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Winter Holiday Concert 
Marine Band San Diego presents the 

annual Depot Winter Holiday Concert 
tomorrow at 4 p.m., at McDougal Hall 
(the depot theater).  

The concert is free and open to the 
public. Feel free to bring a new, un-
wrapped toy to drop off for the Toys for 
Tots program.

Semper Fi Bowl 
The Marine Corps’ annual Semper Fi 

All-American Bowl Game will be held  
Jan. 4, at the Stubhub Center in Carson, 
Calif.

The Semper Fidelis Football Program 
brings together 90 student-athletes from 
across the country who have demonstrat-
ed success both on and off the gridiron. 

Attendance is free, and all military 
personnel, families and friends are en-
couraged to attend. Kickoff is at 6 p.m. 

For information, go to http://semperfi-
delisfootball.com/ or www.facebook.com/
SemperFidelisFootball.

Christmas Buffet
The depot’s Bayview Restaurant is 

serving a Christmas Day Buffet Dec. 25, 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.

The buffet includes a carving station 
serving New York Stiploin with California 
wild mushroom and peppercorn sauce, 
and pork tenderloin with mango and 
passion fruit sauce; and a pasta station 
featuring Porcini Mushroom ravioli with 
garlic cream sauce, macaroni & cheese, 
and Gernelli pasta with shrimp & crab 
with pesto sauce.

Buffet serving line one will feature 
roast pepper chicken, boneless and skin-
less double chicken breasts stuffed with 
asparagus, smokehouse bacon and feta 
cheese, and Korean short ribs with Asian 
barbecue sauce.

Buffet serving line two will feature 
breakfast items.

There will also be a salad and cheese 
station and a dessert station.

Adults dine for $29.95, active duty and 
seniors for $25.95, children five to 11 for 
$15.95 and children under five eat free.

Call (619) 725-6388 for reservations.

DoD allotment policy change
Effective Jan. 1, starting new allot-

ments to purchase, lease or rent personal 
property is prohibited. Existing allot-
ments of this type will be grandfathered. 
Examples of personal property include but 
are not limited to cars, motorcycles, boats, 
appliances, household goods, furniture, 
electronics and other consumer items that 
are tangible and movable.

Allotments may be used for, but are 
not limited to, savings accounts, support 
to dependents or other relatives, payments 
to a spouse or former spouse, premiums 
for insurance, mortgage or rent payments, 
investment in mutual funds or other fi-
nancial assets or purchase of U.S. Savings 
bonds.

For information call Tom Garcia, 
IPAC, (619) 524-6113.

Send briefs to:
rdsd_pao@usmc.mil. The Chevron staff 
reserves the right to publish only those 
briefs that comply with Department of 
Defense regulations and the standards of 
the U.S. Government.
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Sitting on a bus, late at night aboard 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, 
waiting to step onto the yellow footprints, 
Recruit Mark D. Crum could hear the 
footsteps of a drill instructor.  He had only 
one thought on his mind.

“This is going to suck.”
Crum, Platoon 1015, Alpha Company, 

1st Recruit Training Battalion, overcame 
personal and physical challenges to earn 
the title United States Marine.

He was born in Honolulu when his 
father was serving in the Marine Corps.  
After his father completed his four-year 
contract as an M60 Machine Gun infan-
tryman, they moved back to Michigan to 
be closer to family.

As a child, he was interested in playing 
football.  By 6th grade, he got his chance to 
play at the position of offensive tight end.  
He thought he was good at catching the 
ball and he was fast, but his coaches de-
cided to move him to offensive tackle.  In-
stead of catching the football, he necessary 
to catch defensive rushers.   He realized a 
change was needed if he was going to play 
his new position successfully.

“In tenth-grade I realized I needed 
to start getting bigger,” said 19-year-
old Crum.  “I only weighed 175 pounds 
and was going up against guys over 200 
pounds.”

He hit the gym and dinner table hard.  
Through any food source he could get, he 
managed to gain the weight he needed.

“I got bigger and was able to play my 
position better,” said Crum, who was re-

cruited out of Recruiting Substation Grand 
Rapids South, Mich.  “A lot of those guys 
started getting easier to throw around.”

Toward the end of high school, Crum 
seriously considered the possibility of 
joining the military.  He explained he al-
ways had a general interest in joining since 
he was a little kid, thinking it was cool, 
but wasn’t sure which branch.  His father, 
however, didn’t want him to go into the 
military, but instead, go to college.

“I was good in school, I got all ‘As’ and 
‘Bs’, but I thought it would be boring and 
wanted to do something else,” said Crum.  
“Online videos and television advertise-
ments all helped play a role of influencing 
me on which service I should join.”

The history and legacy of the Marine 
Corps caught Crum’s interest, and ulti-
mately solidified his decision.  

“I looked around and picked the Ma-
rine Corps because I thought they were the 
best trained,” said Crum.  “It looked like a 
challenge and wanted to see if I could do 
it.”

