The test 
includes a timed three mile 
run, a maximum set of pull-
ups and a timed maximum set 
of crunches.

Recruits of Fox Company, 
2nd Recruit Training Bat-
talion, pushed themselves 
to their limits for their final 
physical fitness test at Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot, Calif., 
Sept. 25.

For a perfect score of 300, 
recruits must run three miles 
under 18 minutes, perform 
20 pull-ups and conduct 100 
crunches within two minutes. 
The score is used for promo-
tion purpose in the Fleet Ma-
rine Force. 

The test begins with pull-

ups, is followed by the three-
mile run and concludes with 
crunches. For many recruits 
the run is the most challeng-
ing portion of the test. 

“The run is the hardest to 
push through. You can feel the 
burn in your chest after about 
a mile and a half,” said Recruit 
Austin L. D. Smith, Platoon 
2135. “You have to dig deep 
to find the strength to keep 
a good pace. The burn is like 
smoke in your lungs. It hurts 
to breathe because you’re 
pushing yourself as hard as 
you can for 20 minutes, or 
however long it takes you.”

After catching their breath 
from the run, some recruits 
were all smiles from their ac-
complishment.

Recruit Jose A. Marin, Pla-
toon 2135, explained he came 
into   recruit  training   at  200

see PFT42

Recruits take pride 
in final PFT scores

Company F recruits, 2nd Recruit Training Battalion, begin a 
three-mile run during their final physical fitness test at Ma-
rine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Calif., Sept. 25. The run 
is the second exercise of a three-part physical fitness test. 
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Jewish holiday services
The following is a listing for upcoming 

Jewish holiday services to be held in the 
Jewish Chapel (Bldg. 28):
•    Yom Kippur
•    Today – 6 to 8 p.m.
 Kol Nidre
•    Tomorrow – 9 to 10:30 a.m.
 Yizkor
•    Tomorrow – 6 to 8:15 p.m.
 Neilah  

For more information, call  Anna Tor-
res, Religious Ministries admin support, 
at (619) 524-8820.

Oxygen for your Relationship 
seminar

The Oxygen for Your Relationship   
seminar will teach couples to understand 
differences, understand strength and 
growth areas, and improve communica-
tion.

The seminar will be held tomorrow 
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. in the MCFTB, 
Building 6E. 

Refreshments and a light breakfast 
will be served.

For more information call Allison 
Santiago at (619) 718-3764, or via e-mail at 
allison.m.santiago@usmc.mil.

Make a Difference Day Walk & 
Wellness Expo

This is a day to honor those who 
have been affected by breast cancer and 
domestic violence. 

The day begins at 9 a.m., Oct. 18, at 
the Marine Corps Exchange Mall on the 
depot.

The event features food, music, activi-
ties and a raffle. Community representa-
tives will be available to provide informa-
tion.

For information contact Kelley Sitar 
at (619) 524-5655, or via e-mail at sitark@
usmc-mccs.org.

Fashion Show & Ballgown 
Giveaway

The annual depot Fashion Show and 
Ballgown Giveaway will be held Oct. 25 
from 1 to 5 p.m. in Building 6E . 

At the end of the show spouses of 
active duty military are invited to choose 
one free gown and an accessory. Those 
wishing to participate must register at 
http://mcrdfashionshow2014.eventbrite.
com.

For those wishing to contribute, gently 
used ballgown donations are now being 
accepted at Building 6E. 

MMOA Roadshow
The MMOA monitor team will visit 

the Depot Oct. 31 and Nov. 1.  
There will be an all-officer briefing 

presentation from 8 to 10 a.m. on Oct. 31. 
Interviews with ground officers MOS 

at MCRD SD will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., Oct. 31, and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Nov. 1. Briefings and interviews will be 
held in the depot’s conference center, 
building 7W.  

All officers assigned to Headquar-
ters and Service Battalion, the Recruit 
Training Regiment and the 12th Marine 
Corps District are required to attend the 
briefing.  Officers assigned to Expedi-
tionary Warfare Training Group Pacific, 
Coronado, are invited to attend the brief-
ing as well.  

Interviews with monitors will be 
scheduled via SharePoint. An LOI will be 
published with specific details.

For questions officers should contact 
their unit adjutant, or the MCRD SD 
coordinator, Mr. Myrick (Deputy G-1, 
MCRD SD) at (619) 524-8732 or via DSN 
at 524-8732.

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron staff 
reserves the right to publish only those 
briefs that comply with Department of 
Defense regulations and the standards of 
the U.S. Government.

CONFIDENCE31 
Bridge, Skyscraper, Wall Climb, The 
Rope Jump and several others. This was 
the first time the recruits had faced any of 
the obstacles on the Confidence Course. 

After the demonstration, recruits 
were divided up into groups and assigned 
a drill instructor who led them through 
the course.

Recruits sprinted from obstacle to 
obstacle and while they waited for their 
turn to tackle the objective, they prac-
ticed techniques from the Marine Corps 
Martial Arts Program.

“After each obstacle, we performed 
MCMAP techniques, which trains us to 
fight when are bodies are physically ex-
hausted,” said Recruit Gregg L. Hoskins, 

Platoon 3275.
The nonstop action during of the 

course was the most challenging aspect, 
explained Hoskins, an 18-year-old Chi-
cago native.

“The obstacles are challenging both 
physically and mentally, so it’s important 
to stay motivated and keep pushing for-
ward through the course,” said Hoskins.

One of the toughest obstacles for re-
cruits is the Skyscraper, according to 
May. It is a 30-foot ladder structure, 
which recruits have to climb. However, 
as they go up each step, the gaps between 
the logs become wider. 

