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Duncan Hall closed 
Duncan Hall will be closed during 

the Martin Luther King Day weekend, 
Jan. 17 to 19.  During this period, 
Marines may dine at the Recruit Mess 
Hall.  The hours are: 

•  breakfast  4:45 to 7 a.m.
•  lunch  10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
•  dinner 4 to 6 p.m.  
Diners may enter through the D.I. 

entryway and use the D.I. serving line.  
Duncan Hall will reopen for break-

fast on Tuesday, Jan. 20. 

VITA MCRD Tax Center 
The depot’s VITA Volunteer In-

come Tax Assistance Center will open 
Jan. 26 and will operate from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The center is located in Bldg. 12 
and is free for service members, de-
pendents and prior service. 

Bring two forms of identification, 
personal and dependent social secu-
rity cards and last year’s tax returns.

Father-Daughter Dance
The depot’s Marine Corps Com-

munity Services is sponsoring an “Un-
der the Sea” Father-Daughter Dance 
Jan. 30, from 5 to 8 p.m., at the Field 
House, Building 690. 

The evening includes dancing and 
activities such as games and treasure 
hunts. Appetizers and a special cake 
will be served and a commercial pho-
tographer will be available.

Tickets are available at Building 6 
East, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. starting 
Monday. Tickets are $15 per person. 
The dance is open to all active duty 
military, reservists, retirees and DoD 
eligible patrons. Mothers are not al-
lowed.

For information contact Allison 
Santiago at (619) 718-3764 or via 
e-mail at allison.m.santiago@usmc-
mccs.org.

Boots to Business training
The Personal & Professional De- 

velopment team is scheduled to host 
a Boots to Business class from 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Jan. 27 and 28, in the 
P&PD classroom, Building 14. 

The intent of the class is to enhance 
future business planning.

For information or to register call 
Mina Threat at (619) 524-1283 or 
8440.

Super Bowl party 
MCRD is sponsorsing a Super Bowl 

party as a troop appreciation event,  
Feb. 1 in the recreation center. Doors 
will open at 10 a.m.

The first 100 patrons (age 18+) to 
arrive will receive a free T-shirt and 
automatic entry into the Squares 
Game. Pizza, wings and drink specials 
will be available and the game will 
be viewed on 25 large f lat screen TVs 
and on a 200 inch projection screen 
television.

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron 
staff reserves the right to publish only 
those briefs that comply with Depart-
ment of Defense regulations and the 
standards of the U.S. Government.

Story & Photos by 
Sgt. Walter D. Marino II
Chevron staff

Navajo Code Talkers used their lan-
guage to assist Marines in every assault in 
the Pacific during World War II including 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, and Iwo Jima.

Now more than 65 years later, their de-
scendants are carrying on their tradition 

of military duty in the Marine Corps.
Recruit Florentino A. Buck, Platoon 

1050, Charlie Company, 1st Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, has three great grandfathers 
who were Navajo Code Talkers. Buck said 
once he learned of his ancestors’ legacy, 
he was immediately inspired to follow in 
their footsteps. 

Buck is the youngest of eight siblings 
and said although his family pushed him 

to do something great with his life, it was 
not until he heard of their stories that his 
fate was decided.

“Hearing their story made me feel good 
and filled me with a lot of pride,” said 
22-year-old Buck. “I decided to join the 
Marines and give it a shot. Since then it’s 
all I’ve really wanted to do.”

 see talker44

Great grandson of Navajo Code 
Talkers carries on family tradition

Recruit Florentino A. Buck, Platoon 1050, Charlie Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, is a Navajo who is following in his 
ancesters footsteps by joining the Corps. He is a descendant of three great grandfathers who served America with the Corps 
during World War II as Navajo Code Talkers. Buck is a Shiprock, N.M., native.