At his first poolee exercise function, 
Crum had a familiar realization another 
change was needed if he wanted to reach 
his goal of becoming a Marine.

“My heart was racing so fast during the 
first running exercise that I had to stop,” 
said Crum.  “It made me re-evaluate my 
life because I was eating a lot of junk food 
at the time.  I decided it was time to make 
a change.”

Crum weighed 213 pounds and got 
himself as low as 167 pounds.  He battled 
with weight fluctuation, but overall lost 60 
pounds after having to lose weight he re-
gained.  By the time he shipped to recruit 
training he was 197 pounds.

Marine gains strength, confidence during training
Crum was not only challenged with 

his weight, but by the fitness standards 
he needed to meet, which were drastically 
different than when he played football.

see MARINE44

Private Mark D. Crum, Platoon 1015, Al-
pha Company, 1st Recruit Training Bat-
talion, graduates from recruit training 
today.

Story & Photo by
Cpl. Jericho W. Crutcher
Chevron staff

Once recruits have reached the second phase of training, they 
take on the challenge of becoming a rifleman at Edson Range, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

Recruits of Kilo Company, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, 
were taught the basic fundamentals of firing the M16-A4 Service 
Rifle during Grass Week, while under constant supervision of 
Marines who specialize in marksmanship, better known as pri-
mary marksmanship instructors.

Primary marksman instructors teach recruits the fundamen-

Recruit Blake S. Sunkle, Platoon 3229, Kilo Company, 3rd Re-
cruit Training Battalion, fires at a target on the 500-yard line 
from the prone position at Edson Range, Weapons and Field 
Training Battalion, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif., 
Nov. 24. 

Recruits learn marksmanship fundamentals
tal techniques of shooting such as breathing and trigger control as 
well as shooting position stability. 

“Recruits have to focus on the basic fundamentals. Natural 
point of aim and proper placement of the rifle in the prone, kneel-
ing, sitting and standing positions will make the difference in just 
qualifying or shooting expert,” said Cpl. Tony Williams, range 
coach, Range Company, Weapons and Field Training Battalion. 
“Recruits practice the fundamentals of marksmanship during 
grass week and should feel comfortable with firing the weapon by 
the time they step foot on the range.”  

Once PMIs complete the classroom instructions, recruits 
move to an area to “snap in.” This time allows them to practice 
the fundamentals they were taught.  The semi-circular area sur-
rounds a white barrel with different size targets painted on the 
sides. The targets are of different size simulating what they look 
like at distances of 200, 300 and 500 yards, the exact distances 
recruits will shoot from. 

Recruits spend several hours “snapping in,” which allows them 
to gain confidence and build muscle memory in different shoot-
ing positions.

“During grass week, recruits have to stay disciplined and 
focused to retain all of the knowledge they will need for firing 
week,” said Williams. “Some of the recruits have never fired a 
weapon before, so attention to detail is key.” 

Once Grass Week is over, recruits move on to Firing Week and 
apply the fundamental marksmanship principles they learned to 
qualify with their weapon TO be able to move forward with train-
ing. Some recruits prepare for Firing Week physically and men-
tally by going the extra mile.

“I’ve spent a lot of time practicing breathing control and trig-
ger control,” said recruit Seth M. Schut, Platoon 3229. 

Firing Week is the first time recruits are able to fire their weap-
ons in recruit training. They are given several days to polish their 
skills before qualifying for an official score.

see MARKSMANSHIP44
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Integrated Task Force Engineer Platoon 
blows away assault breaching exercise
Story & Photos by 
Cpl. Paul S. Martinez
Marine Corps Ground Combat Element
Integrated Task Force  

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. – Ma-
rines with Engineer Platoon, 
Headquarters and Service 
Company, Ground Combat 
Element Integrated Task Force, 
conducted an assault breaching 
exercise at Engineer Training 
Area 2 at Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, 
Dec. 3.

The platoon began their 
exercise by hiking more than 10 
kilometers to the training area, 
carrying demolitions equip-
ment such as M1A2 Bangalore 
torpedoes, the Anti-personnel 
Obstacle Breaching System and 
C4 satchel charges.

The next day, the platoon 
constructed obstacles at various 
distances using concertina wire. 
After preparing the demolition 
equipment, they were ready to 
go to work. Their objective: to 
assault and reduce obstacles by 
means of controlled detonation.

“(This) training was based 
on assault breaching, an engi-
neer task that is very similar 
to what we will be doing out 
in Twentynine Palms,” said 1st 
Lt. Stephanie Damren, platoon 

commander, Engineer Platoon, 
H&S Company, GCEITF.

She referenced the coming 
Task Force deployment to Ma-
rine Corps Air Ground Com-
bat Center Twentynine Palms, 
California, where Marines will 
be assessed on their ability to 
perform tasks out of the indi-
vidual Military Occupational 
Specialty Training and Readi-
ness manuals.

“We wanted to focus on the 
basics of what assault breaching 
is, which consists of building 
charges, setting up security and 
proofing and marking the lane 
after we reduce the obstacle,” 
Damren said. “The Marines 
were intense. They got out there 
and applied what they knew and 
did great at it.”