The recruits will face this course 
again during Confidence Course II, but 
the next iteration will include the Stair-
way to Heaven and the Slide for Life. 

The Slide for Life is the final obstacle 
in the Confidence Course II. It is a 25-
foot tower the recruits climb, then de-
scend by sliding down a 90-foot cable 
on their stomachs over a pool of water. 
When they reach the half-way point of 
the cable they are instructed to swing 
their bodies down and continue the de-
scent hanging from the cable. Recruits 
who fall land in the pool below for a little 
motivation.

Although the recruits of Company M 
have completed one more step in their 
journey to become Marines, nothing in 
recruit training becomes easier. They 
will take what they learn from the Confi-
dence Course and apply it to the tougher 
challenges they will face in the near fu-
ture.

Company M recruits assend the Reverse Climb obstacle while running the depot’s Confidence Course. Once to the top, they 
cross over and descend. Other obstacles on the Confidence Course included the Monkey Bridge, Skyscraper, Wall Climb, the 
Rope Jump and several others.

CIrCuIt31 
with the Marines who can follow orders without question,” said 
Phimmasone. “They are easy to lead, putting them on the right path 
to become better leaders.”

Tired, dirty and weak, recruits of Alpha Company completed an-
other physical test and will continue on the path the becoming Ma-
rines.
“Recruit training takes you from being a civilian to being a warrior,” 
said Williams. “Hard work and motivation can get you anywhere.”

PFt31 
pounds and only able to perform 13 pull 
ups. He said since then his physical trans-
formation has been remarkable.

“I was a fat body before,” said Marin, 
with an accomplished smile. “But now I 
weigh 180 pounds and can do 18 pull-ups. 
It feels amazing to be less than 200 pounds. 
I’m a lot more confident now and feel like I 
can accomplish anything.”

Marin said he used any free time he had 
doing push-ups, ammunition can lifts and 
pull-ups, preparing for the PFT, and he 
wasn’t alone in being proud of his physi-
cal feats.

Smith, a Peoria, Ill., native, said he felt 
exceptionally proud of his scores because 
he surpassed the scores his uncle, a former 
Marine, received during his time in the 
Corps.

“To know he was a good Marine and 

be able to push a little farther than him 
makes me feel like I’m going to do well in 
the Marine Corps,” said Smith. 

No matter what the recruits score was 
for their final PFT, it appeared all of the re-
cruits, in some way or fashion, took pride 
in their performance. The PFT is an an-
nual requirement in the Corps, and these 
recruit will have the opportunity to im-
prove upon their scores earned in recruit 
training.

Company F recruits assist each other with sit-ups during their  physical fitness test. Scores from the physical fitness test are 
recorded and are used toward promotion in the Fleet Marine Force.



3CHEVRON ~ AROUND THE CORPS ~ OCTOBER 3, 2014

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
Maj. Neil a. RuggieRo

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPUTY 
jaNice M. HagaR

PUBLIC AFFAIRS  CHIEF
guNNeRy Sgt. jeNNifeR M. aNtoiNe

COMBAT CORRESPONDENTS
cpl. tyleR ViglioNe

cpl. jeRicHo cRutcHeRCOMMANDING GENERAL
BRig. geN. jaMeS W. BieRMaN

SERGEANT MAJOR
Sgt. Maj. jaMeS K. poRteRfield                                                                                                                                      
 .                                                                                                       

EDITOR
RogeR edWaRdS

cHeVRoN/puBlic affaiRS office
1600 HeNdeRSoN aVe. #120

SaN diego, ca. 92140
(619) 524-8722

WWW.MCRDSD.MARINES.MIL

The Chevron is published on the internet at the above address by Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot San Diego personnel. Opinions and views expressed 
herein are not necessarily those of the Marine Corps or the Department of 
Defense. The Chevron is promulgated for informational purposes only and 
in no way should be considered directive in nature. All photos are official 
USMC property unless otherwise indicated.

ESTABLISHED 1942

PRESS CHIEF
Sgt. WalteR d. MaRiNo ii

Division Marines become Eyes in the Skies
Story & Photos by 
Lance Cpl. Ashton 
Buckingham
I Marine Expeditionary Force  

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – It weighs 
less than five pounds, is only three feet 
long and captures hundreds of detailed 
images and video while flying at a steady 
26 knots 1,500 feet above the earth.

The RQ-11B Raven proves that size 
isn’t everything. These small unmanned 
surveillance systems, better known as 
SUASS, provide timely and reliable infor-
mation to military leaders at all levels.

Infantry and intelligence Marines with 
1st Marine Division experienced the ca-
pabilities of the aircraft firsthand during 
a two-week introduction course for the 
SUASS aboard Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, California, Sept. 8-19. 

Marines became experts on the emer-
gency, flight and maintenance procedures 
of the aircraft during the course. 

After being tested on necessary proce-
dures, Marines spent the day on a com-
puter simulator practicing, assembling 
and performing all proper procedures and 
conducting realistic flight simulations 
with the aircraft.

“The goal of the course is for an in-
dividual to walk out qualified to operate 
that certain class of UASS,” said Maj. 
Gary Shill, the group one integrated 

UASS project lead. “Marines leave reas-
sured that they can return for further 
training and with any questions about the 
SUASS.” 

Marines spent the majority of their 
course time outside conducting practical 
application exercises with the aircraft. 
They were required to perform maneu-
vers such as covert approaches on targets, 
low-altitude landings, target profiling, 
tracking moving targets and night opera-
tions, all while ensuring that they obeyed 
Federal Aviation Administration laws.