Charlie Company takes off on motivational run

Cpl. Jericho Crutcher
The new Marines of Charlie Company begin their last formation run, known as the Motivational Run, on Family Day. The event 
is held the day before graduation. During this run friends and family witness the transformation their loved ones underwent 
during the 13 weeks of recruit training. 
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Integrated Task Force Tank Platoon unleashes firepower
Story & Photos by
Sgt. Alicia R. Leaders
Marine Corps Ground Combat Element 
Integrated Task Force  

MARINE CORPS BASE 
CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – In 
the pouring rain and gusty 
winds with temperatures as 
low as 39 degrees, Marines kept 
warm in 70 tons of steel as they 
lit up targets on Range SR-10 
at Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune, Jan. 13. 

Marines with Tank Platoon, 
Company B, Ground Combat 
Element Integrated Task Force, 
conducted live-fire gunnery 
training in preparation for 
their upcoming assessment 
at Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center Twentynine 
Palms, Calif. 

Tank Platoon Marines rolled 
out to gun positions with 
70-ton M1A1 Abrams tanks, 
complete with a 120 mm main 
gun, a .50-caliber machine 
gun, M240 coaxial machine 
gun, and M240E machine gun 
to engage targets in the offense 
and defense in order to grasp 
the basic skills of tank gunnery 
and work together as a team. 

“While out in the field, 
we are trying to get more 
experience in firing at mov-
ing targets, stationary targets, 
troops and personnel carriers 
in order to prepare ourselves 
for our upcoming evaluation,” 
said Sgt. Michelle A. Svec, tank 
crewman with Tank Platoon, 
Company B, GCEITF. “This 
allows us to get more unit co-
hesion between the crews and 
get more experience amongst 
the crews as far as the driver, 

loader, gunner and tank com-
mander.

“Before the Marines start 
firing, they are given a brief 
from the tank commander, 
whose job it is to inform the 
rest of the crew of the current 
situation and enemy threats.  
Once the brief concludes, the 
crew prepars their stations 
and gets into position ready to 
engage targets,” said Svec. 

“The crews are evaluated 
on their ability to pull up and 
engage targets quickly and 
get back down into a defilade 
position to not expose the tank 
to enemy fire,” said Staff Sgt. 
Eric W. Hill, master gunner 
with Tank Platoon, Company 
B, GCEITF. “The quicker they 
(execute), the more points they 
get toward their engagement 
time in accordance to their 
overall evaluation.”

Marines engaged targets in 
both defensive and offensive 
positions. If the Marines are in 
an offensive engagement, they 
are trained to shoot whatever 
they see first. 

From the defense, the Ma-
rines first engage the most dan-
gerous target before moving to 
a less dangerous target. 

“The Marines are progress-
ing pretty well,” said Hill. 
“They started out pretty rough, 
and as they transitioned into 
each engagement downrange, 
they’re learning little by little. 
This is the only time that they 
are going to actually get the 
chance to do live fire. 

There are a few things they 
can review in training, but it 
won’t show until they actually 
put the rounds downrange. 

Marines with Tank Platoon, Company B, Ground Combat Element Integrated Task Force, fire the 120mm main gun of the M1A1 Abrams tank during a live-fire training exer-
cise at Range SR-10, Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., Jan. 13. The Marines conducted offensive and defensive engagements to prepare for an upcoming assess-
ment at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif. From now through July, the GCEITF will conduct individual and collective level skills training 
in designated ground combat arms occupational specialties in order to facilitate the standards based assessment of the physical performance of Marines in a simulated 
operating environment performing specific ground combat arms tasks.

Day by day, they’re transition-
ing more, learning more and 
adapting better.”

From now through July, the 
GCEITF will conduct indi-

vidual and collective level skills 
training in designated ground 
combat arms occupational 
specialties in order to facilitate 
the standards based assessment 

of the physical performance of 
Marines in a simulated operat-
ing environment performing 
specific ground combat arms 
tasks.