The Marines worked in 
squads to determine what 
demolitions were appropriate 
and effective for their obstacles, 
utilizing M1A2 Bangalore torpe-
does first before bringing out the 
expedient line charges of C4 and 
detonation cord. Marines main-
tained a security perimeter while 
teams of two set up the charges. 
After charges were confirmed by 
position safety officers, the Ma-
rines retreated to a safe distance 
before detonating the charges 
and with them, the obstacles.

GCEITF leaders, includ-
ing Col. Matthew G. St. Clair, 
commanding officer, GCEITF, 
and Sgt. Maj. Robin C. Fortner, 
sergeant major, GCEITF, were 
present to observe the engineers’ 
training. The Marines also em-
ployed the Anti-personnel Ob-
stacle Breaching System, which 
is an explosive line charge that 
utilizes a rocket and fragmenta-
tion grenades to clear obstacles. 
The platoon concluded their 
exercise once all obstacles were 
neutralized.

“The Marines gained (profi-
ciency) on how to successfully 
conduct an assault breach,” said 
Sgt. Eric T. Johansen, squad lead-
er, Engineer Platoon, GCEITF. 
“They did extremely well from 
what I saw, and understand 
(assault breaching) a lot better 
than they would in a classroom 
setting.” 

From October 2014 to July 
2015, the Ground Combat Ele-
ment Integrated Task Force will 
conduct individual and col-
lective skills training in desig-
nated combat arms occupational 
specialties in order to facilitate 
the standards based assessment 
of the physical performance of 
Marines in a simulated operating 
environment performing specific 
ground combat arms tasks.

Lance Cpl. Amadu Kanu, combat engineer with Engineer Platoon, 
Headquarters and Service Company, Ground Combat Element In-
tegrated Task Force, advances to an objective with an M1A2 Ban-
galore torpedo during an assault breaching exercise. 

Position safety officers observe the detonation of an M1A2 Bangalore torpedo by Marines with Engineer Platoon, Headquarters and Service Company, Ground Combat 
Element Integrated Task Force, during an assault breaching exercise at Engineer Training Area 2 at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, Dec. 3.
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SERIES 1009
Series Commander
Capt. J. P. Nelson
Chief Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. C. L. Smith

PLATOON 1010
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. O. Roman Jr. 
Drill instructors 
Sgt. M. R. Burns 
Sgt. N. P. Chavez
Sgt. I. P. Jones
Sgt. C. M. Muckelroy

SERIES 1013
Series Commander
Capt. D. J. Schurman
Chief Drill Instructor
Gunnery Sgt. J. W. Fielder

PLATOON 1013
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. J. J. Gutierrez
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. J. J. Ferguson
Staff Sgt. C. A. Kittel
Sgt. J. L. Creedon
Sgt. K. A. Stewart

PLATOON 1014
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. R. E. Martinez
Drill Instructors 
Staff Sgt. C. L. Doyon
Staff Sgt. S. W. Jackson
Staff Sgt. B. A. Parmele
Staff Sgt. J. W. Schaalma

ALPHA COMPANY
HONOR

PLATOON

PLATOON 1009	
Pvt. C. I. Allen
Pfc. C. T. Allen
Pvt. J. M. Anderson
Pvt. M. C. Anthis
Pfc. M.W. Black
Pfc. B. L. Braun II
Pvt. R. C. Buffington
Pvt. J. C. Campos
Pvt. G. R. Canchola
Pfc. C. A. Chambers
Pvt. B. L. Clark
Pfc. K. D. Colbert Jr.
Pvt. Z. T. Cross
Pvt. J. A. Cuadras-Catillo
Pfc. M. W. Cuff Jr.
Pfc. J. B. DeFelice
Pfc. M. G. DeMelo
Pfc. M. S. Devitt
Pvt. N. R. Diaz-Pavon
Pfc. K. S. Elswick
Pvt. R. A. Estrada
Pvt. T. R. Gonzalez
Pvt. J. A. Guzman-Guevara
Pvt. A. J. Hahn
Pvt. O. Hernandaz
Pvt. H. J. Hinojosa
Pfc. J. E. Ivers
Pvt. T. M. Jackson
Pfc. I. D. Jochimsen
Pvt. J. R. Johnston
Pvt. J. L. Kahnis
Pfc. T. E. Klingen-Smith
Pvt. C. M. Lewis
*Pfc. D. Martinez
Pfc. S. J. McCauley
Pfc. J. P. McGill
Pvt. A. J. Meece-Heiden Jr.
Pfc. J. J. Merritt
Pvt. J. Millares
Pvt. D. K. Moseley
*Pfc. L. K. Nguyen
*Pfc. B. P. Nuckels
Pvt. R. Ochoa Jr.
Pvt. A. Ortiz-Clemente
Pfc. C. A. Palmour
Pfc. P. Pesina
Pvt. H. L. Peters
Pvt. C. M. Peterson
Pfc. C. A. Piper
Pvt. J. G. Ramirez
Pvt. J. J. Ramos
Pvt. J. C. Reyes II
*Pfc. C. S. Riccardo
Pvt. D. B. Rickaby
Pvt. T. S. Rickel
Pvt. H. Rodriguez Jr.
Pvt. N. C. Roubik
*Pfc. W. A. Ruffner
Pfc. D. J. Rush
Pfc. A. Salgado
Pfc. P. M. Samoylovich
Pvt. D. D. Saxby
Pvt. M. A. Schumacher
Pvt. E. M. Scothorn
Pvt. D. W. Shadley
Pvt. F. J. Soto-Torres
Pfc. I. T. Speer
Pfc. T. D. Spitzer
Pvt. A. H. Stade
Pvt. A. P. Stephens
Pvt. A. N. Stovall
Pfc. N. J. Strand
Pvt. T. C. Thomas
Pvt. W. T. Toomey
Pfc. M. A. Topete