“The Raven supplies on-demand, 
real-time intelligence for small unit com-
manders and allows them to deploy and 
provide aerial surveillance without having 
to request it from a higher command. 
This allows the leaders to make immedi-
ate decisions and helps determine the best 
way to maneuver in a variety of scenari-
os,” Shill said.

One of the students agreed the sys-
tem is a welcome addition to the Marine 
Corps surveillance f leet.

“The best part of this training is 
not only learning how to f ly the Raven, 
but seeing how valuable it is,” said Cpl. 
Mathew Stitch, an intelligence specialist 
with 1st Battalion, 4th Marine Regi-
ment. 

Stitch said the SUASS allows him to 
provide the commander with an abun-
dance of images and real-time informa-

Marines retrieve the RQ-11B Raven (small unmanned surveillance systems) after a landing aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., Sept. 8-19. Infantry and 
intelligence Marines with 1st Marine Division witnessed the capabilities of the aircraft firsthand during a two-week introduction course to the SUASS which is used to 
pervade timely reliable information. 

tion. The system is able to track both 
friendly and enemy movements on a 
video feed instead of looking at a static 
map, allowing commanders to make 
instant battlefield assessments and up-
to-date decisions.

The small unmanned aerial surveil-
lance system courses ensure Marines 
have the proper training to provide mil-
itary leaders with timely and accurate 
information conducted conveniently, 
quickly and safely.

An instructor demonstrates low altitude approaches with the RQ-11B Raven (small 
unmanned surveillance systems) to his group. The aircraft is used to provide timely 
reliable information.

Private First Class Brian Morales, 19, the mission operator with 2nd Battalion, 5th 
Marine Regiment launches the RQ-11B Raven (small unmanned surveillance sys-
tems).
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Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
San Diego opened its gates for the 
13th Annual Boot Camp Chal-
lenge, Sept. 27, highlighting some 
of the training events recruits 
conduct on their way to becoming 
Marines.  

Participants gathered for the 
challenge, which consisted of a 
three-mile run featuring more 
than 50 obstacles used during 
training. The obstacles through-
out the course included wall 
climbs, log hurdles, tunnel crawls. 

MCRD hosts the Boot Camp 
Challenge every year for both 
civilians and military competi-

tors to test their mettle. This year 
was the largest competition yet, 
with more than 3000 participants, 
spectators and volunteers in at-
tendance.

Sixty of the depot’s drill in-
structors were on hand to moti-
vate the competitors through the 
physically challenging course, 
which gave them a closer look at 
what recruits do to earn the title 
Marine.  

The proceeds for the challenge 
will be used to improve the quality 
of life for Marines as well as in 
organizations such as the Single 
Marine Program. 

13th annual Boot Camp Challenge draws more than 3,000 participants

A participant in the 2014 Boot Camp Challenge gets a recruit-style 
haircut. The Boot Camp Challenge is an annual obstacle race in which  
participants experience obstacles used during recruit training.

A drill instructor motivates a runner during the depot’s 2014 Boot Camp Challenge. More than 60 drill instructors were on hand on the course to encourage runners and 
ensure they completed each obstacle.

Runners low crawl under an obstacle during the 2014 Boot Camp Challenge. 

More than 3,000 enthusiasts participated in the depot’s 13th Annual Boot Camp Challenge Sept. 27. They ran a 3-mile course featuring more than fifty obstacles, and faced moti-
vation by sixty drill instructors who were determined to see that each runner conquered each obstacle and finished the race as expeditiously as possible.

Drill instructors were stationed at each obstacle along the Boot Camp Challenge course to make sure that 
runners negotiated the obstacle properly.

Boot Camp Challenge runners were offered loud, verbal motivation anytime 
they reached an obsticle that may have offered a more difficult challenge 
than they thought.

At the end of the course, Boot Camp Challenge runners could appreciate the part Marine Corps drill in-
structors play in making Marines.
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Sgt. Maj. Carlos A. 
Reina

Parade Reviewing Officer
A native of Cali, Colombia, Sgt. Maj. 

Carlos A. Reina enlisted in the Marine 
Corps in November 1985. Reina was 
sent to Parris Island, S.C., where he 
completed recruit training in February 
1986.  

Following recruit training, Reina 
was transferred to the Marine Corps 
Artillery School at Fort Sills, Okla.  
Upon graduation, he was assigned to 
Battery R, 5th Battalion, 10th Marines, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejuene, 
N.C. 

In July 1989, Reina attended the 
Aviation Hydraulics Mechanic School, 
Naval Air Station, Memphis, Tenn. 
Upon graduation, he was assigned to 
Helicopter Marine Light Attack Squad-
ron 367, Marine Aircraft Group 39, Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif. 
During his tour, he participated in 
several deployments including deploy-

ments in support of Operation Desert 
Shield and Operation Desert Storm.  

In May 1993, Reina was transferred 
to Inspector - Instructor duty at Marine 
Aircraft Group 49, Detachment C, 4th 
Marine Air Wing, Naval Air Station, 
South Weymouth, Mass. 

In July 1994, Reina transferred 
to Drill Instructor’s School, Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot San Diego. Upon 
completion of Drill Instructor School, 
he was assigned to Company A, 1st 
Recruit Training Battalion, where he 
served as a drill instructor, senior drill 
instructor and as a senior drill instruc-
tor for Receiving Company with Head-
quarters Support Battalion.  

In November 1996, Reina was trans-
ferred to Helicopter Marine Training 
Squadron 303, Marine Aircraft Group 
39, Camp Pendleton, as military oc-
cupational specialty instructor.  

In June 1999, Reina was transferred 
to HMLA 367 as the airframes chief.  
During this time, he deployed to Oki-
nawa, the Philippines and Korea.  