Sgt. Michelle A. Svec, tank crewman, and Cpl. Nick A. Buenviaje, tank gunner, both with Tank Platoon, 
Bravo Company, Ground Combat Element Integrated Task Force, check for loose track pads, which is 
known as ‘walking the track,’ on an M1A1 Abrams tank during vehicle maintenance at Range SR-10, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., Jan. 9. 
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Commanding Officer                                                                                               Lt. Col. L. M. Schotemeyer
Sergeant Major                                                                                                          Sgt. Maj. M. S. Seamans
Battalion Drill Master                                                                                                     Staff Sgt. J. E. Barnes

SERIES 1049
Series Commander
Capt. R. M. Holt
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. D. F. Martin

PLATOON 1050
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. N. A. Carrel
Drill Instructors 
Staff Sgt. B. S. Calhoun
Staff Sgt. B. J. Tegeder
Sgt. L. M. Ledesma
Sgt. W. I. Leopold

SERIES 1053
Series Commander
Capt. D. J. Ashmore
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. P. J. Gartland

PLATOON 1053
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. K. J. Sanchez
Drill Instructors
Sgt. D. D. Casey
Sgt. J. K. Harkins
Sgt. J. J. Harrison
Sgt. E. A. Newman

PLATOON 1054
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. E. L. Gantt
Drill Instructors 
Staff Sgt. D. M. Guel
Sgt. C. D. Castaneda
Sgt. Z. A. Hanks

CHARLIE COMPANY
HONOR

PLATOON

PLATOON 1049 
Pfc. J. A. Aldaba
Pvt. R. P. Becker III
Pvt. J. S. Bugos
Pfc. B. M. Cabading
Pfc. E. Chagua
Pvt. R. M. Cortez
Pfc. C. C. Dahl
Pfc. J. J. Gomez
Pvt. A. Gonzalez
Pvt. C. J. Gonzalez
Pvt. M. Hernandez Jr.
Pvt. J. M. Mejia Jr.
Pvt. A. M. Nephew
Pfc. R. L. Nevels Jr.
Pfc. D. R. Nitti
Pfc. S. M. Noll
Pvt. A. Olmos
Pvt. M. A. Orozco
Pfc. G. Ortega
Pvt. A. J. Osborn
Pvt. Z. R. Osborn
Pvt. G. E. Parker
*Pfc. D. C. Pengra
Pvt. E. Perez
Pfc. J. Picazo
Pvt. J. M. Ponce
Pvt. A. J. Potter
Pvt. C. M. Purpura
Pvt. A. A. Ramos
Pvt. M. A. Ramos-Cossio
Pvt. J. S. Roberson
*Pfc. C. P. Rogers
Pvt. M. C. Rogers
Pvt. E. Roman
*Pfc. C. J. Romero
Pvt. J. J. Romero
Pvt. J. M. Romero Jr.
Pvt. O. Rosas
Pvt. A. W. Rose
*Pfc. M. C. Rubeck
Pvt. R. I. Salinas
Pvt. J. D. Samayoa
Pfc. R. D. Sanchez-Luna
Pvt. J. I. Scarlett
Pvt. B. Serna
Pvt. R. C. Shorkey
Pvt. B. A. Soberanis-Perez
Pvt. H. M. Stangl
*Pfc. D. W. Sterling
Pvt. T. J. Steuck
Pfc. J. L. Still
Pfc. W. P. Stoen
Pvt. P. A. Sutherland
Pvt. A. K. Svoboda
Pvt. T. J. Swinson
Pvt. T. A. Tatum
Pfc. T. J. Thompson
Pvt. A. F. Torres
Pfc. E. A. Torres
Pvt. J. E. Trejo
Pvt. S. O. Trescott
Pvt. C. M. Tucker
Pvt. J. R. Tucker
Pvt. G. Urrea-Cruz
Pvt. B. C. Van Tassel
Pvt. L. Vasquez-Garcia

Pfc. T. J. Voss
Pfc. T. V. Wade Jr.
Pfc. R. L. Welcome
Pfc. R. J. Wellen
Pvt. L. S. Wiley
Pvt. C. C. Williams
Pfc. K. B. Williams
Pfc. T. A. Williams
Pvt. J. A. Yablon