Pfc. K. D. True
Pvt. B. T. Tucker
Pvt. K. R. Tuttle
*Pfc. K. K. Ubbelohde

PLATOON 1010
Pvt. J. T. Barnett
Pvt. K. R. Barnett
Pfc. T. L. Beach
Pfc. M. G. Bersamina
Pfc. E. J. Blankembijl
Pvt. R. B. Brady
Pfc. D. T. Bruno
Pvt. H. S. Buchi
Pfc. R. Cetin
Pfc. W. Chen
Pvt. N. V. Clay
*Pfc. C. A. Cobos III
Pfc. C. M. Cortes II
Pvt. K. K. Dake
Pfc. J. T. Davis
*Pfc. R. A. Dominguez Jr.
Pfc. M. C. Donato
Pvt. D. M. Dumont
Pfc. D. R. Eversole
Pvt. J. M. Fossett
Pvt. J. M. Franklin
Pvt. J. R. Fross
Pvt. W. C. Garcia
Pvt. J. H. Grenell
Pvt. C.B Hageman
Pvt. S. P. Hagen
Pvt. P. A. Hawley
Pfc. M. R. Headid
Pvt. H. L. Hernandez III
Pvt. P. P. Hernandez 
Pvt. R. Hernandez
Pfc. W. R. Holland
Pvt. L. S. Hunt
Pvt. L. G. Iniguez
Pfc. J. A. Jimenez Jr.
Pvt. C. P. Johns
Pvt. C. V. Johnson
Pvt. M. E. Johnson
Pvt. C. P. Jones
Pfc. J. G. Kantamsy
Pfc. C. J. Koveck
Pvt. D. M. Kuykendall
Pvt. D. J. Lake
Pfc. A. M. Lamberth
Pfc. B. F. Larue
Pvt. D. A. Lee
Pvt. M. J. Lewis
Pvt. A. J. London
Pvt. L. E. Manjarrez-
Lopez
Pvt. E. C. Martinez Jr.
Pvt. R. J. Mendez III
Pfc. R. L. Messer
Pvt. G. T. Miedema
Pfc. C. J. Miller
Pfc. S. A. Miller
Pfc. T. M. Morgan
Pvt. A. J. Munokohn
Pvt. A. J. Neuman
Pvt. M. L. Newcom
Pvt. C. R. Nunn
Pfc. S. J. Pecson
Pvt. C. J. Pedersen
Pvt. J. D. Polite
Pfc. C. A. Ray
Pvt. N. R. Reavis
Pvt. A. Reyes-Blanco
Pvt. A. Reynoso
Pvt. K. W. Roberson
Pvt. B. E. Rock

*Pfc. J. A. Rodriguez
Pvt. J. J. Rodriguez
*Pfc. M. A. Rojas
Pvt. N. R. Rorah
Pvt. C. E. Rosa-Alfaro
Pvt. D. S. Rust
Pfc. B. E. Ruz
*Pfc. B. A. Salas
Pfc. S. Santos
Pvt. C. D. Scott
Pfc. P. W. Shelton
Pfc. D. M. Short Jr.
Pvt. A. G. Sieck
Pvt. M. J. Smith
Pvt. W. C. Southerland III
Pvt. B. L. Valdez Jr.
Pvt. J. P. Vongunten
Pvt. D. N. Walker
Pvt. D. S. Womack