In July 2003, Reina was again 
transferred to MCRD San Diego and 

assigned as company first sergeant 
for Company A, 1st Recruit Training 
Battalion.  In September 2006, he was 
assigned to Headquarters Support Bat-
talion, Special Training Company as 
the company first sergeant.    

In August 2007, Reina was trans-
ferred to 1st Battalion, 1st Marine 
Division, Camp Pendleton, where he 
assumed the duties as Bravo Company 
first sergeant.  While there he deployed 
to Operation Iraqi Freedom, Southern 
Iraq.  

In March 2008, Reina was assigned 
to Headquarters and Service Company 
as company first sergeant. 

In February 2009, Reina was trans-
ferred to Helicopter Marine Heavy 
Squadron 463, Marine Air Group 24, 
Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe 
Bay, Hawaii, as the squadron sergeant 
major.  While with the squadron, he 
deployed to Operation Enduring Free-
dom,  Southern Afghanistan.  

In April 2010, Reina was transferred 
to Marine Air Control Squadron – 1 
(REIN), Marine Air Control Group 38, 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., 

as the squadron sergeant major.
In January 2013, Reina was trans-

ferred to the School of Infantry (West) 
at Camp Pendleton, where he is cur-
rently the school sergeant major.

Reina’s personal awards include the 
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
and Navy and Marine Corps Achieve-
ment Medal with two gold stars.

Story & Photos by
Cpl. Tyler Viglione
Chevron staff

Three months in recruit 
training seems like a long 
time for some, but one Marine 
used pure grit and dedication 
to keep on pushing an extra 
nine months at Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot San Diego. 

Lance Cpl. London M. 
Caldwell, Platoon 1041, Charlie 
Company, 1st Recruit Training 
Battalion, found that motiva-
tion and dedication were the 
keys that helped push him 
through nine months of reha-
bilitation to become a Marine.

Caldwell was born in Casa 
Grande, Ariz., where he at-
tended and graduated from 
Casa Verde High School. 
During his high school years, 
Caldwell played football and 
basketball and ran track. As 
an athletic teenager, he always 
enjoyed being involved in some 
kind of sport.

“If I wasn’t playing a sport, I 
felt like something was miss-
ing,” said Caldwell. “Athletics 
were always a big part of my 
life.”

While playing in a football 
game during his junior year, he 
was tackled and injured, tear-
ing his anterior cruciate liga-
ment, or ACL. His high school 
athletic career had suddenly 
ended. 

“Right after I was injured, I 
immediately began to rehabili-
tate myself,” said Caldwell. “I 
was not going to let this injury 
ruin my life, especially because 
of my love for sports.”

After physical rehabilitation 
and surgery, Caldwell’s injury 
began to heal, and before he 
knew it, he was back to normal. 
Or so he thought.

The young lance corporal 
graduated from high school in 
2013 and made the decision to 
join the Marine Corps in hopes 
to follow some of his family 
members’ footsteps.

“Both of my grandfathers 
served in the Corps, along with 
my grandmother’s brothers,” 
said Caldwell. “It had always 
been my dream, so I was 
excited to be able to earn my 
place among them.”

His injury was cleared and 
he received a waiver to be able 

Lance Cpl. London M. Caldwell, Platoon 1041, Charlie Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, provides security for his fellow recruits 
during the 12 Stalls event at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Sept. 24. Caldwell suffered a torn anterior cruciate ligament and spent 
nearly a year in recruit training rehabilitating to prove he had what it took to become a Marine.

New lance corporal battles injury to become Marine

to enlist and travel to MCRD 
San Diego in October 2013, 
where he joined Platoon 2141, 
Golf Company, 2nd Recruit 
Training Battalion. 

“Everything started off 
fine,” said Caldwell. “I was 
passing everything, and 
nothing was really giving me 
trouble. I was getting closer 
and closer to the end of train-
ing. I didn’t think anything 
would stop me until it hap-
pened again.”

While running through the 
Copeland’s Assault obstacle, 
Caldwell fell down and he im-
mediately he knew what was 
wrong. The outcome was not 
good.

“I jumped into a trench 
during one of the courses and 
felt a sharp pain shoot through 
my leg,” said Caldwell. “I knew 
exactly what had happened 
because I immediately dropped 
to the ground and screamed in 

pain.”
Caldwell was dropped from 

Golf Company and was placed 
into the Medical Rehabilitation 
Platoon, Support Battalion on 
training day 44 with a second 
torn ACL. 

Once again, the lance cor-
poral underwent surgery and 
started the rehabilitation pro-
cess, He waited for things to get 
better, but they only got worse.

“After months of strength-
ening my leg, I got the news 
that my grandfather had passed 
away,” said Caldwell. “I was 
supposed to go and visit him 
after I was slated to gradu-
ate with Golf Company. I had 
never met him, but he was 
a big inspiration after I had 
heard stories of his time in the 
Marines.”

Caldwell was allowed to at-
tend the funeral services and to 
spend a small amount of time 
with his family before report-

ing back to MCRD San Diego 
where more bad news awaited 
him.

“I was told that I would 
never be able to go back into 
training, and they were about 
to begin the medical separa-
tion package,” said the young 
Marine. 

Caldwell explained that the 
news motivated him to push 
harder and prove to them he 
had what it needed to defeat the 
odds and complete training.  

“I didn’t want to quit. I 
didn’t want to let down my 
family,” said Caldwell. 

After almost 11 months on 
the depot, Caldwell received 
the news that he would be 
picking up with a new com-
pany, Charlie Company, from 
the spot he had left off. He 
explained he was relieved and 
excited to finish what he had 
started.  

Caldwell successfully 

completed the requirements to 
graduate recruit training and 
will walk across the parade 
deck with Charlie Company 
after nearly a year of being in 
recruit training. 