PLATOON 1050
Pfc. A. M. Ali
Pvt. M. J. Allen
Pvt. M. A. Amador
Pfc. K. W. Andrews
Pvt. F. Arroyo
Pvt. J. T. Barnes Jr.
Pfc. A. J. Bertenelli
Pvt. L. D. Biswell
Pvt. R. Blesa
Pfc. K. D. Brinlee
Pvt. F. A. Buck
*Pfc. D. J. Byerley
Pvt. N. R. Capone-Barnett
Pvt. B. Crespo
Pvt. C. J. Croci
Pvt. G. T. Davis
Pvt. J. C. DeLaCruz
Pfc. L. P. Dixon
Pvt. S. L. Doss
Pfc. R. R. Drissel
Pfc. M. R. Edwards
Pvt. W. J. Ernster
Pfc. C. E. Fletcher II
*Pfc. T. J. Gallion
Pvt. C. N. Ghezzi
Pfc. J. H. Golightly
Pvt. S. A. Gordon
Pvt. D. A. Granado
Pfc. N. A. Gray
Pvt. C. C. Guffey
Pvt. J. J. Haile
Pfc. C. S. Hall
Pvt. E. I. Hernandez
Pvt. J. M. Hernandez
Pfc. R. C. Hernandez
Pfc. J. M. Herrera Jr.
Pvt. L. J. Hoogendam
*Pfc. T. J. Houston
Pvt. L. J. Jackson
Pvt. R. V. Johnson
Pvt. D. A. Koontz
Pfc. N. J. Krum
Pfc. A. L. Langdon
Pvt. L. R. Lankford
Pvt. E. L. Lewis
Pfc. Y. Liu
Pfc. D. J. Lute
Pvt. R. V. Madkins Jr. 
Pvt. T. W. Mahsem
Pvt. J. W. Manning
Pvt. J. R. Martin
Pvt. A. I. McAllister
*Pfc. G. L. Miller
Pvt. C. J. Mitchell
Pvt. B. G. Montecinos II
Pvt. D. S. Moore

Pvt. Q. B. Morris
Pvt. Q. R. Muhammad
Pfc. A. J. Olson
Pvt. T. W. Penick
*Pfc. F. Pineda
Pvt. Z. W. Purvis
Pfc. J. G. Ramirez III
Pvt. A. C. Ramirez
Pvt. J. R. Ramirez
Pvt. A. D. Regets
Pvt. O. Resendez
Pvt. J. D. Resendiz
Pvt. M. L. Rice
Pvt. B. W. Ripley
Pvt. A. Rocha
Pvt. J. E. Rocha
Pvt. J. D. Rodriguez
Pvt. A. P. Roeder

PLATOON 1051
Pfc. T. M. Aitken
Pvt. N. Alcazare-Spinoza
Pvt. E. Arias
Pfc. M. A. Baker
Pvt. F. A. Barajas
Pvt. C. J. Barron
Pfc. C. A. Barron
Pfc. A. J. Beauseigneur-
Jimenez
Pvt. R. F. Benson
*Pfc. A. M. Berry
Pvt. C. J. Boyd
Pvt. A. T. Busch
*Pfc. M. A. Caceres
Pvt. D. E. Carbajal-Rivera
Pvt. L. G. Cardenas
Pfc. C. R. Carter
Pvt. J. Cervantes
Pvt. B. L. Christie
Pfc. J. W. Cipra
Pvt. A. F. Clevenger
Pfc. T. A. Coleman
*Pfc. W. J. Collins III
Pvt. J. R. Collins
Pvt. A. Contreras Jr. 
Pvt. K. S. Cook
Pfc. C. S. Cortez Jr.
Pvt. K. W. Cronk
Pvt. J. L. Crowson
Lance Cpl. W. J. Dailey
Pfc. W. A. Diaz
Pfc. B. S. Dickel
Pfc. M. R. Dilkey
Pvt. B. A. Dunn
Pvt. Z. F. Duran
Pvt. R. L. 
Egusquiza 
Pvt. C. D. Embree
Pvt. A. J. Fails
Pvt. M. A. Farmer
Pvt. S. Fernandez
Pvt. J. Q. Forde
Pfc. B. L. French
Pvt. J. P. Fuentes
Pvt. F. D. Garcia Jr.
Pvt. J. E. Garcia
Pfc. J. M. Garza Jr.