PLATOON 1011
Pfc. J. R. Abney Jr.
Pvt. T. C. Adkins
Pvt. S. Alanis Jr.
Pvt. J. J. Amezcua
*Pfc. D. E. Apple-Berry
Pvt. A. E. Armas 
Pvt. C. J. Arreola-
Sandoval
Pvt. I. A. Ashianti
Pfc. C. B. Bailey
Pvt. W. K. Baker
Pvt. J. M. Black 
Pvt. B. D. Blend
Pvt. M. Z. Boe
Pfc. K. A. Books
Pvt. J. I. Bravorios Jr.
Pvt. B. E. Bulger 
Pvt. E. Burgins
Pfc. L. P. Burke
Pvt. J. A. Burpo
Pvt. S. R. Butler
Pvt. B. L. Buttler
*Pfc. J. S. Caldwell
*Pfc. J. H. Camacho Jr.
Pfc. A. T. Christianson
Pvt. C. M. Ciciora
Pvt. A. R. Collins
Pfc. J. J. Cook 
Pvt. A. J. Coules
Pvt. R. L. Coultas
Pfc. N. C. Cray 
Pvt. W. M. Cribbs
Pvt. D. W. Deppe
Pvt. L. Diaz
Pvt. S. A. Dillon
Pvt. D. J. Dinkel
Pvt. D. M. Eames
Pvt. T. J. Emigh
Pvt. B. Estrada
Pvt. J. A. Follow-Well
Pfc. M. J. Gaffney
Pvt. A. M. Gaitan
Pvt. J. F. Gaitan
Pvt. J. M. Garcia
Pvt. D. K. Gowans
Pvt. D. L. Greenlee
Pvt. C. Gregoire
Pfc. A. L. Gutierrez Jr.
Pvt. B. T. Harkness
Pvt. J. B. Harvey
Pfc. N. R. Helm
Pfc. C. A. Hernandez-
Espinoza
Pvt. P. J. Hinds Jr.
Pfc. T. S. Hlavek

*Pfc. R. E. Heurta
Pvt. C. A. Huynh
Pvt. E. J. Kelsey
Pvt. J. T. King 
Pfc. B. T. Kitaura
Pfc. I. T. Leeper
Pvt. F. O. Leon-Raymundo
Pvt. J. J. Lewis 
Pfc. N. Madar-Suchocka
Pvt. H. D. Mai
Pvt. D. Martinez Jr. 
Pvt. B. G. McCollom
Pvt. M. C. Mitchell
Pvt. S. K. Morris
Pvt. M. M. Muguira
Pvt. S. M. Nunez
Pvt. G. E. Nunez-
Hernandez
Pvt. G. R. Olvera
*Pfc. N. R. Osterman 
Pvt. T. M. Parker
Pfc. M. L. Peggram
Pvt. T. M. Phillips
Pfc. A. M. Pittet
Pfc. C. C. Platt
*Pfc. Q. S. Pointer
Pvt. S. Ramirez Jr.
Pvt. L. F. Ramirez
Pvt. L. K. Reed
Pvt. C. B. Reyes
Pvt. C. A. Rios
Pvt. R. J. Sebastiani 
Pfc. T. Segura
Pvt. A. C. Servin
Pfc. T. H. Walker

PLATOON 1013
*Pfc. R. P. Andrews
Pvt. S. F. Baldenegro
Pfc. K. J. Bangs
Pvt. R. Barron Jr.
Pvt. M. T. Bliss
Pvt. Z. J. Bond
Pvt. T. Bowens
Pfc. D. M. Broughton 
Pvt. T. J. Brown Jr.
Pvt. A. L. Bryan 
Pfc. A. C. Butters
*Pfc. T. A. Carlson
Pvt. B. S. Carpenter
Pvt. M. R. Casillas
Pvt. J. D. Castellano
*Pfc. Q. D. Chamberlin
Pfc. A. S. Cisneros
Pvt. T. D. Clark
Pvt. T. D. Clark
Pfc. D. S. Cline
Pvt. D. D. Cobb
*Pfc. M. K. Cordova
Pfc. G. D. Coreas
Pvt. J. K. Craik
Pfc. B. M. Davenport
Pvt. M. Diaz-Gutierrez
Pvt. N. T. Do
Pvt. A. L. Dolan
Pvt. N. I. Etsitty
Pfc. J. M. Faber
Pvt. Z. P. Farmer
Pvt. M. R. Fischer
Pfc. E. A. Flores
Pvt. P. Frutos-Gonzalez
Pfc. C. R. Fuchs
Pvt. G. A. Gamez
Pvt. D. Gaspar-Martinez
Pfc. L. M. Gassman
Pfc. D. J. Geha

Pvt. M. R. Gendusa
Pfc. C. Gleason
Pfc. J. P. Goetsch
Pvt. A. J. Gomez
Pvt. A. Gonzalez
Pfc. J. D. Goodew
Pvt. M. L. Gottschim
*Pfc. R. T. Gregg
Pfc. D. Guerrero-Sanchez
Pvt. J. J. Gutierrez
Pfc. N. R. Hancey
*Pfc. D. M. Hannigan
Pvt. C. A. Hawkins
Pvt. A. A. Hernandez-
Medina
Pvt. L. R. Herrera II
Pvt. C. D. Hillenbrand
Pfc. M. J. Holm
Pfc. S. A. Hudson
Pfc. M. A. Interno
Pfc. D. M. Jara
Pvt. J. T. Jensen
Pfc. L. R. Johnson-Serrano
Pvt. G. G. Kennedy
Pvt. Z. R. Killebrew
Pfc. T. R. Kinnunen
Pvt. D. Kupusz
Pvt. E. C. Laska
Pfc. M. A. Leigh
Pvt. N. P. Looman
Pvt. D. M. Lord
Pfc. A. Lorona
Pvt. Z. T. Loveday
Pvt. B. S. Machado
Pfc. T. J. McKnight
Pvt. A. S. Mediorreal-
Ramirez
Pfc. J. R. Miles
Pfc. K. Moncada-
Hernandez
Pvt. A. Montes-Robledo
Pfc. G. A. Montiel
Pvt. B. R. Meyers
Pvt. N. A. Meyers
Pfc. M. A. Navarrete