Following recruit training, 
Caldwell will attend the School 
of Infantry in Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., to pursue his Marine 
Corps career as an infantry-
man. He aspires to get as much 
as he can from the Corps and 
ultimately become a police 
officer after he completes his 
service.

“There was not a day that 
went by that I did not think of 
quitting,” said Caldwell. “If it 
weren’t for the letters from my 
fiancé and the support from my 
family, I would not be graduat-
ing as a Marine today. I had 
never quit anything in my life 
before this, and it wasn’t the 
right time to start.”



Commanding Officer                                                                                              Lt. Col. L. M. Schotemeyer
Sergeant Major                                                                                                          Sgt. Maj. M. S. Seamans
Battalion Drill Master                                                                                                      Staff Sgt. J. E. Barnes
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SERIES 1041
Series Commander
Capt. J. J. Garland
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. D. F. Martin

PLATOON 1042
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. B. W. Grzyb
Drill instructors 
Staff Sgt. S. M. Disher
Staff Sgt. C. Ortiz
Staff Sgt. B. J. Tegeder
Sgt. L. M. Lesesma

SERIES 1045
Series Commander
Capt. D. J. Ashmore
Chief Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. A. J. Curry

PLATOON 1045
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. C. T. Romriell
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. K. J. Sanchez
Sgt. J. E. Austin
Sgt. Z. A. Hanks

PLATOON 1046
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. P. B. Dekker
Drill Instructors 
Sgt. C. Castaneda
Sgt. K. Collis
Sgt. C. Q. Gordon 
Sgt. E. A. Newman

CHARLIE COMPANY
HONOR

PLATOON

PLATOON 1041 
Pfc. E. M. Alcantar
Pvt. R. V. Alvarez
Pfc. J. Arzate
Pvt. J. Bang
Pfc. L. E. Bautista
Pfc. J. R. Browning
Lance Cpl. L. M. Caldwell
Pfc. A. W. Carrillo
*Pfc. J. C. Duran-Vargas
Pfc. W. W. Easter
Pvt. M. T. Erb
Pfc. J. D. Gerke
Pfc. K. P. Gonsalves
Pfc. D. T. Keller
Pvt. M. J. Leon
Pvt. C. R. Leos
Pvt. B. M. Mays
Pfc. D. E. McClendon Jr.
Pfc. J. C. Monsale
Pvt. A. A. Olvera
Pvt. J. A. Peraza Jr.
Pfc. D. T. Prallepeter-
son 
Pvt. J. M. Ramos
Pvt. A. Resendiz
Pvt. J. M. Rivera-Garcia
*Pfc. L. I. Rodriguez
Pvt. A. M. Ruff
Pvt. J. M. Saenz
Pvt. C. A. Salmon
Pvt. B. L. Sang
Pvt. J. D. Schmidt
Pfc. E. Scott Jr.
Pfc. D. M. Scribner 
Pfc. R. W. Shanahan
Pfc. T. J. Shelby
Pvt. D. F. Shelton
*Lance Cpl. T. D. 
Sherlock
Pvt. N. T. Slaney
Pvt. C. A. Smith Jr.
*Pfc. S. C. Snee
Pvt. W. A. Solem
Pvt. T. L. Storm
Pfc. D. B. Stull
Pfc. M. C. Stuller
Pvt. A. Sunuwar
Pvt. E. S. Thach
Pvt. B. J. Thatch
Pvt. M. F. Thaxter
*Pfc. N. J. Thomsen
Pvt. A. G. Tibbs
Pvt. Z. D. Tompkins
Pfc. J. S. Torres
Pvt. A. R. Townson
Pvt. R. D. Trousas
Pfc. L. G. Udave
Pvt. M. Valle Jr.
Pfc. D. R. Vance
Pvt. N. M. Varney
Pfc. J. R. Vedder
Pvt. C. E. Vega
Pvt. D. T. Vigil
Pvt. A. Villasenor
Pvt. D. M. Vincent
Pvt. B. A. Voss
Pvt. B. L. Wagoner

Pvt. L. E. Wall III 
Pfc. J. J. Walz II
Pvt. N. J. Wattik
Pvt. D. M. Williams
Pvt. J. N. Willner
Pvt. J. A. Wilson
Pvt. C. M. Wright
Pfc. M. A. Yurecko
Pvt. G. D. Zapata
Pfc. G. Zuniga-Villela

PLATOON 1042
Pvt. B. A. Adams
Pvt. G. J. Alford
Pvt. S. M. Allingham 
Pvt. J. M. Baggett
Pvt. J. F. Ballegeer
Pfc. L. M. Bartolo
Pvt. E. M. Bonilla
*Pfc. S. F. Boston
Pvt. D. B. Boulware
Pvt. J. Boyer
Pvt. B. J. Briones
Pfc. F. L. Burkhard Jr.
Pvt. Y. A. Cartaya-Oliva
Pvt. A. D. Caruthers
Pvt. R. Chagoya
Pfc. R. A. Clark
Pvt. R. L. Clough
Pvt. J. M. Cortez-Mejia
Pvt. N. R. Coulter
Pvt. S. J. Craft
Pvt. G. J. Daily
Pfc. J. A. Dalton
Pfc. A. T. Davis 
Pvt. J. D. Dean
Pfc. J. D. Denton
Pfc. D. I. Duran
Pfc. A. Elizalde
Pfc. A. S. Elwood
Pfc. A. J. Fitzpatrick
Pvt. J. C. Fox
*Pfc. S. L. Fredericksen
Pvt. J. T. French
Pfc. J. N. Funk 
Pvt. T. A. Gallion
Pvt. M. C. Gill
Pvt. M. L. Gillan
Pvt. R. M. Ginger
Pfc. E. R. Guerra
Pfc. W. M. Haschke
Pfc. K. M. Hays
Pfc. R. L. Heath
Pvt. J. B. Henry
Pfc. P. Hinjosa
Pfc. C. W. Holle
Pvt. C. A. Hug
Pvt. M. L. Ivey
Pvt. T. A. Johnson
Pvt. N. D. Kelm
Pfc. C. J. Koll
Pfc. A. M. Krouse
Pfc. R. L. Kumke
Pfc. M. T. Laughlin
Pvt. R. D. Martin
Pvt. A. I. Martinez
Pvt. M. Martinez
Pfc. M. R. McBride