Pfc. S. L. Geer
Pvt. E. O. Gongora
Pvt. K. T. Granger
Pfc. R. M. Griebel
Pvt. B. B. Guenther
Pvt. J. J. Gutierrez
*Pfc. C. W. Henry
Pfc. N. F. Hernandez
Pfc. T. M. Hernandez
*Pfc. J. Hernandez-Oliva
Pvt. M. L. Hilliard
Pvt. T. R. Johnson
Pvt. K. J. Kammel
Pvt. P. R. Kim
Pfc. G. D. Littleowl Jr.
Pfc. N. A. Longoria
Pvt. C. B. Lopez
Pvt. D. T. McDonald
Pvt. J. R. Martin
Pvt. R. E. Martinez
Pvt. J. A. McCarroll
Pvt. T. I. McClure
Pvt. A. R. Meshelle
Pfc. B. Z. Miller
Pvt. E. A. Mireles
Pvt. M. E. Moore 
Pfc. D. J. Moss
Pfc. D. R. Nelson
Pvt. D. E. Prescott
Pvt. J. B. Woodruff

PLATOON 1053
Pvt. S. R. Acuna
Pvt. F. H. Akbar
Pvt. L. Alegria 
Pvt. B. L. Allante
*Pfc. R. C. Allgood
Pvt. A. O. Archuleta
*Lance Cpl. K. A. 
Balmaceda
Pvt. M. P. Beasley
Pvt. A. W. Becker
Pvt. C. G. Bjerke
Pvt. D. B. Blythe
Pvt. A. A. Bouapha
Pfc. W. C. Bradshaw
Pfc. C. A. Brashear
Pfc. N. J. Briggi
Pvt. D. A. Calderon
Pvt. C. J. Campbell
Pfc. J. C. Cartwright II
Pvt. L. E. Castaneda-
Partida
Pvt. F. J. Castro-Aguiar
Pvt. K. A. Charette
Pfc. J. Chavez Jr.
Pvt. J. M. Chavez Jr.
Pfc. M. J. Cole 
Pvt. I. A. Corte
Pvt. B. T. Cota
*Pfc. B. J. Dammer
Pvt. M. D. Daughtry
Pvt. S. C. Davis
Pfc. R. L. DeLaRosa
Pvt. P. J. Del Razo
Pvt. C. M. Dieterle
Pvt. D. J. Dillow

Pfc. C. A. Disalvo
Pvt. T. Dorjee 
Pvt. C. A. Easterwood
Pvt. J. L. Eisentraut
*Pfc. A. C. Farr
Pfc. M. A. Ford
Pvt. S. D. Fort
Pfc. M. J. Friberg
Pvt. A. L. Frisbie
Pfc. A. Garcia-Perez
Pfc. H. A. Garcia-Perez
Pvt. K. A. Geraci
Pfc. A. D. Gill
Pvt. C. L. Goetz
Pfc. J. D. Gonzalez
Pvt. N. Gonzalez
*Pfc. D. J. Graves
Pvt. A. W. Grizzle
Pfc. A. W. Hall
Pvt. A. C. Halloran
Pvt. M. J. Hanks
Pvt. D. N. Hay
Pfc. K. P. Hayes
Pfc. S. B. Heidrich
Pvt. B. M. Helm
Pvt. K. R. Honken
Pfc. A. X. Houston
Pvt. M. W. Huelle
Pvt. J. E. Jennings
Pfc. L. B. Juson
Pvt. M. A. Kelly
Pfc. I. M. Kiefer
Pfc. N. J. Kilbourn
Pvt. E. M. Kirlin
Pvt. B. S. Kuhn
Pvt. N. M. Lawrence
Pfc. D. J. Leaser 
Pvt. B. M. Litwiler
Pvt. A. Lopez
Pvt. R. S. Lopshire
Pvt. T. R. Marcy