PLATOON 1014
Pvt. R. J. Acuna
Pfc. T. S. Aken
Pvt. J. R. Arredondo
Pfc. I. L. Brown
Pvt. W. T. Burke
Pvt. G. C. Bushman
*Pfc. B. S. Caldwell
Pfc. C. F. Carig
*Pfc. A. P. Chrzanowski
Pvt. C. P. Copeland
Pvt. J. R. Davila
Pvt. J. O. DeCastro 
Pvt. K. J. Dismore
Pvt. T. W. Drowne
Pvt. E. Galera
Pvt. G. R. Glauser
Pfc. M. S. Hallers
Pfc. A. J. Hernandez
Pfc. H. G. Hilsabeck
Pvt. M. A. Hogsett 
Pvt. B. K. Howard
Pvt. A. Huynh
Pvt. A. D. Jimenez
Pvt. A. P. Jung
Pvt. M. J. Kang
Pfc. C. T. Le
Pfc. V. J. Manzanares
Pfc. C. A. Marquez
Pfc. J. B. Mejia

Pvt. N. H. Min
Pfc. J. C. Mingle
Pfc. R. G. Montano
Pvt. I. V. Mota
Pvt. G. Nino Jr.
Pvt. M. Nino Jr. 
Pfc. M. D. Ohotto
Pfc. R. Perez
Pvt. L. C. Polk
*Pfc. C. M. Ramirez
Pvt. R. Rangel
Pfc. B. A. Ransom
Pvt. M. P. Salazar
Pvt. J. J. Sanborn
Pfc. W. J. Schatz
Pvt. R. E. Sides
Pvt. A. T. Sorensen
Pfc. I. R. Sosa
Pvt. J. L. Soto Jr.
Pvt. D. O. Spencer
Pvt. S. C. Suarez
Pvt. T. N. Taylor
Pvt. V. I. Terry
Pvt. J. T. Thomas
*Pfc. S. G. Tobey
Pfc. B. A. Torrez
Pvt. T. M. Trott
Pvt. S. P. Turcios
Pfc. C. M. Tutland
Pvt. S. Valente
Pvt. O. Valerio
Pvt. E. J. Vasquez
Pvt. F. A. Vazquez
Pfc. R. S. Velasco
Pvt. B. S. Velazquez 
Pvt. K. S. Ventura
Pfc. K. S. Vereen
Pfc. U. Villareal
Pvt. R. Villegas Jr.
Pvt. M. Villegas
Pvt. T. J. Vrem
Pfc. T. D. Waller
Pfc. B. A. Warchol
*Pfc. P. J. Wardlow
Pvt. N. R. Waters
Pvt. L. D. Whitesell
*Pfc. J. A. Wiederhold
Pvt. N. J. Wiethop
Pfc. J. D. Williams
Pvt. T. J. Williams
Pvt. K. M. Willis
Pvt. D. J. Wilson
Pvt. K. G. Wilson
Pvt. B. P. Wood
Pvt. C. G. Wood
Pfc. M. D. Wright
Pvt. B. M. Yanok
Pvt. C. G. Yelich
Pvt. J. L. Young

PLATOON 1015
Pvt. J. A. Alvarado
Pvt. J. A. Alvarado
Pvt. J. Arce Jr.
Pvt. C. P. Armer
Pfc. T. T. Ballentine
Pvt. A. Barrera
Pvt. J. A. Batchelor II
Pvt. J. J. Beck
Pvt. S. J. Berninger
Pvt. N. T. Borgeld
*Pfc. J. L. Chase
Pfc. J. D. Clay
Pvt. C. D. Crum II
Pfc. E. P. Debacher
*Pfc. R. H. Doxey