Pvt. D. T. McKinzie
Pvt. O. Mendoza Jr.
*Pfc. M. A. Mondragon
Pfc. C. D. Morris
Pvt. D. R. Morrison
Pvt. M. T. Murray
Pvt. E. S. Narada
Pfc. B. R. Noble
Pvt. W. T. O’Leary
*Pfc. J. Ortiz
Pvt. C. R. Payne
Pfc. T. D. Pelofske 
Pvt. D. A. Perez
Pfc. D. E. Phegan
Pvt. M. E. Ramirez
Pfc. K. L. Ramthun
Pvt. J. G. Redinger
*Pfc. V. A. Reed
Pfc. R. C. Reichert 
Pfc. C. D. Stroberg

PLATOON 1043
Pvt. J. R. Adair
Pfc. H. J. Adrian
Pfc. J. Aguilar  
Pvt. Q. J. Albert III
Pfc. I. Altamirano
Pvt. C. M. Avila
Pvt. G. O. Avila
Pfc. Z. A. Barlow
Pvt. K. N. Bartling
Pfc. C. J. Bauder Jr.
Pfc. D. G. Beaulieu
Pvt. B. T. Beshore
Pvt. K. C. Boland
Pfc. A. C. Brown
Pfc. C. A. Bullock
Pvt. D. O. Casey
Pfc. M. C. Cazares
Pvt. A. N. Ceniceros 
Pfc. L. Chang
*Pfc. L. G. Cooper
Pvt. M. J. Corey
Pvt. E. J. Dailey
Pvt. A. M. Decker
Pfc. S. J. Delgado-
Menjivar 
Pfc. D. L. Dennis
Pfc. C. J. Dewulf
Pvt. Z. J. Duncan
Pfc. L. A. Dussaut
Pvt. C. J. Elliot
Pvt. J. B. Enbysk
Pfc. D. L. Favorite
*Pfc. A. S. Fleharty
*Pfc. K. Flores
Pvt. T. L. Fortner
Pvt. J. P. Franzen 
Pvt. E. L. Gabriel
Pvt. C. A. Gastelum
Pfc. G. S. Glinsey Jr.
Pfc. C. J. Gossard
Pvt. L. C. Green
*Pfc. J. L. Heinz
Pvt. B. E. Henley
Pvt. D. L. Hiatt
Pvt. M. D. Hitt
Pvt. D. W. Holeman

Pfc. C. R. Holzer
Pvt. Z. S. Huntsman
Pvt. A. M. James
Pvt. C. A. Jasso
Pfc. D. M. Javier
Pvt. R. J. Johnson
Pfc. K. C. Jones
Pvt. M. R. Mann
Pvt. M. Martinez Jr.
Pvt. J. A. McCabe-Brown
Pvt. T. N. McGlothlin
Pvt. J. Melena
Pvt. D. A. Melendez
Pvt. L. E. Melendez
Pvt. R. A. Melendez
Pfc. T. J. Miles
Pfc. D. C. Moore
Pvt. O. Moreno
Pfc. J. P. Morrall
Pvt. K. R. Murphy
Pfc. F. R. Nolan
Pvt. C. G. Ocegueda
Pvt. B. M. Orhn
Pfc. C. Pena 
Pvt. S. B. Perry
Pvt. J. M. Peterson
Pfc. T. W. Pyska
Pvt. W. T. Riebe
Pfc. R. D. Rierson
Pvt. A. L. Roberts
Pfc. B. T. Rusth
Pvt. J. A. Samuels

PLATOON 1045
Pvt. R. C. Abeita
Pfc. J. Avila
Pvt. N. A. Bath
Pvt. J. I. Battiest II
Pfc. B. M. Bautista
Pfc. A. D. Bernal-Macias
Pvt. G. H. Beverage
Pvt. S. Bober
Pvt. I. R. Borges-Gates
Pvt. D. D. Bridges
*Pfc. A. J. Brozovich
Pvt. C. Cardoza
Pfc. D. Chan
Pvt. M. W. Christiansen
Pfc. S. D. Compton
Pfc. W. P. Crews
Pfc. E. O. Cuellar
Pfc. T. A. Davis
Pvt. K .J. Diaz
Pvt. L. M. Drew 
Pvt. A. R. Dunning
Pfc. J. T. Emfield
Pfc. M. A. Estrada
Pvt. I. Estrada-Elvira
Pvt. B. H. Forman
Pvt. A. M. Fuentes
Pvt. J.T. Gamez
Pvt. J. E. Gilleland
Pvt. J. P. Godec
Pvt. L. J. Gonzalez
Pvt. J. C. Griph
Pvt. T. D. Hamby-Shuler
Pvt. J. W. Hanson
Pfc. B. S. Harrison