PLATOON 1054
Pvt. A. M. Anderson
Pfc. C. G. Bardwell
Pvt. S. Cordero
Pvt. T. J. Elliot
*Pfc. P. L. Ellman
Pvt. B. A. Flores
Pvt. A. Y. Frederickson
Pvt. K. Garcia
Pvt. S. N. Grudzien
Pvt. D. A. Hattox
Pvt. B. A. Hernandez
Pfc. V. Hongsiri
Pfc. A. D. Humes
*Pfc. D. K. Hurt
Pvt. J. Jaime
Pvt. T. A. Jodlowski
Pfc. N. M. Kanae-Caballes
Pvt. M. R. Kientopf
Pfc. J. J. Laguna
*Pfc. A. Lopez
Pfc. D. T. Luong
*Pfc. J. J. Luxford
Pvt. D. Maldonado
Pfc. J. D. Maldonado

Pvt. R. M. Martin
Pvt. E. S. Matias
Pfc. R. C. McClellan
Pvt. A. P. McCormick
Pfc. J. X. Medlock
Pvt. J. J. Mendiola
Pfc. M. R. Mendoza
Pfc. B. M. Mitchell
Pfc. M. A. Moralez
Pvt. M. A. Morris
Pfc. J. N. Murati
Pvt. D. L. Naccarati
Pfc. R. E. Nieto Jr.
Pvt. S. A. Novelo
Pfc. B. Nunez
Pvt. B. M. Ortiz
Pvt. L. G. Ortiz-
Armendariz
Pvt. C. H. Pallais
Pfc. R. Perez
Pvt. B. L. Perrett
Pvt. R. K. Peters
Pfc. C. J. Pinney
Pvt. S. Proeung
Pvt. T. J. Purcell
Pvt. B. T. Raines
Pfc. J. Rangsy
Pvt. P. J. Riley
Pvt. R. L. Roesner
Pvt. J. R. Rogers
Pfc. G. N. Rowe
*Pfc. T. A. Rowe
Pfc. S. P. Saffery-
Nishimura
Pvt. B. A. Salas
Pvt. A. Salgado
Pfc. D. I. Sanchez
Pvt. A. I. Sandoval
Pfc. A. R. Sawyer
Pvt. A. T. Schnabel
Pfc. A. B. Serrano
Pvt. C. Silveyra
Pvt. H. D. Simmons
Pvt. S. M. Sparrow
Pvt. T. J. Stahl
Pvt. K. E. Stamps
Pvt. S. E. Valle
Pvt. J. Vazquez-Galeno
Pvt. J. T. Villagomez
Pfc. T. E. Waggle
Pvt. I. A. Wallot
Pfc. P. M. Woody

PLATOON 1055
Pvt. B. D. Atkins
Pvt. D. Avila
Pvt. B. E. Ayala
Pfc. A. M. Benavidez
Pvt. S. K. Bonita
Pfc. R. D. Britton
Pvt. K. J. Brooks
Pvt. B. J. Cabezas
Pfc. C. R. Clary
Pfc. D. J. Curley
Pvt. J. T. Currie
Pfc. S. B. Dopler
Pvt. R. Espinoza Jr.