Pvt. J. Edwards
Pvt. B. M. Fairholm
Pvt. L. R. Fortune
Pvt. J. C. Gomez-
Vaquera
Pvt. G. E. Grant
Pvt. J. J. Guerena
Pvt. J. C. Hampton
*Pfc. M. A. Harris
Pvt. A. J. Jessup
Pvt. H. D. Jimenez
Pfc. C. R. Jones-Eyestone
Pvt. B. H. Jordan
Pvt. A. M. Kiefer
Pvt. D. M. Lloyd
Pvt. A. Lopez
Pfc. C. J. Lopez
Pvt. J. Y. Lopez
Pfc. O. Lopez
Pfc. S. E. Luna Jr.
Pvt. A. D. Marin
Pvt. J. T. Martinez
Pfc. J. M. Mason
Pvt. S. M. Massey
Pvt. R. F. McIntire Jr.
Pfc. T. N. McNary
Pvt. E. D. Mendoza
Pfc. A. J. Morris
Pvt. D. Perez-Ramirez
Pvt. J. C. Prange
Pvt. M. A. Puentes
*Pfc. C. R. Read
Pvt. C. A. Reed
Pfc. K. A. Rivers
Pvt. A. H. Robinson
Pvt. S. A. Rockwell
Pvt. M. R. Sanchez
Pvt. E. Santoyo
Pfc. N. J. Shultz
Pvt. J. T. Shumann
Pvt. T. R. Seibert
Pvt. G. C. Shaffer
Pvt. D. A. Shellito II
Pvt. C. J. Sprous
Pfc. G. R. Spurgin
Pfc. J. Susoeff
Pvt. W. R. Swenson
Lance Cpl. A. L. Terrazas
Pfc. M. G. Terrell
Pvt. K. C. Thompson
Pvt. J. M. Torres Jr.
Pvt. A. D. Torres
Pfc. L. M. Trainor
Pvt. H. T. Tran
Pvt. D. J. Upson
Pvt. A. R. VanEkelenburg
*Pfc. C. M. VanHorst
Pvt. M. G. VanWinkle
Pvt. K. I. Velasquez-
Hernandez
Pfc. T. S. Wagner
Pvt. J. T. Ward
Pfc. A. Washington
Pvt. A. J. White Jr.
Pfc. I. J. Williams
Pvt. K. A. Willis
Pfc. K. L. Wojcik
Pvt. D. R. Wright
Pvt. J. A. Ybarra
Pfc. J. D. Zaklan
Pvt. A. A. Zaragoza
Pvt. C. J. Zubiate
Pvt. J. R. Zungia

* Indicates Meritorious Promotion

COMPANY A
Commanding Officer
Capt. E. S. Dmohowski
Company First Sergeant
1st Sgt. J. A. Hoversten

1st RECRUIT TRAINING BATTALION
													           

PLATOON 1011
Senior Drill Instructor
Sgt. G. A. Dolgner
Drill instructors
Sgt. B. E Aleman
Sgt. M. A. Berryhill
Sgt. C. E. Taveras

PLATOON 1009		
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. I. Munoz
Drill Instructors
Staff Sgt. C. A. Branner
Staff Sgt. J. D. Gonzalez
Staff Sgt. J. J. Leopold
Staff Sgt. A. F. Thurlow

PLATOON 1015
Senior Drill Instructor
Staff Sgt. J. L. Walker
Drill Instructors
Sgt. J. L. Getman
Sgt. J. C. Howerton
Sgt. J. P. Movilla-Diago
Sgt. P. Phimmasone

Platoon 1009 Platoon 1010 Platoon 1011 Platoon 1013 Platoon 1014

Platoon 2111

COMPANY HONOR MAN
Lance Cpl. A. L. Terrazas
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. P. Gregory

SERIES HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. B. DeFelice
Gaylord, Mich. 
Recruited by
Staff Sgt. R. Allen

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. C. A. Cobos III
Albuquerque, N.M.
Recruited by
Sgt. H. Munoz

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. C. C. Platt
Houston
Recruited by
Sgt. J. Perez

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. J. D. Williams
El Paso, Texas
Recruited by
Sgt. Y. Zuniga

PLATOON HONOR MAN
Pfc. D. M. Hannigan
Grand Junction, Colo.
Recruited by
Sgt. D. D. Whitaker 

HIGH SHOOTER (341)
Pfc. C. R. Fuchs  
Firestone, Colo.
Marksman Instructor
Sgt. Sharpe

HIGH PFT (300)
Lance Cpl. A. L. Terrazas
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Recruited by
Sgt. P. Gregory

Platoon 1015Platoon 1015 Platoon 1013
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Qualifying is important for recruits. They must 

qualify to continue with training.  
All Marines are required to qualify annually to 

ensure they are combat-ready because all Marines 

are considered to be rif lemen. 
“Once I reach the f leet, I will be an infantryman, 

so it’s critical that I start learning the basics and fun-
damentals now,” said Schut, a Fennville, Mich., na-
tive. “Every Marine is a trained rif leman.” 

Lessons learned during grass week and firing 

week of recruit training are used throughout a Ma-
rine’s career. For that reason, it is important for re-
cruits to retain all the knowledge PMIs teach. With 
the instruction and coaching, recruits are set up for 
success to move forward in becoming United States 
Marines.

Story & Photo by
Sgt. Walter D. Marino II
Chevron staff

Wide-eyed recruits looked 
upon their first obstacle with 
awe. Their first task required 
them to jump onto an approxi-
mately six foot log and from 
there jump onto and down from 
a log nearly 15 feet tall.