Pvt. L.A. Hastings
Pvt. K. J. Hillner
Pvt. J. L. Hockman
Pfc. C. Horton
Pvt. I. V. Jarrold
Pvt. Q. D. Kennedy
Pfc. C. T. King
Pvt. T. D. Lacey
*Pfc. B. P. Landers
Pvt. R. G. Lawson
Pfc. C. R. Lazaro
Pvt. J. R. Leal
Pfc. N. R. Lee
Pfc. B. W. Linsday II
Pvt. S. S. Long
Pfc. B. M. Madison
Pvt. M. D. Magdaleno
Pfc. D. Martinez Jr.
Pvt. R C. Martinez
Pvt. P. Martinez-Batrez
Pfc. N. A. Massey
Pfc. J. R. Mathis
Pfc. L. G. Maxwell
Pvt. E. E. Medina
Pfc. D. Meza
Pvt. A. E. Miller
Pfc. K. J. Miller
*Pfc. B. A. Mills
Pfc. D. J. Missel
Pfc. R. Monsivais
Pvt. C. R. Montano
Pfc. C. M. Morales
Pfc. A. C. Nguyen
Pvt. A. T. Nuelk
Pvt. C. Ochoa
Pvt. J. V. Otero
Pvt. F. Pagan Jr
Pvt. A. C. Panganiban
*Pfc. J. T. Piepenbrok
Pfc. A. C. Pinto
Pfc. S. D. Rees
Pvt. L. D. Reinke
Pvt. D. M. Scott

PLATOON 1046
Pfc. J. L. Allen
Pfc. M. M. Anderson I
Pvt. N. J. Anguiano
Pvt. A. D. Barajas
Pvt. J. P. Barber
Pvt. M. D. Barrera
Pvt. E. Batalla
Pvt. A. Becerra
Pfc. M. Bello Jr.
Pvt. J. A. Belmont
Pfc. S. J. Benjamin
Pfc. D. C. Bentz
*Pfc. J. C. Bewley
Pfc. N. D. Bissell
Pvt. Z. G. Boehl
Pvt. S. F. Brock
Pvt. K. D. Brummond
Pvt. B. J. Byrd
Pvt. L. B. Castillo
Pvt. A. N. Cevalles
Pvt. J. A. Cook
Pvt. G. Cortez
Pvt. V. Covarrubias

Pvt. T. J. Curran
Pfc. J. I. De La Cerda
Pvt. E. S. Derrington
Pfc. A. R. Drew
Pvt. F. Duarte Jr.
Pfc. T. Duque 
Pvt. M. S. Esparza
Pvt. R. Garcia III
Pfc. J. D. Garcia
*Pfc. L. T. Green IV
Pvt. P. Gutierrez
Pfc. K. S. Hadorn
Pfc. T. E. Harris
Pvt. T. S. Heinrich
Pvt. R. J. Hess Jr. 
Pvt. H. E. Holt
Pvt. T. A. Hurtado
Pvt. T. C. Jordan
Pvt. R. M. Key
*Pfc. A. Ku
Pfc. J. A. Kurtz
Pfc. B. D. Lyon
Pfc. W. F. Manning Jr.
Pfc. A. Z. Marin
Pfc. J. E. Medina
Pvt. J. W. Melton
Pvt. R. G. Montes
Pfc. R. N. Moraes
Pfc. C. M. Morgan Jr.
Pvt. J. D. Musquez
Pfc. J. S. Nation
Pfc. K. D. Neal
Pvt. J. P. Palmer
Pfc. S. E. Pasillas-
Gallegos
Pvt. T. E. Paz
*Pfc. L. I. Perezonate
*Pfc. D. B. Powell
Pfc. A. Ramirez III
Pvt. A. A. Ramirez Jr.
Pvt. J. G. Ray
Pfc. D. S. Rodriguez
Pfc. J. L. Saldivar
Pvt. I. I. Sanchez
Pvt. J. A. Sauceda
Pfc. M. M. Smith
Pfc. J. Soriano III
Pvt. C. F. Tello Jr.
Pfc. J. L. Thompson
Pfc. M. H. Vara
Pvt. K. L. Vaughn
Pfc. N. A. Wambold
Pfc. G. D. Ward
Pfc. C. D. Web
Pfc. R. C. Wells

PLATOON 1047
Pvt. Z. L. Bekkering
Pvt. J. A. Best
Pvt. J. S. Burkhart
Pvt. D .T. Carmody
Pfc. J. A. Clark
Pvt. C. T. Clinton
Pvt. M. E. Colln
Pfc. W. J. Duriso
Pfc. M. D. Elliott
Pvt. C. D. Endris
Pfc. C. R. Fenlon

Pvt. T. A. Frisbie Jr.
Pfc. J. F. Gallego
Pfc. L. F. Gallego
*Pfc. C. R. Gillip
*Pfc. R. M. Graeber
Pfc. J. C. Graham
Pfc. D. D. Grant
Pfc. J. D. Grider
Pvt. G. W. Haase
Pvt. J. A. Haglund
Pvt. P. W. Hameister
Pfc. B. I. Hanks
*Pfc. J. D. Hatter Jr.
Pvt. N. B. Hayman
Pvt. Z. T. Hill
Pvt. Z. M. Holmes
Pvt. Q. C. Hudson
Pvt. B. H. Huynh
Pfc. A. W. Jolivette
*Pfc. J. C. Krysiak
Pvt. W. B. Kushman
Pvt. G. N. Lett
*Pfc. E. A. Merrill
Pfc. G. Montoya-Munoz
Pfc. A. R. Ngo
Pvt. B. H. Paugh
Pfc. J. A. Peirick
Pvt. A. P. Pena-Gutierrez
Pvt. D. R. Pummell
Pvt. E. R. Riley
Pfc. M. C. Roberson
Pvt. B. J. Roberts
Pfc. E. Rosas
Pvt. J. W. Sackett
Pfc. A. Salgado
Pfc. B. W. Sawin
Pvt. R. W. Scibona
Pvt. J. N. Serna
Pvt. R. P. Sheahan
Pvt. T. M. Silvia
Pfc. C. T. Simmons
Pvt. J. O. Sole
Pfc. M. A. Solomon
Pvt. R. D. Sorenson
Pfc. D. M. Steele
Pvt. T. E. Stefan
Pfc. J. Su
Pvt. J. J. Tatakamotonga
Pfc. W. M. Todd
Pvt. T. C. Topham
Pvt. J. R. Torres
Pvt. A. R. Unferdorfer
Pvt. Z. A. Ureste
Pvt. B. M. Van Amburgh
Pvt. T. R. Vaughan
Pfc. P. H. Vu
Pvt. J. R. Waldoch
Pvt. B. Wallace
Pvt. R. L. Washington
Pvt. C. J. Wheeler
Pvt. C. M. White
Pvt. Z. E. Williams
Pfc. N. J. Winger
Pvt. D. R. Yoder
Pvt. J. R. Yonker
Pvt. H. M. Zongker
Pvt. J. A. Zuniga