Pfc. J. L. Fivecoats
Pvt. J. M. Flores
Pvt. J. M. Foster
Pvt. C. A. Hadaway
Pvt. C. R. Hadaway
Pvt. A. L. Hebel
Pfc. J. P Johnson
Pvt. S. T. Johnson
Pvt. J. E. Karcher
Pvt. A.D. Kaufman
Pfc. C. J. Lewis
Pvt. B. Lopez
Pvt. T. J. Mackelprang
Pfc. M. A. Mar
Pfc. B. J. Marburger
Pvt. K. T. Marti
Pfc. E. P Martinez II
Pvt. A.W. Mehling
Pvt. J. A. Mehling
Pvt. M. A. Miller
Pfc. T. G. Percoili
Pvt. A. E. Ponder
*Pfc. Z. D. Rorick
Pfc. E. A. Rosete
Pvt. C. K. Ryan
Pvt. T. D. Sliwoski
Pfc. R. A. Slusser
Pvt. B. A. Smith
Pfc. J. M. Smith
Pvt. M. A. Spaulding
Pvt. A. E. Stanage
Pfc. B. J. Strickland Jr.
Pvt. T. D. Taborn
Pvt. T. D. Underwood
Pvt. L. C. Uragami
Pvt. O. H. Urquieta
Pvt. A.R. Valtierra-
Morales
Pvt. J. L. Vance
Pvt. M. Vang
Pvt. N. V. Vang
Pvt. S. H. Vasse
*Pfc. T. D. Villalba
Pvt. Z. R. Ward
Pfc. C. A. Weaver
Pfc. J. A. Wernett
Pvt. D. D. Whatley
Pvt. B. M. White
Pvt. T. J. Wiens
Pvt. J. S. Wiggins
Pvt. R. T. Wilbert II
Pfc. C. J. Wills 
Pvt. I. M. Wilson
Pvt. J. L. Wilson
*Pfc. J. G. Winter-
Sasamoto
Pfc. P. A. Woehle
Pfc. D. J. Wongwai
*Pfc. C. C. Workman
Pvt. K. F. Wright
*Pfc. J. W. Young
Pvt. S. A. Zuniga

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

COMPANY C
Commanding Officer
Capt. R. W. Bohn
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. C. Demosthenous

1st RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION
             

PLATOON 1051
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. C. D. Martinez
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. E. Austin
Sgt. C. Q. Gordon
Sgt. M. P. Herrmann

PLATOON 1049  
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. B. W. Grzyb
Drill Instructors
Sgt. M. Ramirez
Staff Sgt. J. M. Willetts
Sgt. K. C. Collis

PLATOON 1055
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. C. T. Romriell
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. A. R. Devera
Staff Sgt. S. M. Disher

Platoon 1051 Platoon 1049 Platoon 1050 Platoon 1054 Platoon 1055

Platoon 2111

COMPANY HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. K. A. 
Balmaceda
Oakland, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. A. A. Alviar

SERIES HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. W. J. Dailey
Brookfield, Wis. 
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. J. Gagnon

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. C. J. Romero
San Marcos, Calif.
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. B. T. Griffin

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. T. J. Gallion
Alton, Ill.
Recruited by
Sgt. D. M. Myers

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. T. D. Villalba
Elk Grove, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. J. R. Varacruz

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. A. Lopez
Panorama City, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. R. Mibanda 

HIGH SHOOTER (341)
Pfc. C. C. Workman
Spokane, Wash.
Marksman Instructor
Cpl. A. J. Harris

HIGH PFT (300)
Pfc. E. A. Rosete
Seattle
Recruited by
Sgt. L. M. Hurtado

Platoon 1055Platoon 1053 Platoon 1055
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TALKER31
As a recruit, Buck isn’t the 

strongest or loudest but that 
doesn’t stop him from giving 
his all and helping others.

“I like helping others in 
my platoon,” said Buck, a 
Shiprock, N.M, native. “Our 
drill instructors are always 
talking about taking care of 
the people to your left and 
right because they are your 
brothers and sisters; even 
people who aren’t Marines. 

“The platoon says I moti-
vate them because I have got-
ten the most intensely trained 
for helping the platoon.”

His drill instructors took 
notice of his demination and 
drive.

“He has a lot of heart. 
He never quits,” said Staff 
Sgt. Nicholas A. Carrel, se-
nior drill instructor, Platoon 
1050. “Heart is everything. 
He keeps pushing until he 
gets through. He has a lot of 
pride in himself and his heri-

tage. The Navajo Code Talk-
ers were brave for what they 
did and there is no doubt in 
my mind Buck will carry on 
the honorable service that his 
grandfathers did.” 