Despite the height and dif-
ficulty of the obstacle, recruits of 
Company L, 3rd Recruit Train-
ing Battalion completed the 
Confidence Course at Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot, Nov. 28.

The Confidence Course is 
comprised of numerous exercises 
that require strength, endurance 
and the will to push through 
obstacles of great height such as 
monkey bars, rope swings and 
cargo net climbs.

Recruits were challenged to 
push through any doubts or fears 

to complete their mission.
“You have to have heart to do 

this because if you don’t you’re 
going to give up,” said Recruit 
Isaiah E. Bowden, Platoon 3242.

After completing each ob-
stacles, recruits are required to 
perform various exercises while 
waiting for their fellow recruits 
to finish. Drill instructors kept 
the recruits in constant move-
ment through the entire course.

“It’s hard but I know it’s go-
ing to pay off in the end when 
I receive that eagle, globe and 
anchor,” said Bowden.

Bowden explained there were 
exercises that were fun such 
as the monkey bars, but there 
were also ones that tested his 
might.	

“There was one exercise 
where we were up high, and that 
one was the hardest for me be-
cause I’m scared of heights,” said 
the Madera, Calif., native.

However for some recruits, 
the Confidence Course was a 
tough as it gets. Recruits will be 
tested again because they are 
required to complete the Con-
fidence Course twice during 
their training. The second at-
tempt includes harder obstacles 
omitted in their first attempt. 

The recruits are aware of this 
and many embrace the chal-
lenge.

Recruit Liam C. Dunne, 
Platoon 3243, explained the 
Confidence Course does what is 
says in its title in that it inspires 
confidence in recruits and that 
gives them what they need to 
complete it a second time.

“I’m scared of heights so that 
is a fear for me,” said Dunne, 
a Walnut Creek, Calif., native. 
“But challenging yourself is 
fun. I’m looking forward to the 
next time and doing harder 
exercises.” 

Recruits overcome obstacles, finish Confidence Course
Recruits of Company L, 3rd Recruit Training Battalion, maneuver through the Dirty Name exercise at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, Nov. 28. The purpose of the 
Dirty Name is to get recruits over the fear of heights and to improve their physical fitness.

Recruits of Charlie Company, 1st Recruit Training Battalion, ma-
neuver over the monkey bars exercise at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot San Diego, Nov. 28. If recruits fell from the monkey bars 
exercise they had to start the exercise from the beginning.

MARINE31
“My physical training when 

I shipped (to recruit training) 
wasn’t that great,” said Crum. “I 
could only do five pull-ups, 80 
crunches and run 1.5 miles in 12 
minutes 30 seconds, which was 
the absolute slowest time one 
could get in order to ship to re-
cruit training.”

Crum recalled being ex-
tremely nervous the first night 
at the depot.

“My heart was racing and 
adrenaline was pumping,” said 
Crum.  “I was one of the people 
who were holding everyone’s pa-

pers, so when they told the peo-
ple holding the papers to stand 
up, I stood up so fast that I hit 
my head on the ceiling.  Overall 
though, I think I mentally made 
it worse than what it really was.”

Over the course of recruit 
training, Crum lost another 30 
pounds.  He explained that he 
made sure he pushed himself 
and simply followed the advice 
the drill instructors gave them.  
His physical abilities also drasti-
cally improved as well.  By grad-
uation, Crum could do 20 pull-
ups, more than 100 crunches 
and run three miles in less than 
21 minutes.  

Drill instructors of his pla-
toon recognized the drastic 
transformation in Crum, nam-
ing him the platoon’s ‘Most Im-
proved Recruit.’  At the start of 
the training cycle though, drill 
instructors weren’t sure he was 
ready for the challenge.

“When I first saw him, I 
thought he wasn’t going to make 
it,” said Staff Sgt. John L. Walker, 
senior drill instructor, Plt. 1015.  
“He had that look of defeat be-
fore he even started.  I just think 
his mind wasn’t here.”

Walker stated that when they 
performed physical training, he 
saw Crum was giving it his all 

and put forth 100 percent effort.  
He noticed Crum was struggling 
more during the second phase 
of training and decided to have 
a more in-depth talk with him 
and found out about personal is-
sues.

“I realized his mind wasn’t 
in recruit training anymore, 
so I helped him re-adjust,” said 
Walker, a Kenbridge, Va., native.  
“(Crum) didn’t quit and kept 
pushing forward.  Around the 
third phase, we could really see 
how much he had improved both 
physically and mentally.”

Now a private in the Marine 
Corps, Crum reflects on his 

journey and the obstacles he 
overcame.

“I’m really proud of myself,” 
said Crum.  “Before I joined 
I wasn’t happy, and thought 
there was no way I’d be able to 
complete the training.  Just to 
have the physical evidence and 
knowing that I can do it; it’s a 
real boost to my confidence and 
abilities.”

Crum continues his journey 
to Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., where he will 
take on Marine Combat Train-
ing before going to his military 
occupational specialty school as 
an avionics technician.
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