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

COMPANY C
Commanding Officer
Capt. R. W. Bohn
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. C. Demosthenous

1st RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION
             

PLATOON 1043
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. N. A. Carrel
Drill instructors
Staff Sgt. M. A. Carroll
Staff Sgt. J. M. Willetts
Staff Sgt. B. S. Calhoun
Sgt. A. R. Devera

PLATOON 1041  
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. C. D. Martinez
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. M. Cardona
Sgt. J. J. Harrison
Sgt. J. Lopez 
Sgt. M. Ramirez 

PLATOON 1047
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. E. L. Gantt
Drill Instructors
Sgt. D. D. Casey
Sgt. M. P. Herrmann
Sgt. E. A. Maldonado

Platoon 1045 Platoon 1042 Platoon 1043 Platoon 1046 Platoon 1047

Platoon 2111

COMPANY HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. T. D. Sherlock
Alliance, Neb.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. R. Brandon

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. C. S. Horton
Pryor, Okla. 
Recruited by
Sgt. M. S. Dougherty

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. P. Hinjosa
San Antonio
Recruited by
Sgt. D. S. Lumbreras

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. L. G. Cooper
Dallas
Recruited by
Sgt. C. L. Hill

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. D. Grant
Clairmont Mesa, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. Alvey

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. M. H. Vara
San Antonio
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Garcia Jr. 

HIGH SHOOTER (340)
Pfc. W. F. Manning Jr.  
Arlington, Texas
Marksman Instructor
Sgt. J. Riungel

HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc.J. Arzate
Hesperia, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. H. C. Campbell

Platoon 1041Platoon 1041 Platoon 1046
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Story & Photos by
Sgt. Walter D. 
Marino II
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Mike Company recruits 
were taught how to use 
their rif les with bayonets 
in the event they run out 
of ammunition in a com-
bat zone at Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot San Diego, 
Sept. 24.

They learned that even 
without live ammunition, 
their M-16 A4 service rif le 
can serve as a defensive 
tool and offensive weapon.

Drill instructors dem-
onstrated how to use the 
rif le to block upper and 
lower strikes from an op-
ponent as well as how to 
attack using their weapon 
with a fixed bayonet.

Following the demon-
strations, recruits prac-
ticed various attacks 
such as the forward slash, 
straight thrust and butt 
stroke.

“With the practice I feel 
confident in my ability to 
use my rif le for defense 
and offense,” said Recruit 
Hayden S. Buchi, Platoon 
3273. “I had heard you 
could use your rif le for de-
fense, but I had never seen 
it done before.” 

Following their prac-
tice of the maneuvers, 
Company M recruits were 
given a demonstration of 
how to run through the 
Bayonet Assault Course 
utilizing the techniques 
they just learned. The 
course included numerous 
rubber tire targets and ob-
jects to take cover behind. 
In order to give a more re-

alistic atmosphere, sounds 
of machine gun fire and 
explosions are blasted 
through the surrounding 
speakers.

Buchi, a Salt Lake City 
native, explained the 
sounds put him in the 
mindset that the training 
scenario was preparing 
him for a life or death sit-
uation and thus motivated 
him even further.

“If it came down to this 
(bayonet attacks), I would 
definitely have no prob-
lem with it because I know 
it would be for my Marine 
brothers and could mean 
saving their lives,” said 
Buchi.

Recruits ran through 
the course in groups of 
four, attacking each target 
with strategy and tech-
nique. After a target was 
attacked, recruits quickly 
moved to cover them-
selves from simulated in-
coming rounds. Recruits 
also made sure to com-
municate with one other 
to signal when they were 
advancing forward.

“We’re training to be 
the best of the best,” said 
Recruit Jason M. Wing, 
Platoon 3275. “To be the 
best you have to be the 
best in all situations, such 
as being out of ammuni-
tion.”

When the course ended, 
the recruits had learned 
invaluable close quarters 
combat skills.

“This training was ex-
tremely important,” said 
Wing. “It doesn’t matter 
what your job is in the 
Marine Corps. All Ma-
rines need this training.”

Co. M runs through Bayonet Assault Course

Recruits of Mike Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, take aim on their next target during the bayonet assault course at Marine Corps Recruit San Diego, Sept. 24. 
Recruits worked in teams of four during the exercise.

A recruit of Mike Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, uses a forward slash technique during the bayo-
net assault course at Marine Corps Recruit San Diego, Sept. 24. The technique was one of many taught to 
recruits in order to prepare them for a situation without ammunition.