Buck admits recruit train-
ing is difficult, but said he 
hopes that by graduating re-
cruit training he will inspire 
other Navajo from his home-
town just as his great grand-
fathers inspired him.

He explained he knows 
many from his tribe who 
aren’t going to school or 
working and still live at 
home. He hopes his story 
shows them that if he can do 
it, so can they.

“It’s up to the individual 
to do something with his 
life. I just hope that by do-
ing something positive it in-
spires others back home to do 
the same,” said Buck. “If you 
focus on problems, you’ll get 
more problems. If you focus 
on possibilities, you get more 
opportunities.”

Recruit Florentino A. Buck, Platoon 1050, Charlie Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, practices 
his land navigation while on duty at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Dec. 22.

Story & Photos by
Cpl. Tyler Viglione
Chevron staff

In this day and age of smart-
phones and Global Positioning 
Systems, most people don’t 
know how to use a compass or 
map. For a Marine, this knowl-
edge must be second nature.

Armed with compasses 
and maps, recruits of Bravo 
Company, 1st Recruit Training 
Battalion, maneuvered through 
the Land Navigation Course at 
Edson Range on Marine Corps 
Base Camp Pendleton, Jan. 6.

During Field Week or week 
seven of recruit training, 
throughout the hilly terrain 
of Camp Pendleton recruits 
learned the basic fundamentals 
of combat skills ranging from 
formations to land navigation. 
The practice course is buried 
deep in the midst of the moun-
tainous terrain of Camp Pend-
leton, covered with cacti, brush 
and wildlife.

“Prior to recruits using prac-

tical application they received 
classes on the basics of plotting 
points, finding their azimuth 
and doing a pace count,” said 
Sgt. William P. Robinson, drill 
instructor, Platoon 1022.  

They recruits learned how to 
measure ground distance using 
pace count. A pace count is how 
many steps it takes a person to 
walk a known distance. It al-
lowed them to keep track of how 
far they had traveled from their 
starting points.

“The recruits were broken 
up into teams of two and were 
given six points to plot with 
different distances and obsta-
cles,” said Robinson, a native of 
Erect, N.C. 

Each navigation point is 
marked with a numbered am-
munition can. Each pair of re-
cruits is given a different route.

“Recruits had two hours to 
find each of their points,” said 
25-year-old Robinson. “Once 
they thought they had found 
all of their points, they would 
check with one of us (drill in-

structors) to see if they were all 
correct, if not, they would have 
to go back out and find their 
mistakes.

According to Recruit Devon 
M. Ghiloni, Platoon 1022, be-
ing out in the field seemed a 
lot harder than he thought it 
would be.

“At first when I was in class, 
it seemed like it wouldn’t be that 
hard,” said Ghiloni, a native of 
Burkburnett, Texas. “Once I had 
to maneuver around bushes and 
objects that threw our entire 
route off, it was pretty difficult.”

The land navigation course 
seemed more than just land 
navigation, explained Ghiloni. 

“We really haven’t had 
this type of freedom from the 
beginning of training,” said 
the young recruit. “We had the 
chance to take initiative and 
lead our fellow recruits to get 
the job done.”

During recruit training, 
recruits learn how to take 
charge and lead each other both 
using confidence and leadership 

traits that they learn in various 
events. Events like Land Naviga-
tion allow recruits to practice 
those skills.

Recruits will be able to uti-
lize their land navigation skills 
again once they are Marines 
after they graduate recruit 
training when they move onto 

the School of Infantry.
“There is always a chance 

that a group of Marines can 
end up getting lost, anywhere 
in the world,” said Robinson. 
“These are the basic funda-
mentals that these recruits will 
develop and one day it might 
bring them to safety.”

Recruits search for their land navigation skills
Recruits of Bravo Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, work together to find their way to their next point during the Land Navigation Course at Edson Range, Marine 
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Jan. 6. Each navigation point is marked with a numbered ammunition can and each pair of recruits was given a different route to follow.

Bravo Company recruits use a map and compass to find their 
way to their next navigation point. 
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